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Materials on Comfort Facilities
in North Korea

Focusing on Verification of Literature on Artifacts and ITestimonies

| Yuka Anzako (Ritsumeikan University)

1. Introduction

The Japanese military’s “comfort women” has recently become one of the most high-
profile political issues. However, it is hard to tell that the empirical historic research on the
comfort women has not been deepened and expanded enough to match its political status and
significance over the past 20 years. One of the reasons why research has not been proceeded
compared to the degree of social interest is that the Japanese military, a key research subject, is a
special organization even in Japan. The Japanese military no more exists as of this moment since
it was abolished just after the Asia-Pacific War. It is also difficult to arrange basic information
needed to interpret materials since the organization and formation of the military rapidly
changed in the last period of the war. In addition, the lack of materials at the end of the war
is evident. While new materials have been recently discovered in the U.S., China and the
Netherlands, research on comfort women has no choice but to highly depend on testimonies of

survivors, persons concerned and those who experienced the tragedy.
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Discovered historical materials on comfort facilities and comfort women were published
into several copies of sourcebooks in both Korea and Japan.” Excluding dissertations by some
historic researchers, unexpectedly few number of studies analyzed comfort women and comfort
facilities with related materials. This is more evident in Joseon comfort women cases. Besides
representative historian Yoshiaki Yoshimi, Kazu Nagai also published research results of materials
on the Japanese military.” Paying attention to “Document on Recruitment of Military Service
Clubs,” involved in controversies among Yoshimi and Japanese historical revisionists (Yoshinori
Kobayashi, Nobukatsu Huzioka, etc.), Nagai thoroughly analyzed related police documents.
His analysis even covered the backgrounds and intention of those documents’ creation and
related cases. Based of the findings, Nagai criticized not only historical revisionists’ views but also
Yoshimi’s interpretations of documents and concluded as follows: service clubs were “facilities
attached to military camps, which the military intentionally built to address soldiers™ sexual
desire,” and the military was trying to legalize the recruitment and transfer of comfort women
by establishing those facilities as a national policy, while hiding the military and the nation’s
involvement in those facilities, which were considered “ugly projects” according to social norms.
By thoroughly analyzing and verifying documents that were already released more than 10 years
ago, Nagai empirically revealed discrepancy in opinions of Japan and its military on comfort
women and comfort facilities.

Testimonies of survivors, brothel operators and soldiers are important materials in that they
show naked facts that do not appear in public documents or cannot be imagined by researchers.
Analyses of testimonies should be intensified in the future. And at the same time, it is significantly

important to verify their precious testimonies in a more objective manner. The verification and

1) Compiled and interpreted by Yoshiaki Yoshimi, Sourcebook on Comfort Women, Otsukishoten, 1992;
financed by Asian Women’ s Fund, Collection of Materials Related to Comfort Women Vol. 1-6,
Ryuukeishosha, 1997; Tokuran Shu, Sourcebook on Comfort Women in Taiwan, Fujishuppan, 2001; Choi
Deok-su, Byeon Eun-jin, Yuka Anzako, Written Sources Related to Comfort Women Vol. 1-2, Ministry of
Gender Equality, 2002; compiled by Yuko Suzuki, Yone Yamashita, Masaru Tonomura, Collected Materials
on Comfort Women of the Japanese Military, Akashishoten, 2006, Sejong University, Evidential Materials
on Japan’ s Comfort Women Issues 1. Translating and Analyzing Materials on Comfort Women Issues
from 1937 to 1945, Goldegg, 2018, etc.

2) Kazu Nagai, “Consideration of the Establishment of Comfort Facilities and Comfort Women,” Twentieth
Century Studies, 1% issue, 2000.
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analysis of materials that could lay a foundation for research, like Nagai’s, will be required more and
more in the future.

This paper aims to verify historic materials including testimonies to and new studies of
Punghaeru and Eunwolru, prostitution facilities discovered in Bangjin, North Hamgyeong
Province. While the two facilities are considered commercial brothels in that they were operated
by private operators, there are also testimonies that the facilities were usually used by navy
soldiers. Documents or literature that directly mention prostitution or comfort facilities in the
region of Bangjing have yet to be found. Bangjin is a small farming village near the coast, and
no records have been discovered that show there were military facilities in the area in which
Punghaeru and Eunwolru were located. The area was not the battlefield in wartime. Therefore
it is needed to carefully verify whether the two can be defined as comfort facilities. To tell the
conclusion first, this speaker believes that Punghaeru and Eunwolru were not exactly same as
comfort facilities of battlefields and occupied areas, but had different characteristics from private
brothels located in other areas of Joseon (Gyeongseong and Busan, etc.) and suggested classifying
the two brothels as “colonial comfort facilities (for detailed explanations, see next section).”

North Korea also paid great attention to the comfort women issue from the 1990s and
conducted an individual research. However, almost all of the materials released in North Korea
are testimonies of survivors or persons concerned with comfort facilities.” This speaker carried
out a field survey in Ranam, Hoeryeong, and Cheongjin of North Korea, and ahead of the
survey, the country asked people’s committees to cooperate with the survey. Persons in charge
of each region carried out presurvey of former building sites and arranged interviews with
those who had experienced the war, but no one knew any documents left when this speaker
asked. It is also uncertain to tell whether related public documents remain in North Korea

despite examination of research papers. This remains as a task for the future. This paper verifies

3) Kim Yeong, Yuka Anzako, The Province of North Hamgyeong and Comfort Facilities/Brothels, compiled by
Song Yeon-ok, Kim Yeong, The Military and Sexual Violence: 20th Century of the Joseon Peninsula, Gendai
Shiryo shuppan, 2012.

4) For North Korea’ s attempts to address “comfort facility” issues, see Kim Yeong, “North Korea” s ‘Comfort
Facility’ Issues and the Japanese Colonialism” ; written by Song Yeon-ok, Kim Gwi-ok, et al., Colonialism,
War and Military Comfort Women, Sunin Book, 2017.
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testimonies on modern prostitution facilities whose traces are left in North Korea based on

materials of the Japanese military and government that have been made public.

2. Definition of Japanese military and colonial comfort
facilities

First, this paper explains several things on colonial comfort facilities. Yoshiaki Yoshimi in his
pioneering research defined comfort facilities as the following three: (D facilities directly operated
by the military exclusively for soldiers and camp followers; @) facilities operated by civilians but
controlled and managed by the military exclusively for soldiers and camp followers; @ facilities
not only accessible to ordinary people but also provided by the military with special benefits in
order for the military to designate and use.” In addition, he pointed out that there were many
intermediate forms between facilities directly operated by the military and commercial prostitute
facilities. In other words, the key point of the definition lies in some degrees of direct/indirect
involvement of the Japanese military in terms of installment, management and operation,
through which Yoshimi attempted to distinguish comfort facilities from various commercial
prostitution facilities under state-regulated prostitution system and clarify the responsibility
of the Japanese military, and further, the Japanese Emperor and government. The definition is
highly important in order to clarify Japan’s responsibility as a nation for the comfort women
system.

This definition, however, caused tacit recognition that comfort facilities were actually
located only in battlefields and the occupied areas or areas in which the Japanese military was
stationed. As survivors testified there were comfort facilities in Busan,” South Korea, and Nanam

and Bangjin, North Korea, the possibility of comfort facilities in areas other than battlefields and

5) Yoshiaki Yoshimi, “Chapter 1. What Are the Military Comfort Women,” written and compiled by Yoshiaki
Yoshimi, Hirofumi Hayashi, Joint Research: Japanese Military Comfort Women, Otsukishoten, 1995, 6p.

6) Compiled by the Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery by Japan, the Korea
Research Institute for Comfort Women, Collection of Testimonies. Forcibly Mobilized Korean Comfort
Women Vol. 1-2, Hanul, 1993, 1997, etc.
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posts of the Japanese armed forces was raised.” Despite such testimonies, however, materials that
obviously show the Japanese military managed comfort facilities in Joseon® and Taiwan, most
areas of which did not become battlegrounds, though the countries were occupied by Japan. In
addition, the existence of comfort facilities seemingly managed directly by the military has not
been verified in an empirical way under the situation where private prostitution facilities were
available to address soldiers” sexual comfort.

Upon this, this speaker argued in a joint research that in colonies, areas under militarily
special control, there were prostitution facilities different from ones with commercial purpose,
though they did not have the same conditions as comfort facilities set up in battlefields and
occupied areas, and such facilities should be newly classified as “colonial comfort facilities.””
Most of Japanese armed forces stationed in Joseon were concentrated in Joseon’s border areas
with China and Russia to the extent that one out of two divisions that permanently stayed in
Joseon was in South and North Gamgyeong Provinces and the other was deployed in the border
area with China. Nanam, the city which North Korea announced had comfort facilities, was
a typical military city. This speaker considers that given the environment and the situation of
that time, the prostitution facilities in Bangjin were highly likely to be used exclusively for the
military. Such prostitution facilities had closer relations with the Japanese military. That is why
they were considered having different characteristics from commercial prostitution facilities
located in Gyeongseong and other Joseon cities, in terms of the situation and conditions.
Therefore, this paper suggests “colonial comfort facilities” as an intermediate form, compared to
comfort facilities in the strict sense, defined by Yoshimi.

This paper persistently distinguishes comfort facilities in the strict sense from commercial
prostitution facilities because this speaker believes that in order to make sure Japan’s responsibility

as a nation is indisputable, it is extremely important to stick to Yoshimi’s definition that lays stress

7) “Military Comfort Women,” Commission on Countermeasures for Victims of the Pacific War; “The Actual
State of the Japanese Military Comfort Facilities in Cheongjin, North Hamgyeong Province of Joseon,”
Kim Bu-ja, Song Yeon-ok; Comfort Women: The True State of Sexual Violence in Wartime—Cries of
Forcibly Mobilized Victims, Confession from Pyeongyang, Fubaisha, 2001, etc.

8) To put it strictly, Joseon’ s border areas including Cheongjin and Hoeryeong became fierce battlefields for
several days as Russia took part in the war on August 9, 1945.

9) Kim Yeong, Yuka Anzako, lbid.
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on their relations with the Japanese military by drawing a line between comfort and commercial
prostitution facilities. Concluding commercial prostitution facilities as comfort facilities without
any verification could raise various problems. Until 1992, the Japanese government professed
that private operators were responsible for comfort women since they recruited those women.
In addition, Japanese right wing is still trying to make the public think those comfort women
engaged in prostitution. Against these backdrops, it is significantly important to define comfort
facilities as those that had obviously certain relations with the Japanese military. The term of
colonial comfort facilities also highlights the Japan’s colonial rule of Joseon was based on military
ruling,

On the other hand, one of the other important aspects in the Japanese military’s comfort
women issues is that the comfort women system was based on the prostitution system of Japan
and Joseon under colonial rule.'” The relations between comfort facilities and the Japanese
military should be strictly verified in terms of “responsibility,” while the idea of institutionalizing
comfort facilities was never be come up with, withourt the existing prostitution system and
network based on human trafficking, like state-regulated prostitution. It is noted that state-
regulated prostitution and the comfort women system are virtually equivalent to each other in

that a state commercializes and manages the sex of women and exposes it to daily violence.

3. The true state of comfort facilities in Bangjin based on
testimonies

Bangjin-dong is an hour’s drive away from Cheongjin, North Hamgyeong Province of

10) For example, for the state-regulated prostitution and the comfort women system, see Song Yeon-ok,
“Historical Development from the State-regulated Prostitution to the Comfort Women System,” Judge the
Sex Slave System of the Japanese Military—Records of Women s International War Crimes Tribunal in
2000 Vol. 3, Ryokufu, 2000; or Takeshi Fujinaga, “State-regulated Prostitution in Colonies and the Comfort
Women System of the Japanese Military,” compiled by Kiyohide Hayakawa, War, Violence and Women.
Colonies and War Responsibility, Yoshikawa Kobunkan, 2005, etc. In addition, it is also important to view
comfort women of the Japanese military or Korean comfort women as a form of sexual violence against
women that occurred by war. See the introduction of the abovementioned book written and compiled by
Song Yeon-ok, Kim Yeong.
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North Korea. The North Korean government announced in 1998 that comfort facilities were
discovered in this region."” Upon the announcement, Japanese journalist Takashi Ito in 1998
to 2001, Kim Yeong and Yuka Anzako in 2003, and Kim Yeong in 2008 respectively visited
the area to investigate the traces of Punghaeru and Eunwolru, which are assumed as comfort
facilities in Bangjin, and interviewed persons in charge.'” Takashi Ito interviewed four residents
who lived in Bangjin before the independence and Shin Rak-cheon (born in 1930 and worked
at Haeju Medical School at that time) who remembered the facilities since he had lived right
next to them. Kim Yeong and Anzako interviewed Mr. Shin and other resident who also lived
there ahead of the independence. Before verification by historical materials, this paper simply

summarizes their testimonies to Punghaeru and Eunwolru as follows:

* At that time, Bangjin was a half farming and half fishing village with about 150
houses. In those facilities, 15-16 policemen resided in a police stand, and 7-8
military policemen and a Korean special higher policemen stayed in a military
police detachment.

* At that time, those facilities were guarded by the military police, not accessible to
residents. Eunwolru was constructed around 1936 and Punghaeru around July to
August 1938.

* Eunwolru was operated by a Japanese woman, and Punghaeru by Yun Du-man, a
Korean who belonged to the Kwandung Army.

+ About 20 people were working at Eunwolru at every time, about 15 people at
Punghaeru.

* Soldiers for ground service visited Punghaeru everyday, while soldiers on a ship
visited on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. Soldiers landed at Yujin Port near
Bangjin and walked about one kilometer to visit the facility.

* After the independence, residents heard from women who had worked at

Punghaeru and Eunwolru about inside stories

11) Kim Yeong, “North Korea’s ‘Comfort Women’ Issues and Japanese Colonialism,” unpublished manuscript,
scheduled to be published in 2016.

12) To put it in detail, Takashi Ito, “Japanese Military Comfort Facilities That Have Left,” Ibid.; Kim Yeong,
Yuka Anzako, Ibid.
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What this speaker especially puts emphasis on among those testimonies is to verify whether
only soldiers used the facilities. Takashi Ito concluded that there was no doubt the two places
were comfort facilities, arguing that on the surface, they were operated by civilians but certainly
the ones controlled and managed by the Japanese navy only for solders and camp followers.
Kim Yeong and Anzako suspended defining them as comfort facilities in the strict sense, just as
defined by Yoshimi, but argued that they are in the grey but infinitely close to black zone, and
such a form should be called “colonial comfort facilities.” This paper strives to further verify the
“involvement of the military,” including the examination of materials that were not examined at

the time of paper publication.

4, Verification by materials

The address of Punghaeru and Eunwolru in the colonial rule was Bangjin Iri, Daeyu-dong,
Punghae-myeon, Gyeongheung-gun, North Hamgyeong Province, and the current address is
Bangjin-dong, Cheongam-guyeok, Cheongjin, North Hamgyeong Province. The places now
belong to the city of Cheongjin, and the name of administrative district has quite changed from
that of the Japanese colonial rule. Bangjin is written 757 in Chinese, but was not recorded
in a united manner: for example, Bangjin was often written /7% in the administrative district
name table of the Japanese Government-General of Korea and 75 or /5 in military-related
materials. However, the Collection of Joseon Contour Maps with a scale of 1:50,000 created by
the Japanese Government-General of Korea adopts 757, so this paper also uses 7513,

This speaker conducted a field survey of Punghaeru and Eunwolru of Bangjin in October
2003, but first impression was, “Were there comfort facilities in a place like this?” In fact, even
a satellite photograph alone displays houses are scattered, and the area is surrounded by hills
with few large buildings. As seen in the photograph, forests and fields sparsely stretches here
and there and the population seems quite small. No public transportation—neither subways
nor buses—are seen. According to the testimonies, the total population of Bangjin under the
Japanese colonial rule consisted of about 150 houscholds. Was it possible that in this area, as

many as two comfort facilities really existed to sheltered 15-20 women at all time subject to
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prostitution, as testified? From where on earth did the users of those facilities come and to where
did they go? The prostitution facilities in Nanam, in which this speaker also carried out a field
survey, were located in the area with large prostitution facilities lined up, though they were
away from the downtown. In addition, they lied in the outskirts of the city. There were enough
military population to use the facilities in Nanam. Bangjin, however, was really a “rural” area
only with fields and forests. To tell the conclusion first, no public documents written on comfort
or prostitution facilities in Bangjin or its neighboring areas have yet to be discovered. However, if
the military population enough to use Punghaeru and Eunwolru is confirmed in and around the
area, the aforementioned testimonies become considerably reliable.

Then, were armed forces stationed in Bangjin? Takashi Ito concludes that Punghaeru and
Eunwolru were comfort facilities for the navy, but examinations should be conducted from the
aspects of both the army and the navy, since there were not only naval but also army facilities
in this area. First, as for the army, Bangjin (Gyeongheung-gun) is within the jurisdiction of
the 19th division of the army in terms of administrative districts. Regiments under the 19th
division were stationed in cities of Nanam, Heoryeong, Hamheung, and Pyeongyang, which
signifies neither divisions nor border guards permanently stayed in Bangjin. The army, however,
established the Rajin Fortified Zone and started constructing defense facilities in 1936 in order
to defend and guard border areas.'”” A map contained in the “Document on the Establishment
of the Rajin Fortified Zone” shows coast troops were in charge of the areas, with the border of
Duman River to the north and Sajin Bay to the south, which included Bangjin. However, the
headquarters of the Rajin Fortified Zone resided in Sinan-dong." This area adjoined Jigyeong,

the biggest city of intentionally urbanized Rajin.'” The linear distance on the map from Shinan-

13) “Document on the Establishment of the Rajin Fortified Zone,” Japan Center for Asian Historical Records
(JACAR), Ref.C01001371500, Department of the Army, Complete Records Vol. 1-S11-4-17 (housed in the
National Institute for Defense Studies).

14) “56 Headquarters of the Rajin Fortified Zone” (2nd photograph), Japan Center for Asian Historical Records
(JACAR), Ref.C13021321500, “1-20. The 1st Construction Plan, November of Showa 17,” general historical
materials of the Army, the National Institute for Defense Studies.

15) “Document on the Construction of Roads in the Rajin Fortified Zone” (7th photograph), Japan Center for
Asian Historical Records (JACAR), Ref.C01002239300, “Complete Records Vol. 2, Showa 12,” Complete
Records of the Department of the Army, Complete Records Vol. 2, the National Institute for Defense
Studies.
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dong to Bangjin is about 20 kilometers, which means one cannot go by foot without using any
transportation. In addition, if any soldiers move for entertainment, it is assumed much easier for
them to go to Jigyeong and Shinan-dong of the city.

Meanwhile, naval facilities were first identified early in 1938 in Yujin, about one kilometer
away from Bangjin. Yujin lies in the nearly southernmost area of Rajin Bay. Bangjin on the map
faces the opposite sea of the peninsula to Yujin, but the linear distance traversing the sunken
area of the peninsula is only about one kilometer (Figure 1). Yujin, unlike Bangjin, appears in
historical materials of the military earlier on: for example, it was mentioned when the British
Eastern Fleet appeared off the shore of Yujin in 1899.'” The testimonies say, “Naval soldiers
came from Yujin,” and it is definitely within walking distance. Then what kind of place was
Yujin from the military perspective?

Before exploring the naval facilities in Yujin, this paper summarizes Joseon’s naval armament
under the Japanese rule. The Japanese army was deployed with Japanese administrative areas
as a unit, but the navy, which was usually in charge of sea areas, had great difference from the
army in terms of deployed areas of responsibility. The Japanese navy divided the entire Japanese
“territory” into four defense/guard districts and assigned military ports and strategic ports in each
area. The 3rd Naval District, to which Joseon belonged, established the Naval Affairs Agency in
Sasebo and designated it as a military port, and held Jinhae, Magong (Penghu Island in Taiwan)
and Lushunkou as Strategic Port Departments (renamed Guard Departments from November
1941) under the agency. The area guarded by the Jinhae Guard Department included all waters
surrounding the Korean Peninsula, 1ki, Tsushima, and later, the Kwantung Leased Territory and
coastal waters of Manchuria. As of 1943, the waters guarded by the Jinhae Guard Department
was as seen in Figure 2. Rajin, Cheongjin, Unggi and Seongjin belong to the Sea of North
Hamgyeong.'”

16) “37. The Sinking of the British Eastern Fleet After Having Appeared on the Coast of Yujin, Meiji 32,
“Rescue of Persons Drifting from Sunken Vessels, Part: United Kingdom, Vol. 9,” Japan Center for Asian
Historical Records (JACAR), Ref.B12081656200, Records of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 3 titles, 6 types of
transportation and communications, 7 water disasters, the Diplomatic Archives of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, etc.

17) The War History Library at the National Institute for Defense Studies of the Ministry of Defense, A Series
of War History 50 Naval Military Operations in the Mainland, Asagumo Shimbun, 1975, an excerpt from
Attached Map 1. “Naval Military Operations in the Mainland.” .
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Along with the Jinhae Guard Department, the Defense Guard was established in Rajin,
the only one in Joseon. There were only three areas in which the Defense Guard was set up, and
one of them was Rajin. The period when the Defense Guards were established has not been
undisclosed yet, but it is told that they were mostly in charge of defense on the surface of the
sea and held destroyers, submarines, military vessels or boats, depending on necessity."” The
“Document on naval facility in the Rajin Fortified Zone” written by the Japanese army covers a
naval facility in the Rajin Fortified Zone (army) in Apri 1938. The name of the military unit was
not specified in the document, but the expression of the “warrant office of the defense guard”
implies that the “naval facility” is the Rajin Defense Guard."” The document records that in
Yujin, Mone aerophone, @antiaircraft guns, searchlights, and hydrophones were installed; 22
persons were deployed under the warrant office of the defense guard on March 25 of the same
year; and a total of 50 persons would be allocated soon.

The Japanese Navy exercised the “Imperial Naval War Establishment of Showa 16” on
September 1, 1941, upon the premise of breaking out a war against the United States and the
United Kingdom and classified its navy troops into overseas combat troops (combined fleets and
fleets toward China) and in-country combat troops (each naval affairs agency and strategic port
department). The former took charge of advance operations and fleet combats, while the latter
assumed responsibility of defense of the main land and the maritime guard of the waters near the
main land.”” The Jinhae Strategic Port Department (renamed Jinhae Guard Department from
November 20, 1941) belonged to in-country combat troops.

On October 1 of the same year, the Rajin Base Force was newly established under the Jinhae
Strategic Port Department. Base forces were divided into two types of specially established base
forces and special base forces. It was decided that the former was installed in advance base forces

and the latter in areas with operational and other requirements. The Rajin Base Force was one of

18) Ibid., A Series of War History 50: Naval Military Operations in the Mainland, 19p.

» o«

19) “Document on the Establishment of Naval Facilities in the Rajin Fortified Zone, Showa 30,” “The History of
Geiyo Fortress and Rajin Fortress Establishment” (War History Reference Library of the Ministry of Defense,
Library-yu-471).

20) Ibid., A Series of War History 50: Naval Military Operations in the Mainland, 21p.-22p.
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the special base forces, especially belonging to in-country combat troops, and mainly defended
areas around Rajin. The original tasks of the Jinhae Guard Department consisted of securing
safety in the Tsushima Strait, an important maritime traffic hub that bridges the main land and
the continent and conducting guarding missions against Russia. Among those tasks, the Rajin
Base Force were responsible for surveillance and vigilance against Russia. The organization chart
of military forces drafted in December 1941 shows that the Rajin Defense Force was under the
Rajin Base Force. The organization of the Rajin Base Force and the tasks of its subordinate forces
were seen in Table 1.

For several months after the outbreak of the war against the United States and the United
Kingdom (December 8, 1941), the Japanese Navy occupied different southern areas, including
Hong Kong, the Malay Peninsula, and Singapore, so in order to defend those areas and provide
military power to overseas combat troops, the in-country combat troops were extensively
reorganized in April 1942. Accordingly, seven months later in May 1942, the Rajin Base Force
was reformed to the Rajin Special Base Force. The biggest change in the shift from the Rajin Base
Force to the Rajin Special Base Force was the name of the Rajin Defense Force was just changed
to the Rajin Special Base Force. The Rajin Defense Force had never been established since then.””

As of May 1945, the organization of the Rajin Special Base Force was composed of three
units: the Unit for Northern Sea Defense, the Rajin Landguard Unit, and the Communications
Unit. The main tasks of the Unit for Northern Sea Defense are () patrolling the defense sea
surface (the sea surface of 38 degrees or higher north defended by the Jinhae Guard Department)
and scorching submarines, opening waterways, cramping down and rescuing vessels 2 detecting
and guarding the movements of Russia’s vessels and aircraft. The Rajin Landguard Unit had
key tasks including D landguard and counterintelligence @) air surveillance and air defense
® surveillance and guard against Russia around borders.”” The landguard unit deployed anti-

aircraft batteries and specially-established defense corps on the ground, while the maritime

21) “May of Showa 17,” JACAR Ref.C12070162900, general historical materials of the Navy, legislation, internal
regulations, April-June of Showa 17, Internal Regulations Vol. 2, the National Institute for Defense Studies.

22) “May 1 of Showa 20-May 31 of Showa 20, Wartime Daily Report of the Rajin Special Base Force (1)5 JACAR
Ref.C08030283500, general historical materials of the Navy @ vessels, land forces, detailed combat reports
and wartime daily reports, Detailed Combat Reports and Wartime Daily Reports (1-391).
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defense guard installed the fleet with special assignments and defense stations.

In the “Wartime Daily Report of the Rajin Special Base Force,” as of 1945, the Rajin
Special Base Force held a total of seven units of fleets, including six vessels—Ship Hokumaru,
Ship Kokaimaru VI, Ship Hachisenmaru, Ship Kyoryomaru XI, Ship Naekurimaru, Ship
Akiramaru—and one tug boat. Action logs of a month written in the daily records show where
each ship was everyday.”” If examining this data closely, one can tell the fact that nearly every
vessel anchored at Yujin Port for most of the month. In other words, all vessels repeatedly left
and arrived the port, and rarely went to other ports such as Cheongjin before finally returning to
Yujin Port again. Yujin Port was the anchorage of all vessels which belonged to the Rajin Special
Base Force. Such an anchorage state can also be confirmed in the “Wartime Daily Report of the
Jinhae Defense Department” of June 1944.”" Their time periods are different, but the “Wartime
Daily Report of Rajin Defense Force (from December 1941 to April 1942) shows the Port Yujin
was the starting point of all vessels of the force (see Figure 3). The port was also designated as
a waiting location, and the place to which vessels that had completed missions returned to was
also the port.””

Meanwhile, how many soldiers were there in the Rajin Base Force? As seen in Figure 2,
there were a total of 1,161 in May 1945 with officers, soldiers and others all combined, and 1,234
in June 1945, which implies a troop consisted of more than 1,000 persons.

The abovementioned materials show that Yujin was an important military port of Rajin,
the base for guarding northern waters of Joseon and activities against Russia. In all records of the
Rajin Defense Force and the Rajin Special Base Force, nearly every vessel anchored at Yujin Port
or used the port as a strategic point. Therefore, the testimony that navy soldiers who landed at

Yujin Port visited Punghaeru and Eunwolru is quite reliable.

23) Ibid., “Wartime Daily Report of Rajin Special Base Force, from May 1 of Showa 20 to May 31 of Showa 20”
(7p-9p.).
24) “June 1 of Showa 19-June 30 Showa 19, Wartime Daily Reports of the Jinhae Defense Guard (1),” JACAR

Ref.C08030516900, general historical materials of the Navy @ vessels, land forces, detailed combat reports
and wartime daily reports, Detailed Combat Reports and Wartime Daily Reports (392-719).

25) “September 1 of Showa 16-May 19 of Showa 17, Wartime Daily Reports of the Rajin Defense Force (1),
JACAR Ref.C08030457800, general historical materials of the Navy @ vessels, land forces, detailed combat
reports and wartime daily reports, Detailed Combat Reports and Wartime Daily Reports (392-719).
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5. Conclusion

Though there is a strong possibility that Punghaeru and Eunwolru in Bangjin were
prostitution facilities operated by civilians, it is quite persuasive that its residents did not (or
could not) use the facilities considering their testimonies, its uncrowded environment, and its
geographical location. In addition, according to the abovementioned materials, there were no
military facilities adjacent Punghaeru and Eunwolru, and it is evident that Yujin, about one
kilometer away from Bangjin, was the area where most navy soldiers permanently stayed and
soldiers there were easy to access to the facilities by foot. Given historical materials and situations,
Punghaeru and Eunwolru can be regarded as facilities mostly used by soldiers. However, it is no
matter of course that documents on Bangjin have not been organized, and further research should
be conducted on Yujin, including the detailed actual conditions of military facilities and the
possible existence of other comfort and prostitution facilities for soldiers in the area. In addition,
prostitution facilities that have a similar nature to colonial comfort facilities located in military
strategic points of Joseon should be verified one by one. Records on the use of comfort facilities
should also be sought from memoirs of Japanese soldiers.*”

It is obvious that some prostitution facilities in Joseon existed exclusively for soldiers and
were different from those operated by civilians. This speaker believes that by newly classifying
this as “colonial comfort facilities,” it is possible to demonstrate there were close relations

between the colonial rule and the comfort women system from a different angle.

26) There is a written document containing a navy soldier’ s comment that there were such facilities near
Yujin, though the exact location was uncertain (Kim Yeong, Yuka Anzako, see abovementioned paper).
However, the author explains it is a “novel written like a memoir,” so it still lacks reliability.
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[Figure 1. Bangjin and Yujin]
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27) The War History Library at the National Institute for Defense Studies of the Ministry of Defense, A Series
of War History 50: Naval Military Operations in the Mainland, Asagumo Shimbun, 1975, an excerpt from
Attached Map 1. “Naval Military Operations in the Mainland.” .
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[Table 1. Main tasks of the Rajin Base Force] »*

Unit name Main tasks Detailed acts

1. The force conducts thorough surveillance
for air defense.
Rajin land ) 2. The Land Guard Unit mounts guards at
defense force L. Air defense its guard department in an emergenc
2. Landguard & P gency
case.
3. Anti-fire, anti-gas and rescue units stand
by in order to be rapidly deployed.

1. The force detects the invasion of
enemies’ vessels in advance by patrolling
defense sea areas.

2. The force may conduct mine-sweeping
before the entrance of important vessels
to guide seaways.

1. Defends entrance of
Rajin Bay

2. Guards and detects
enemies’ use of coasts

in Vladivostok as well . .
3. The force conducts mine-sweeping
as the movements of

. . depending on situations.
Russian vessels and air

Directly-led forces 4. Special patrollers detect enemies’
Rajin maritime use of coasts in Vladivostok and the

3. joins forces with the . .
defense force . . movements of Russian vessels and air
Maitsuru Naval Affairs forces

Agency in regard to the
protection of maritime
transportation in
northwestern area of the

5. The force works with the Maitsuru
Naval Affairs Agency in accordance
with the Special Order for Maritime
Transportation Protection in

East Sea
Northwestern Area of the East Sea, by
directly convoying important vessels if
necessary.
1. The unit transmits communications
and detects enemies’ movements
N . o in accordance to the predetermined
Rajin Transmits communications . s
. . military communications plan of the
communications | and detects enemies .
. Jinhae Guard Department.
unit movements

2. The radio direction finding station
measures the direction of Russian
vessels and aircraft.

28) “December 1 of Showa 16 -December 31 of Showa 16, Wartime Daily Reports of the Jinhae Defense Guard
(4),” JACAR Ref. C08030513700, general historical materials of the Navy, vessels, land forces, detailed
combat reports and wartime daily reports, Detailed Combat Reports and Wartime Daily Reports (392-719).
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[Figure 3. Behavior of the fleet of the Rajin Special Base Force] *
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[Table 2. Total number of people in the Rajin Special Base Force]
Special Non-
Type Officers | warrant | commissioned | Soldiers | Others Total
officers officers
No. of May, 1945 27 35 217 852 30 1,161
No. of June, 1945 33 39 216 916 30 1,234

29) “June 1 of Showa 19-June 30 of Showa 19, Wartime Daily Reports of the Jinhae Defense Guard (1),” JACAR
Ref.C08030516900, general historical materials of the Navy @ vessels, land forces, detailed combat reports
and wartime daily reports, Detailed Combat Reports and Wartime Daily Reports (392-719).
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Current Status of and Future Tasks for
Japanese Materials on the Japanese

Military “Comfort Women”"

| Kim Sang-gyu (Department of Korean History, Korea University)

Introduction

The Japanese military “comfort women” is the most sensitive historical issue between Korea
and Japan. The discovery and release of public documents since the 1990s has significance in
that it served as an important momentum for making an issue of related social movements. In
particular, the disclosure of Yoshiaki Yoshimi’s materials on the Japanese military played a key
role in drawing out the admission from Minister of State for Defense Koichi Kato in 1992 and

the Kono Statement in 1993.

1) This script is a modified and supplemented version of the one presented in the National Conference of
History in 2016 titled “The Accumulation and Composition of Materials on the Japanese Military Comfort
Women.”
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Materials on the Japanese military comfort women assume various such as documents,
photographs, videos, oral statements, memoirs and news articles. Among these documents, this
presentation mainly covers the characteristics of Japanese public documents.

It is a matter of common knowledge that the Japanese government and military
systematically destroyed related public documents when the country’s defeat became certain.
However, not all documents were scrapped, and some have remained undamaged. Public
documents after the World War II can be classified into four categories:z) 1) documents hidden
to avoid being destroyed (documents of the army and the navy3) and administrative documents)
2) materials confiscated by the Allied Forces” 3) documents left in colonies, occupied areas and
battlegrounds” 4) materials written by the Allied Forces.

After the investigation and announcement of the Japanese government on its military
comfort women in 1992 and 1993, these materials have been unveiled mainly by civic groups.”
At this time when some 20 years have passed since comfort women became an issue, this speaker
believes that it is difficult to expect any materials could “decisively” change the direction of

related movements and debates as they did in the past.”

2) Ministry of Gender Equality, “Current State of Literature on the Japanese Military Comfort Women,”
Introduction for the Understanding of Comfort Women, 2002, 3p.-6p.

3) Among military documents, the Complete Records was not destroyed. In addition, there are some
materials kept by military officials based on their individual judgement, instead of discarding them. Some
of materials not destroyed were confiscated and brought by the United States military to its country after
the war and returned to Japan after 1958. The two materials are preserved and open to the public in the
Ministry of Defense and the National Archives of Japan, respectively.

4) Those are materials confiscated by the Allied Forces during the war. They were forfeited without being
destroyed in Pacific Islands, the Philippines, Okinawa and Myanmar.

5) They include documents that have been made public by China over the past several years.

6) The Abe administration announces opinions in the resolutions of the Cabinet based on public documents
that had discovered before the Kono Statement. Accordingly, since August 2015, Japanese civic group
Center for Research and Documentation on Japan ‘s War Responsibility, the Network for Research on
Forced Labor Mobilization, and the Women’ s Active Museum on War and Peace (WAM, http:/wam-peace.
org) have made public documents on the Japanese military comfort women, which have been discovered
since the Kono Statement, on the Internet by classifying them as those recognized and not recognized by
the Japanese government.

7) However, as Choi Jong-gil mentioned, it is reasonable to understand that materials are undiscovered,
rather than not existing. In reality, since documents were disclosed in 1992 upon the request of the
Japanese National Diet, no government research has been conducted or made public. In addition, if the
range of materials is expanded to those other than public documents out of Japan, personal materials
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Against this backdrop, what has to be done in the aspect of materials in regard to the
Japanese military comfort women? This speaker believes that it is necessary to reexamine the
classification and composition of previously released materials thoroughly and reconstruct and
organize the context of those materials. In short, an emphasis has been so far put on discovering
the existence of documents on comfort women from public documents related to the Japanese
military, and in the future, understanding of the context of documents by analyzing those found
by advanced researchers and civic groups will be needed.”

As mentioned later, currently released and published materials are useful to extract
facts related to the comfort women but have a significant limitation in that the context of
the materials is buried. This presentation summarizes the state of the disclosure of public
documents on the Japanese military comfort women and remaining tasks for the documents by

characteristics.

1. History of the disclosure of materials on the Japanese military

comfort women stored in Japan

The Japanese military comfort women issue was brought up by women’s organizations
such as the Korean Women's Associations United and the Korea Church Women United and
received the media attention from 1989.” No opinions on the issue were officially announced

by the Japanese government before. However, just as Tsutao Shimizu, the director-general of

like memoirs and materials stored in the United States, Australia, and Southeastern nations may become
open to the public. (Choi Jong-gil, “The examination of the establishment and operation of the Japanese
military comfort women system through reconstitution of administrative documents,” Korea-Japan
Historical Review No. 51, 2016, 452p.)

8) Such attempts have recently been made in succession. Choi Jong-gil attempted the contextual
understanding of materials by reconstituting administrative documents, and Ha Jong-moon is trying
to reconstruct released war diaries in Chinese regions to figure out the establishment and actual use of
comfort facilities.

9) Media coverage on the movements of the 1980s and Kim Hak-sun’ s testimonies in 1991 were not the first
of their kind. The story of Bae Bong-gi in Okinawa already made headlines in the 1970s on the Japanese
media. However, the case did not strongly resonate for the Korean society.
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the Employment Security Bureau of the Labor Ministry, answered at the budget committee of
the Upper House in June 1990 that “There were no interventions of the Japanese government,”
public figures in Japan deemed to represent the “government’s stance” had basically stated their
views that there were no government interventions and therefore there was no responsibility.
Before then, the Japanese government maintained a stance that there was no government
intervention.

As everyone knows, Kim Hak-sun testified in public on August 14, 1991, drawing more
public attention, and three persons including Kim went into headlines by filing a claim for
damages against the Japanese government on December 6, 1991. The testimonies offered by
victims themselves created a stir in society. Then Minister of Defense Kato expressed a stance at
a press conference held in December 1991 that it was difficult to address those testimonies since
no materials proving the intervention of Japanese government agencies had not been found.

Ahead of the visit of Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa in January 1992, the
comfort women issue made headlines everyday in Korea and Japan. The Korean government
decided to officially bring up the issue and requested fact finding to the Japanese government at
the Korea-Japan Foreign Ministry Director-general Meeting. It secems that in this context, the
Japanese government also ordered government ministries and agencies to investigate materials in
December 1991.

Meanwhile, Yoshiaki Yoshimi, who resided in the United States, already knew the existence
of comfort women-related materials housed in the library of the National Institute for Defense
Studies of the Ministry of Defense and found and made public those materials in The Asahi
Shimbun on January 11, 1992, after Kim Hak-sun’s testimonies. On January 12, just a day later,
Minister of Defense Koichi Kato admitted the Japanese government’s intervention and issued a
statement of apology on January 13."”

On July 6, 1992, at a news conference for releasing the investigation results on comfort
women, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono issued the “Chief Cabinet Secretary Statement
for a Press Conference.” In the statement, Kono directly admitted government interventions by

saying, “Government interventions were recognized.” The interventions admitted at that time

10) Choi Jong-gil, Ibid., 447p.
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included (D establishing comfort facilities (2) supervising persons in charge of recruitment of
comfort women (3 constructing and expanding comfort facilities @ managing and supervising
comfort facilities 5 managing hygiene of comfort facilities and comfort women (©) issuing
identification to persons concerned with comfort facilities.

At this point, the Japanese government published the interim report of investigation
findings. The investigation whose results were released on July 6, 1992, was conducted from
December 1991 to June 1992, as the Cabinet Councilors® Office on External Affairs requested
a literature investigation to each government agencies and public organizations (the National
Police Agency, the Ministry of Defense, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, the Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare, the Ministry of Labor, the National Archives of Japan, and the National Diet
Library) as well as dispatched investigators to the National Archives and Records Administration
of the United States. At that time, a total of 127 documents were found, including 70 from
the Ministry of Defense, 52 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1 from the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and 4 from the Ministry of Health, Labor
and Welfare."” The investigation and its publication continued until the statement of the Chief
Cabinet Secretary was issued in August 1993. The Korean government organized the Task Force
for Comfort Women led by the director-general of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on January
24, 1992, and published an interim report.'” This report includes the list of materials released by
the Japanese government in 1992 and their translated summaries.

In this situation, Yoshimi discovered materials related to the Japanese military comfort
women scattered everywhere and combined them with the government investigation results to
publish Sourcebook on Comfort Women'” (hereinafter referred to as “Yoshimi Collection”) in

November 1992.

After that, the Japanese government announced the second investigation report on August

11) February 10, 1997, Requested Materials for the Budget Committee of the Upper House, 1p.

12) Task Force for Comfort Women, Interim Report of Research on the Actual Condition of Military Comfort
Women under the Japanese Rule, 1992. However, this was the last report of the task force. Reports of
the Korean government published since then do not mention materials disclosed by Yoshimi in 1993 and
later and materials additionally made public by the Japanese government since 1993.

13) Yoshiaki Yoshimi, Sourcebook on Comfort Women, Otsukishoten, 1992.
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4, 1993. It also issued the “Statement of the Chief Cabinet Secretary on the Announcement of
Comfort Women-related Investigation Report.” In the statement, the government admitted (D
the establishment of comfort facilities in extensive areas and the existence of a number of comfort
women (2) the intervention of the Japanese military in constructing and managing comfort
facilities and transporting women to those facilities 3 the recruitment of comfort women by
operators upon the request of the Japanese military @ a lot of cases of forcible mobilization
of women against their will ® the direct intervention of the authorities in recruitment 6
the oppressive environment of comfort facilities @ the recruitment, transportation, and
management of comfort women of the Korean Peninsula mostly against their will.

The materials of the Japanese government was published as a document titled “In Regard
to So-called Military Comfort Women” in August 1993. The second literature investigation was
conducted until June 1993, as did the first research, targeting the National Police Agency, the
Ministry of Defense, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare,
the Ministry of Labor, the National Archives of Japan, and the National Diet Library, and the
National Archives and Records Administration of the United States. Interviews were also carried
out in Seoul on June 26-30, 1993, with experts and persons at organizations related to victims.
Since then, there has been no cases confirmed, in which the Japanese government officially

C " 14
conducted investigation on Japanese military comfort women.”

In 1995, the Asian Women’s Fund (AWF) was established. The fund compiled materials
investigated by the Japanese government to publish a total of five volumes of the Collected
Materials on the Military Comfort Women Researched by the Japanese Government

(Ryukeishoten, hereinafter referred to as “AWF Collection”).

14) At that time of the announcement of the survey results, criticism was raised that important materials such
as additional investigation results of the Ministry of Defense’ s data and materials on Joseon and Taiwan
possessed by the Ministry of Colonial Affairs and the Home Ministry were not made public. (Shinichi Arai,
1993, “Celebrating the 1st Edition,” quarterly magazine Study on War Responsibility 1st edition, 3p.) In
addition, according to the Requested Materials for the Budget Committee of the Upper House in 1997, 33
documents (Allied Translator and Interpreter Section (ATIS)-related documents housed by the National
Diet Library, the National Archives United Kingdom, the Ministry of Defense, the National Police Agency,
and the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare) can be found in the list of the “Investigation Results on So-
called Military Comfort Women Issue” (which have been discovered since August 1993).
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The sourcebooks and materials were disclosed mainly by individual researchers from the
late of the 1990s, rather than by the government. In 1999, Taiwanese researcher Zhu Delan
complied materials of the Taiwanese colonization company housed in the Taiwan Historica to
publish the Collected materials on Investigation and Research of Taiwanese Comfort Women.
Based on these materials, Zhu then collected materials on the state-regulated prostitution
management from documents of the Japanese Government-general of Taiwan, materials on
comfort facilities and comfort women from documents of the Taiwanese colonization company,
and materials on Taiwanese comfort women from documents of the Japanese Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Defense to publish Collected Materials on Taiwanese
Comfort Women" in 2001. In 2006, the Collected Materials on Comfort Women of the
Japanese Military'® (hereinafter referred to as “Suzuki Collection”) edited by Yuko Suzuki, Yone
Yamashita, and Masaru Tonomura was published. The AWF Collection includes materials not
only on comfort women but also on labor mobilization and state-regulated prostitution.

In 2008, the Society for the Investigation of Sexual Violence in Combat Areas gathered
materials on the Japanese military comfort women from the Japanese army war historic data
in the Philippines housed in the library of and published Collected Materials: Management
of Sex and Sexual Violence in the Japanese Military."” This is a collection of reports on the
management of sex and sexual abuse from the army’s historical materials in the Philippines,
which are housed in the Library of the National Institute for Defense Studies of the Ministry
of Defense. It is a collection of excerpts of comfort women-related materials from mission
records of each military unit and documents issued by the military government, such as “Camp

» «

Diary,” “Detailed Combat Report,” “Detailed Duty Report,” and “List of Operation Orders.
The book is compiled into four chapters of Comfort Facilities, Countermeasures to Sexually
Transmitted Diseases, Supervision of Sexual Problems, and Testimonies in the Field. In 2011,

the International Military Tribunal for the Far East—Collected Materials on Sexual Violence, for

15) Zhu Delan, Collected Materials on Taiwanese Comfort Women Vol. 1-2, Fujishuppan, 2001.

16) Yuko Suzuki, Yone Yamashita, Masaru Tonomura (Eds.), Collected Materials on Comfort Women of the
Japanese Military Vol. 2, Akashishoten, 2006.

17) Society for the Investigation of Sexual Violence in Combat Areas, Collected Materials: Management of Sex
and Sexual Violence in the Japanese Military from in the Philippines 1941 to 1945, nashinoki-sha, 2008.
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which Yoshiaki Yoshiaki compiled materials on the Japanese military’s sexual violence bought up
in the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, was published. This book is a collection
of materials on sexual assault committed in China, the Philippines, Myanmar, Hong Kong, the
Andaman Islands, Dutch East indies and French Indo-China.

In 2014, Mountain-high Evidence,' a collection of materials related to the Japanese
armed forces that became open to the public in China, was published in 2014. In addition, as
mentioned above, the Center for Research and Documentation on Japan‘s War Responsibility'”
and the Network for Research on Forced Labor Mobilization continued requesting information
disclosure, and since November 2016, the Women’s Active Museum on War and Peace (WAM)
has posted public documents released in the following of the Kono Statement on the Internet. In
short, the disclosure of materials on the Japanese military comfort women has been led mostly
by individual researchers and civic groups, not by the government, since the investigation and

disclosure were conducted by the Japanese government.

2. Classification and characteristics of previously disclosed materials

on the Japanese military comfort women

As mentioned above, as social movements related to the Japanese military comfort women
and consequent researches have progressed, related materials have also been made public

. . . . 20,
consistently. Each material was published in the form of a report or a sourcebook™. Many

18) Mountain-high Evidence was translated and published in Korean in three volumes under the title of
Immoral Evidence.

19) Although not covered in this script, the Center for Research and Documentation on Japan ‘s War
Responsibility has regularly introduced newly discovered materials in quarterly magazine Study on War
Responsibility. In particular, the center has investigated the memoirs of Japanese soldiers and unveiled
details related to the Japanese military comfort women in these memoirs since 1993.

20) Some materials on the Japanese military comfort women were already published in the early 1990s,
though they were not comprehensive sourcebooks. Fujishuppan published collected opinions of
military surgeons on battlefield reports in 1990 and materials on military discipline and custom in 1992.
Collections of materials published later are as follows. Takasaki Ruji (Ed.), Written Opinions of Military
Surgeons on Battlefield Reports, Fujishuppan, 1990; interpreted by Atsushi Koketsu (Ed.), Materials on

Military Discipline and Custom, Fujishuppan, 1992; Yoshiaki Yoshimi, Sourcebook on Comfort Women,
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sourcebooks on the comfort women issue were published, but major ones are the Yoshimi
Collection, the AWF Collection, the Suzuki Collection, and the WAM materials posted online,
and materials of the Japan Center for Asian Historical Records. They share some parts with each

other and have some differences as well.

1) Yoshiaki Yoshimi, Sourcebook on Comfort Women, Otsukishoten, 1992

The Sourcebook on Comfort Women published in 1992 by Yoshiaki Yoshimi, a professor
of Chuo University (Yoshimi Collection), is the first sourcebook that put together materials on
the Japanese military comfort women.”” This book is characterized by its publication method
that a fair copy was made by collecting a large quantity of materials from not only Japan but also

the United States and many other countries, and materials written in English were translated

Otsukishoten, 1992; Asian Women’ s Fund (Ed.), Collected Materials on the Military Comfort Women
Researched by the Japanese Government Vol. 1-5, Ryukeishoten, 1997; Yutaka Yoshida, Seiya Matsuno
(Eds.), Military Records for 15 Years of War—Materials on Custom, Gendai Shiryo Shuppan, 2001; Zhu
Dalin, Collected Materials on Taiwanese Comfort Women Vol. 1, 2, Fujishuppan, 2001; Yuko Suzuki, Yone
Yamashita, Masaru Tonomura (Eds.), Collected Materials on Comfort Women of the Japanese Military
Vol. 1-2, Akashishoten, 2006; Society for the Investigation of Sexual Violence in Combat Areas, Collected
Materials: Management of Sex and Sexual Violence in the Japanese Military from in the Philippines 1941
to 1945, Nashinoki-sha, 2008; Yoshiaki Yoshimi (Ed.), International Military Tribunal for the Far East—
Collected Materials on Sexual Violence, Gendai Shiryo Shuppan, 2011. In addition, as for materials
released by the Japanese government in 1992 and 1993, the list and outline were disclosed, but their
original materials were not made public separately. The Collection of Literature on Comfort Women
published in 2002 by the Center for Korean History of Korea University with the support of the Ministry
of Gender Equality sorted materials by subdivided topic by focusing on the mobilization of comfort
women and the operation of comfort facilities. The book was based mainly on the Yoshimi Collection and
included most of materials in the Yoshimi Collection and the AWF Collection, but sorted materials were
translated and published with the original texts.

21) This sourcebook was translated in Korean by Kim Hyeong-ho and published by Seomoondang in April
1993. However, this is not a completely translated version of the Yoshimi Collection, and referring the
book requires attention since some materials are omitted. For example, in the case of Material No. 83 in
the Yoshimi Collection (Material No. 2 and 3 of the AWF Collection Vol. 4), mentioned in the Chapter 2 on
the comparison of materials of the main text, an investigation report on prostitution facilities at the end
of the material is omitted. On top of that, the same applies to the table showing permission, supervisory
right, persons in charge of recruitment contracts, and persons in charge of maintenance, ranging from
Deputy Military Governor to individual facilities, though it has a limitation that their names are deleted.
The entire table is displayed in the Yoshimi Collection, while the table is deleted without any notation in
the translated version of Seomoondang. (Yoshiaki Yoshimi (Ed.), Kim Hyeong-ho (Trans.), Sourcebook:
Military Comfort Women, Seomoondang, 1993.)
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into Japanese and published as a printed copy. This has a demerit, however, that it is difficult to
compare the printed texts with the original ones.

The Yoshimi Collection is largely divided into Commentary and Materials. The Materials
consists of 13 parts, a mixture of those classified by theme and region. The parts categorized by
theme may include Part 1: War history—after the Battle of Shanghai; Part 2: Recruitment and
transportation of military comfort women from Japan, Joseon and Taiwan (Yoshimi again classified
the part into three sections of the Sino-Japanese War, the Asia-Pacific War, and statistics on entrance
to China); Part 3: Ministry of the Army’s maintenance of discipline and measures against sexually
transmitted diseases; and Part 12: Relations in restoration. Parts classified by region are composed
of Part 4: Comfort women and comfort facilities in China; Part 5: Comfort women and comfort
facilities in Hong Kong, Part 6: Comfort women and comfort facilities in the Philippines; Part
7: Comfort women and comfort facilities Malaysia and Singapore; Part 8: Comfort women and
comfort facilities in in Indonesia; Part 9: Comfort women and comfort facilities in main land Japan;
Part 10: Comfort women and comfort facilities in the Ogasawara Islands; Part 11: Comfort women
and comfort facilities in Okinawa: and Part 13: Investigation Report by the Allied Forces (Part 13
is divided again by region into the Southwest Pacific, Southeast Asia and the South Pacific, French
Indo-China, Indonesia and Okinawa, excluding “A Report on Prison of War Interrogations No. 49”
and “An Interrogation Report of Psychological Warfare No. 27).

Yoshimi introduced a total of 106 materials by this method and specified holding
institutions and the sources of these materials in the back of the book. In addition to the
materials first investigated and released by the Japanese government in 1992 and materials
discovered by Yoshimi himself, the Yoshimi Collection mainly contains materials made public
or provided to Yoshimi by Hirofumi Hayashi, Fumiko Kawada, Kyodo News, the Society for
Holding Japan Responsible for War, and Mainichi Broadcasting System.*”

22) The translation of the Yoshimi Collection was published in 1993. (Yoshiaki Yoshimi (Ed.), Kim Hyeong-
ho (Trans.), Sourcebook: Military Comfort Women, Seomoondang, 1993.) However, some terms were
changed, and some materials were omitted arbitrarily in the process of translation.
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2) Asian Women’s Fund (Ed.), Collected Materials on the Military Comfort
Women Researched by the Japanese Government Vol. 1-5, Ryukeishoten,
1997

The Collected Materials on the Military Comfort Women Researched by the Japanese
Government was published in 1998 by the Asian Women’s Fund after it had collected materials
on the Japanese military comfort women released by the Japanese government in July 1992 and
August 1993 (hereinafter referred to as “AWF Collection”). The characteristics of this book is
that it was based on materials discovered in ministries and the National Archives and Records
Administration of the United States.

The AWF Collection is based on materials which the Japanese government ordered
ministries to investigate in 1992 and 1993. While the government’s materials in 1992 and
1993 were organized by each ministry by theme, the AWF Collection was arranged by holding
institution of materials. The 1st volume includes materials from the National Police Agency and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the 2nd and 3rd volumes are composed of materials discovered
in the Ministry of Defense, the 4th volume consists of materials from the National Archives of
Japan and the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare as well as materials of the Imperial War
Museums of the United Kingdom (these materials were subdivided into those of the Cabinet
and the Home Ministry and those of the Japanese military), and the 5th volume includes
outlines of each volume and materials of the National Archives and Records Administration of

the United States and the National Diet Library of Japan™”.

23) The Center for Korean History of Korea University interpreted and translated the Japanese official
documents contained in the AWF Collection in the process of compiling a list of and systematically
categorizing materials on the Japanese military comfort women and submitted a report titled “Selection
of Important Materials from the HerMuseum (a Database for Historical Material Management) and a
Translated and Interpreted Copy.” In April 2018, Yushi Hosaka published a translated book, Evidence
Materials on the Japanese Military Comfort Women Vol. 1, by selecting and translating materials mostly
from AWF Collection Vol. 1.

24) The subcategories consist of 1. ATIS-related documents; 2. materials related to the Southeast Asia
Translation and Interrogation Center (SEATIC); 3. materials related to the United States Office of War
Information; and 4. photographs.
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The AWF Collection contains a total of 374 materials. As for both the Yoshimi and the AWF
Collections, supporting or reference documents are classified as annexes to each document. Therefore,
the number of documents in the Yoshimi Collection is 106, but the actual number of documents is
115. Whereas the actual number of documents in the AWF Collection is as many as 374.

The AWF Collection also features a photoprint made by classifying the Yoshimi Collection
and additionally discovered materials including those from a police university by holding
institution and maintaining the original state of materials as much as possible. Whereas it
becomes impossible to see important covers, stamps, and signs in the process of receiving and
sending typeset sourcebooks, these can be identified in the AWF Collection

However, the AWF Collection has a limitation that the context disappears because it does
not contain original texts as they are, even though it is a photoprint. For example, “List of Army
Soldiers and Camp Followers’ Misdeeds in November 11 of Showa 16” (AWF Collection,
119p.-125p.) is an attachment of information on wrongdoings of army soldiers and camp
followers, excerpted from the original material, “Reports of the Current State of the Military
Police.” The AWEF Collection only includes the annex while omitting the middle cover and
the document file. In addition, the “Special Report on Unnatural Deaths of Chinese Soldiers
(AWF Collection, 147p.-149p.) contains only the body text and lost the document cover and
file, so when the document was produced and through which process it was reported were
erased. Documents themselves are related to the Japanese military comfort women system, but
they should be checked more precisely. Reading those materials also requires attention since

. . . . 2
commentaries sometimes have nothing to do with the body text™.

3) Yuko Suzuki, Yone Yamashita, Masaru Tonomura (Eds.), Collected Materials
on Comfort Women of the Japanese Military Vol. 2, Akaishishoten, 2006

The Collected Materials on Comfort Women of the Japanese Military (hereinafter referred

to as “Suzuki Collection”) is a sourcebook on comfort women published by Akaishishoten in

25) For example, in the commentary of Interrogation Report No. 94 in page 102 of the 5th volume, the
mention that “It doesn’ t mean the military operated comfort facilities” or the interpretation that “It was
stopped as soon as hostile acts were terminated” have no relations to the context at all.
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December 2006. This book compiled by three researchers—Yuko Suzuki, Yone Yamashita,
Masaru Tonomura—is composed of six chapters in two volumes.

It is arranged by theme, like the Yoshimi Collection. The 1st volume consists of Chapter
1: Materials on the Japanese military comfort women and forced labor (by Yuko Suzuki) and
Chapter 2: The state-regulated prostitution system of Joseon (Yone Yamashita). The 2nd volume
is made up of Chapter 3: Investigation team on the current state of trafficking of oriental women
and children and women and children issues of the League of Nations (Yuko Suzuki), Chapter 4:
Mobilization of women in colonized Joseon (Yuko Suzuki), Chapter 5: Mobilization of female
labors during the war and the Women’s Volunteer Corps (Masaru Tonomura), and lastly, Part
6: Commentaries for each chapter. As seen from the composition, this book covers not only
materials on the Japanese military comfort women but also materials on mobilization of women
during the war and the state-regulated prostitution system.

Though the Suzuki Collection has many materials in common with the Yoshimi and AWF
Collections, it has more original materials than the Yoshimi Collection. This is also characterized
by the fact that it is a typeset version of original texts in Japanese like the Yoshimi Collection. It
contains sorted documents published by the Japanese Government-general of Joseon and books
written by persons concerned with the military to provide a look at soldiers® problems such as
sexually transmitted diseases and morals. However, the Suzuki Collection has a limit that it is
hard to find specific materials since it does not provide the contents or list of materials, unlike
other sourcebooks, and it was divided by ministry after being sorted by theme and the date of

document creation.

4) Public documents on the Japanese military comfort women made public by

the WAM

From November 5, 2016, the original texts of official documents on the Japanese military
comfort women are open to the public in the Women’s Active Museum on War and Peace
located in Japan. The characteristics of the materials is that the WAM separately makes them
public as those admitted and not admitted by the Japanese government. Materials recognized

by the government are disclosed into materials in the Kato Statement in 1992, in the Kono
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discourse in 1993, and after the Kono statement, while materials which has yet to be recognized
by the government (especially materials of the United States, Australia, the Netherlands,
materials related to the Central Archives of the Communist Party of China, materials on war
crime trials, and some of the Japanese military and government materials, and materials of
Taiwan) are separately open to the public. Therefore, the museum has the highest number of
materials among those posted online in that original texts of materials other than the AWF
Collection, including trials materials, are included. The museum also posts materials by date
even though they are in the same file.

However, the WAM materials also has the same limitation as the AWF Collection in that
they contain excerpts from documents on the Japanese military comfort women. They also
have the same problems seen in the “List of Army Soldiers and Camp Followers’ Misdeeds
in November 11 of Showa 16” (AWF Collection, 119p.-125p.) and the “Special Report on
Unnatural Deaths of Chinese Soldiers (AWF Collection, 147p.-149p.). In addition, since
documents are divided into pieces, the dates of some materials are recorded unknown, though
they are actually identified in the original files, and in many cases, the names of each unit’s

camp diaries are written as just “Camp Diaries.” Also, the resolution of many trial materials is

degraded.

3. Comparison of Materials and Future Challenges

As already mentioned, in the AWF Collection and WAM materials, raw materials are just
extracted as they are and made public. However, the Yoshimi and Suzuki Collections include
typeset copies. It is better to use Fair copies in order to make original texts easier to read, while it
is inevitable to confirm original texts as well as printed copies in order to understand the context
of the original texts. Therefore, it is important to examine different copies of the same material
at the same time. However, several things should be noted when comparing these materials.

The first problem is the naming of materials and the notation of recorded data. The biggest
problem in comparing materials is that the same materials do not use a unified name. For

instance, newsletters, telegram inquiries, and daily orders frequently appearing in the names of
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documents are all included in camp diaries, but these names often lead to mistakes since they
are sometimes written differently as telegram inquiries, camp diaries and newsletters according
to documents. As for the “Materials on Discharging Soldiers: Report on the Discharge of the
2nd Discharge Team in the Civil Government Department in Celebes” (WAM Document No.
Military_266), The Yoshimi Collection records the name as “Report on the Discharge of the
2nd Team Discharge Team,” while the AWF Collection documents it as “Ministry of Health,
Labor and Welfare — Report on Prostitution Facilities in Cerebes.” This implies that the material
of the Yoshimi Collection is a sub-document of that of the AWF Collection. The problem is that
many cases like this are confirmed. Even in the flight schedule of soldiers and camp followers,
which is included in all sourcebooks, the original document file is an annex, part of a report on
the status of military police in China.

Next, there are differences in original texts contained in each sourcebook. Even if materials
are extracted from the same file, the materials in the Yoshimi, Suzuki and AWF Collections may
all be different. For instance, the “Meeting of Adjutants: Opinions and Q&A (added)” (WAM,
Military_088, Military_089/AWF Collection Vol. 3, 7p.-15p., 17p.-20p.; Yoshimi Collection
No. 59, 26p.; Suzuki Collection, No. 372) was extracted from the same document, but the
material of each collection are different.

Finally, there are cases where omissions or errors occur in original documents or during the
editing process.”” Critical review of historical materials is the basis of history. However, some
sourcebooks omitted original texts or quoted errors as they were in the process of editing. They
also repeated the errors intactly in the typeset version. For example, the ,Document on Women
Transported to China,” (National Fund Data 9-287, WAM Police_014; not included in the
Yoshimi and Suzuki Collections, JACAR A05032044800)"” contains the business card of Major

26) Kang Jeong-suk and Park Jeong-ae extracted and pointed out the omissions of original texts and
translations in the process of adding commentaries to and translating materials for the “Selection
of Important Materials from the HerMuseum (a Database for Historical Material Management) and a
Translated and Interpreted Copy” at the Center for Korean History of Korea.

27) The contents of the data are as follows. “Today, as having received the request from Major Kumon Arifumi,
army aircraftman and advisor to the Furusho Unit of the Shanghai Expeditionary Army, and the Director of
Recruitment and Mobilization, to transport about 400 hostesses for prostitution and the establishment of
comfort facilities for and the Shanghai Expeditionary Army, we have decided to treat them in accordance
with the Home Ministry Alert the 5th Issue on February 23 of this year -+ and sent secret notifications
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Kumon Arifumi, army aircraftman and advisor to the Shanghai Expeditionary Army at the end
of the material. The AWF Collection and the WAM sourcebook includes the front side of the
card. But the material disclosed by the Japan Center for Asian Historical Records shows its back
side, on which a mention, “Please help us dispatch about 500-strong female corps to Canton,” is

written. No body knows the reason behind the omission.
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In addition, as for the “Detailed Report of the 4th Field Hospital of the 108th Division
(North Guard Force) (June 12 of Showa 14)” (WAM Military_057; Suzuki Collection 153p.;
JACAR C11112208300), the AWF Collection has different page numbers from others. The
error is contained identically in the WAM material. In addition, a typeset version in Japanese,
included in the Suzuki Collection, also has the page numbers reversed from those of the original
texts. In addition, there are some numeric errors, with numbers wrongly written in a translated
or typeset copy in sourcebooks.

As a result, it is necessary to check the contents and context of the original document when
examining these sourcebooks. The easiest way to check the context is to compare materials with
the original ones housed in the Japan Center for Asian Historical Records or the Ministry of

Defense. As all know, materials of the Japan Center for Asian Historical Records allow readers to

to local government agencies to hire guides and let them recruit and transport women to the base. So
please make favorable arrangements.”
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calculate back their context, which unit has which materials, from which context these materials
were extracted. In addition, it is possible to figure out omitted contents or understand military
units or incidents, though they may have no direct relation with the comfort women issue.
However, as noted above, if the name is only written as that of an extracted document, or if only
part of a document is extracted, it is not easy to compare them. In addition, the Japan Center
for Asian Historical Records does not disclose data related to personal information due to the
influence of the recent privacy law. In this case, one cannot help referencing materials contained

. . 28
in previous sourcebooks. )

Conclusion

It is true that the disclosure of Japanese official documents related to the Japanese military
comfort women has greatly contributed to proving the existence and making an issue of the
comfort women. However, the context of these released documents seems not to be well
reflected in and understood by Korean society. As mentioned above, the sourcebooks and
materials that have been unveiled so far have great significance and limitations to some degree as
well. Differences were made in the way of sorting and selecting materials, and some minor errors
were also caused.

Therefore, it seems necessary to fully review each material in the future. It is also needed to
select approaches to documents by confirming the context of original documents, for example,

whether the document is the Camp Diary or the Complete Records.

28) For example, as for the “Document on Syphilis Checkup” in military-related documents, only the cover is
currently available in the Japan Center for Asian Historical Records due to private information issue. Also,
some materials such as violent photographs were omitted or deleted when the center edited or complied
materials before their release, though they are not related to the Japanese military comfort women.
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The Resources Related to the “Comfort
Women” Kept in the United States:
The Current Status and Future Tasks”

| KWAK, Kwi Byung

1. Introduction: Data Fetishism and Gaps in Data Studies

In the Republic of Korea (ROK), August is the month when people’s attention to the
“Comfort Women” issue is higher than ever. Ironically, the interest to this issue is becoming
increasingly enthusiastic ever since the agreement between the ROK and Japan was signed on
December 28, 2015, which hampered even academic research on the “comfort women” issue.
Both the public and private sectors in August hold a variety of events, and major broadcast
and press agencies produce and release special programs and reports in commemoration of the

“Comfort Women” Day.

1) Please refrain from referencing this paper as it is intended for a presentation and is not fully complete.
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At the same time, an unprecedented level of expectation is building up on new “comfort
women” resources as well. In particular, since the research team led by professor Chung Chin
Sung of Seoul National University in 2017 released a footage showing Korean (Joseon) “comfort
women,” the attention on “comfort women’-related records started to go beyond documents
and photographs toward videos. It seems that there is a common expectation in the enthusiastic
interest surrounding the resources, that is, new data will serve as evidence to leave Japan with
no choice but to accept legal liability for the “comfort women.” There seems to be a huge
expectation that new evidential data to prove forced mobilization will be discovered even under
the framework promoted by Japanese historical revisionists with the leadership of Prime Minister
Abe. While various political conditions make it difficult to find new resources in Japan or China,
interest and expectations are growing on the “comfort women” materials from the Allied Powers
kept in the United States to which access is relatively easier.

The public’s interest in the “comfort women” issue is of course welcomed, however, it is
problematic that studies based upon the records relating to the “comfort women” have not
been really active. In particular, there are few research on the characteristics and contents of the
Allies’ darta kept in the United States. It would not be an exaggeration to say that there is little
attention on how to make use of the data from the Allies to expand horizons of the “comfort
women” research in addition to the mobilization and sufferings of the victims and to identify
what could be studied from the resources, while only indistinctive questions are being raised on
each individual record whether it is related to Korean “comfort women” or it is newly discovered
information, or it is a proof to hold Japan legally responsible for without analyzing overall
attributes of the resources in a thorough manner.

If it can be agreed that academic research on the “comfort women” issue is essential to
enhance political and social capabilities of the government and civil society, and in consideration
of the issue’s historical and multi-dimensional nature, multi-faceted and in depth studies on
the “comfort women” data need to be built up continuously. Further, for such studies to be
accumulated and advanced, a broader map must be drawn to encompass all of the “comfort
women” resources that have been collected since the 1990s. Based on this map, the possibility of
new darta findings and research should be explored as a priority. This paper aims to summarize

the current status and characteristics of the Allies resources kept in the United States that have
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been identified so far through the Archiving Project carried out by the Northeast Asian History
Foundation (hereinafter the “Archiving Project”), and to suggest tasks to be fulfilled in the future.

2. How the Allies’ Data in the United States Has Been Archived

The “comfort women” data refers to the materials which mention the existence of the
“comfort women” or comfort stations. The Archiving Project has developed a list of: resources
of the Allies written in English among the records recognized or not recognized by the Japanese
government available online at Women's Active Museum on War and Peace; The Resources
Related to the Japanese Military “Comfort Women” in the United States 1, T, I published
in 2018 by the research team led by professor Chung Chin Sung of Seoul National University;
and records of the Allies related to the “comfort women” held at the National Archives of
Records Administration (NARA), which are contained in The General Headquarters Southwest
Pacific Area Allied Translator and Interpreter Section (ATIS) Documents 1, 2, 3 published in
2017 by the National Institute of Korean History. In this process, it was validated and recorded
whether the resources in the list had been published in the data books of the Japanese People’s
Fund or Yoshimi Yoshiaki. Key categories that are organized per item include the name of
material, sub-item, date, month and year of creation, author, recipient, geographical name 1
(country), geographical name 2 (region), annotation, document file (location information of the

original owner), owner, policy implications, notes and document type.

<Figure > An example of the list
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This list includes a total of 197 items. Any material that has multiple different authors, date
of creation and subject of interrogation within itself is classified as separate items, even if they
were treated as a single item in its source. For instance, in case of interrogation reports, different
interrogation reports are sometimes compiled into a single document. If the information
acquired by these reports is not divided per subject, but complied as one source of data for
the “comfort women,” it is treated as one item (e.g. Compilation of NEFIS Interrogation
Reports Nos. 295, 330 and 334). However, if an individual report exists per subject of the
interrogation and these reports are organized into an integrated report, each report is regarded as
an independent item. For example, the outpost report from the United States Office of Wartime
Information (OWI), WDC-289 (OWI Outpost WDC-289) is simply a bound document of
the interrogation reports of Jameson Saw and Saw Hla Maung, with each report categorized as
an individual item as they contain different information on the “comfort women” and comfort
stations. The operations log is also just a result of binding individual logs with each log classified
as a single item due to differences in the information and nature among the logs.

The current geographical names of countries have been used. The sub-items correspond to
the document’s general contents and the parts where “comfort women’-related information is
mentioned are marked. In the annotation, all terms referring to the “comfort women,” including
comfort girls and prostitutes, are translated as “comfort women,” while all words indicating
comfort stations such as brothels and consolation houses are translated as comfort stations.

Please see the table below for acronyms of institutions and organizations.

<Table > List of Acronyms

Acronym Source Language Translation
ACTC American Co-ordinated Translation Center 0|=3SHMIE
ATIS Allied Translator and Interpreter Section A AHAZHE

CBI China-Burma-India S=-Horelz
cic Combat Intelligence Center HEHEME

CINCPAC | Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet ENE QoA 2t

CINCPOA | Commander in Chief Pacific Ocean Area N IR AR 2
CPMB Captured Personnel and Material Branch ZZ 9 L2En
CSDIC Combined Services Detailed Interrogation Centre gselZMdE

Jic Joint Intelligence Center geEEME
JICA Joint Intelligence Collection Agency geuEEI
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JICPOA Joint Intelligence Center Pacific Ocean Area M
MID Military Intelligence Division TAEER
MIS Military Intelligence Service TAEES
MISLS Military Intelligence Service Language School TAFEE S Aojstu
ONI Office of Naval Intelligence N HE=
0SS Office of Strategic Service HefHES
owl Office of War Information HAEE=
PWB Prisoner of War Branch HYZ 2t
PWB Psychological Warfare Branch 2ot
PWT Psychological Warfare Team HEHE
RNN Royal Netherlands Naval Y HE2E sl
SEA South East Asia SEOFAOF
SEHOFA[OFA A2 Ml
SEATIC South East Asia Translation and Interrogation Center £l
SINTIC Sino Translation and Interrogation Center SoHAHEHE
SOPAC South Pacific Command HEFH A
SWPA South West Pacific Area EMERE T

3. Source-Specific Characteristics of the Records from the Allies in the

United States

As stated above, the resources from the Allies compiled by the Archiving Project may be
broadly divided into three sources, and the resources have slightly different properties depending

on their source. The following paragraphs provide considerations to be made in utilizing these

records for research purposes.

1) Women's Active Museum on War and Peace

A total of 88 materials (including those redundant with other sources) related to the “comfort
women” are from the Women's Active Museum on War and Peace (hereinafter WAM).2) It has

already been pointed out for several times, but an important attribute and issue of the archives

2) Available at http://wam-peace.org/ianfu-koubunsho/
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or references produced by Japan under the leadership of WAM is that they do not contain the
original full texts of the documents, but include extracts of the documents focusing on the parts
that provide information relating to the “comfort women.” As a consequence, even though the
original documents contain the full set of contents, publications from WAM or other Japanese
sources do not sometimes cover the entire contents of the documents. In this regard, the current
list shows only the contents that can be viewed except for those included in the The Resources
Related to the Japanese Military “Comfort Women” in the United States I, I and II or The
General Headquarters Southwest Pacific Area Allied Translator and Interpreter Section (ATIS)
Documents 1, 2 and 3. Further, no information is provided on where the documents are kept
(in case of the National Archives and Records Administration [NARA], location information,
including document file, series and box data), which causes various restrictions in utilizing
the materials for research. In terms of the number of documents created per organization, the
Netherlands Forces Intelligence Service (NEFIS) has created the greatest number of records, 36
titles, followed by 26 from ATIS and 5 from the Southeast Asia Translation and Interrogation

Center (SEATIC).

2) The Resources Related to the Japanese Military “Comfort Women” in the
United States 1, 1 and 1I3)

The Resources Related to the Japanese Military “Comfort Women” in the United States
I, T and II (hereinafter the US data book published by the research team of professor Chung
Chin Sung of Seoul National University) contains a total of 116 items, including 82 documents,
30 photos and three video clips (including those redundant with other sources). The primary
characteristic of this book is that it has compiled the records in accordance with the classification

scheme of NARA of the United States. As for documents, volumes I, T and Il provide major

documents relating to the “comfort women” from RG 165, RG 208 and RH 493, respectively.

3) Chung Chin Sung (Ed.) (2018), Ilbongun “wianbu” gwangye Miguk jaryo (L& 2[QH2 24| 0= Xt& ; The
resources related to the Japanese military comfort women in the United States) | , Seonin; Chung Chin
Sung (Ed.) (2018), llbongun “wianbu” gwangye Miguk jaryo (€& 2ot 22 0|2 XtZ ; The resources
related to the Japanese military comfort women in the United States) Il , Seonin.
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All of the photos and video clips, which correspond to RG 80, RG 111, RG 127, RG 208
and RG 313, can be found in volume II. Compared to other data books published in Japan
or WAM’s materials, this book has its main significance in the fact that it offers the full texts
of the original documents and provides information on the records’ original owners (location
information). Major documents are translated in full, while only the contents that include
information related to the "comfort women“ and comfort stations and the parts which provide
information required to understand the characteristics of the document (beginning part of the
document in most cases) are translated in other documents. This book’s general annotation
provides the history of data collection by the research team from 2015 through 2017 to serve as
a guide in discovering resources relating to the "comfort women® together with an annotation

for each RG-series and document.

<Table 1> Key record groups (RG) related to the Japanese military “comfort women”

38 Office of Chief of Naval Operations 80 Department of the Navy

111 Office of the Chief Signal Officer 125 Naval Judge Advocate General

127 United States Marine Corps 153 Judge Advocate General

165 War Department General/Special Staff 208 Office of War Information

226 Office of Strategic Services 313 Naval Operations Regiment

319 Army Staff 331 Allied Operational and Occupation
Headquarters, World War I

389 Office of the Provost Marshal General 407 Adjutant General’s Department

457 National Security Agency/Central Security 493 United States Army in China- Burma-
Agency India Theater

554 Far East Command/General
Headquarters Supreme Command for the
Allied Powers

496 General Headquarters Southwest Pacific
Area

3(MacArthur Archive) General Headquarters Southwest Pacific Area

As RG 165 in volume T includes records from the Department of the Army General/

Special Staff, it encompasses a variety of documents produced or circulated by major intelligence

agencies of the Allied Powers, including MID/MIS, ATIS, SEATIC and CSDIC. Volume
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I contains materials produced by the OWI, which have not been of signifiant interest
exclusive of the Psychological Warfare Team’s record no. 49. Therefore, volume I is very
useful for understanding how the OW1I perceived the “comfort women” issue in the process
of interrogating and conducting psychological warfare against the prisoners, and for learning
potential use of the issue that the OWTI considered. Volume II mainly offers operations logs and
weekly reports developed while the combined force of the United States and China, Y-Force, was
conducting the Salween Campaign, which are important resources that show the circumstances
surrounding the Japanese Military’s massacre of the “comfort women.” Further, volume II also
includes most of the photos and video clips related to the “comfort women” that have been
known (or misknown) so far. The OWTI has produced the largest number of records, 29 items,
followed by 16 from Y-Force and 7 from the MIS.

3) The General Headquarters Southwest Pacific Area Allied Translation and

Interpretation Section (ATIS) Documents 1, 2, 3

The General Headquarters Southwest Pacific Area Allied Translation and Interpretation
Section (ATIS) Documents 1, 2, 3 (hereinafter, data book from the National Institute of Korean
History) contains documents providing information in regards to the “comfort women” and
comfort stations from research and interrogation reports produced by ATIS. Similar to the book
published by professor Chung’s research team, this book offers the full texts of the documents
with information on where the records are kept, thus providing important resources for future
studies. The fact that all the documents contained in this book are translated in full is also a huge
advantage.

The book’s annotation describes ATIS’ characteristics and activities in detail as well
as providing a thorough explanation regarding ATIS Research Report No. 120, the most
comprehensive report for the “comfort women” system, on the report’s two editions and on
how the two editions have been made available. The book also includes a detailed annotation
of the interrogation reports to show how many of the entire interrogation reports contain data
relating to the “comfort women,” from when the “comfort women® and comfort stations-

related information started to appear in which categories, how this has changed over time, and
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characteristics of the distribution channel in a thorough manner. In particular, the book points
out that ATIS seems to have had an intention to use the issue for its psychological warfare unil
1943 and started to lose interest from then, which is a critical analysis that requires more research
in the future. A total of 45 items are contained in this book, 22 of which are not included in

WAM.

4, Overall Characteristics of the Allies’ Resources in the United States

The research team of professor Chung Chin Sung is planning to release a digital archive of
the materials collected with the sponsorship of Seoul Metropolitan Government. Considering
that the resources collected in 2018 are still being compiled, the list of the Allies’ materials
organized by the Archiving Project needs to be supplemented once again. However, the outcome
of the Project that is readily available as of August 2018 reveals a number of attributes worth

considering for future research and findings.

1) Double Scarcity

The most significant characteristic of the Allies’ documents addressing the “comfort women”
or comfort stations is that they are scattered in multiple record groups (RG). Documents
regarding the “comfort women” are very scarce considering the nature of these record groups,
that is, taking account of the shear amount of the documents produced and received by
major agencies of the United States during World War I. For example, Entry NM 84 177
(Interrogation Reports, Directives, and Other Records Relating to Captured Personnel and
Material 1940-1946) in RG 165 contained in the book from professor Chung’s team shows only
14 documents of 149 pages related to the “comfort women” out of 24 boxes of records. This,
however, could never be regarded as a small proportion compared to other entries where “comfort
women” documents have been found. Any entry mainly composed of documents about the

“comfort women” has not been found so far (it is highly likely that such entry does not exist
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considering the progress of data discovery to date), and there are few cases where records relating
to the “comfort women” constitute a folder in the box. This is because almost none of the
agencies had plans to use the “comfort women” as a topic it their psychological warfare.

The “comfort women” data is scarce not only when compared to the entire documents
produced by the Allies, but also when compared within these document. Exclusive of the
interrogation reports directly involving “comfort women” or operators of comfort stations as
the subject of interrogation (SEATIC Interrogation Bulletin No. 2, OW1I Psychological Warfare
No. 49, HQ I Corps G-2 163rd Language Detachment Combined Enemy Alien Preliminary
Interrogation Reports”, OSS China Theater “Attached memorandum “Korean and Japanese
prisoners of war in Kunming””) or ATIS Research Report No. 120 which deals with comfort
stations as a significant part of the Japanese military’s convenience facilities, reference to the
“comfort women” or comfort stations in other documents in general is not longer than a

paragraph.

2) Data Collection Focused on Resources Produced by Intelligence Agencies

Among the 161 documents, a total of 129 are from intelligence agencies such as ATIS,
OSS, OWI, SEATIC, CSDIC(I). This is because exclusive of several documents on the “comfort
women” mentioned above, most of the information about the “comfort women” was collected
in the course of interrogating Japanese soldiers who were captured as prisoners by the agencies or
Allied soldiers who were detained and then released by the Japanese military. As you are aware of,
the “comfort women” issue has not been addressed in war crime trials except for a very limited
number of cases, and it is highly likely that the largest amount of information out there will be
fragmented data collected during the war as part of psychological warfare. Also, in consideration
of the data discovery process, records produced by the intelligence agencies are easier to access

compared to information from other sources. For example, in case of NEFIS, the “comfort

4) An interrogation report for Kim, So-ran who was a “comfort woman” in the Philippines.

5) A report created by the 0SS Headquarters in Kunming, China on 6 May 1945 which mentions 23 Korean
“comfort women,” including Bak Yeong-sim, and comfort station operators who were detained by the
Headquarters. It is commonly known as the Kunming Report.
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women” and comfort stations are mentioned only in “X II. General” in 35 documents out of 36
documents in total. The resources produced by ATIS drew attention in various aspects as ATIS

was affiliated to the General Headquarters South West Pacific Area led by MacArthur.

3) Lack of Resources Produced by the Navy and the Marine Corps

One of the important features of the Allies’ resources that have been compiled so far under
the Projet is that there are few “comfort women” data produced by the Navy and the Marine
Corps except for those related with the Shinohara trial and photographs of the “comfort
women” taken in Chuck Island. This is because the Navy and the Marine Corps’ materials
owned by NARA, the main channel of the Allies’ documents, are smaller than that of the Army,
and the records are organized in a way that makes it difficult for researchers to understand.
For instance, the answer to a special interrogation of Korean captives, MIS CPMB Extract of
Interrogation 1538 Composite Report on Three Korean Navy Civilians, List No. 78, Dated
28 Mar 45, Re ,Special Questions on Koreans, can also be found in RG 38, which is a Naval
intelligence agency. While the Army’s records group (RG 165) is organized according to the
abridgement numbers, the document series relevant to this issue is combined with other records
in the Navy’s documents. Further, the fact that few second generation of Japanese Americans
(NISEI) were dispatched as agents of the Navy’s intelligence agencies is considered to be a reason
why a relatively small amount of data was produced from interrogating Japanese soldiers. As a
consequence, information in regards to the “comfort women” and comfort stations generated in
South Pacific islands where the Navy and Marine Corps conducted their operations is not very

visible in the Allies” resources that have been disclosed so far.

5. Tasks for Future Findings and Advanced Research of the Allies’
Resources Relating to the “Comfort Women”

The following tasks should be considered taking account of the characteristics and status of the
resources related to the “comfort women” from the Allies that have been identified by the Archiving

Project. First, continued archiving and research are needed in line with the discovery and release
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of new resources. The research team of professor Chung Chin Sung and the National Institute of
Korean History appear to have plans to release new data as an archive and books in 2019.

Second, the Allies’ unique perspective of the “comfort women” issue needs to be understood.
The conventional approach that sees the Allies’ records only as evidence to the existence of the
“comfort women” or forced mobilization is fundamentally blocking potential multi-faceted research
based on the records. In fact, Japan’s legal liability for the issue is clearly revealed by various official
documents and numerous testimonies by the “comfort women” victims. Therefore, the Allies
records should no longer be viewed merely as a defense tool against the small minoritys denial of
the very existence of the “comfort women” or the offensive argument of Japanese rightists that the
“comfort women” victims lived a luxurious life. Instead, research should now advance further to
understand why and in which context the Allies have produced such resources in regards to the
“comfort women.” What the resources reveal to us as much as the existence and sufferings of the
“comfort women” is the Allies’ perception and activities.

Third, considering the above, more studies should be carried out about the agencies and
personnel who produced the Allies’ materials. Besides ATIS or NEFIS, it is hard to say that any
comprehensive research has been performed for the Allies’ intelligence agencies in relation to the
“comfort women.” In particular, the OSS and the OWI require more research as they had considered
planning psychological warfare involving the “comfort women” issue. Also, stronger efforts should
be made to study and find more resources regarding the working level officials, in particular, the
second generation of Japanese Americans (NISEI) who faced the issue at these intelligence agencies.
In addition to the second generation of Japanese Americans, John K. Emmerson, who was a political
advisor to the Supreme Command for the Allied Powers (SCAP) led by MacArthur, also appears as
an author of the OWTs interrogation reports relating to the “comfort women.”

Fourth, for new materials and particularly for NARA's records, more attention needs to be
paid to the original owners of the resources. This is critical not only for verifying the authenticity
of the records, but also for securing expandability of research considering that NARA’ records are
classified first by producers and then by theme, region, date and others in the lower categories. In
consideration of the double scarcity of the “comfort women” data, more in depth understanding
of the significance and context of the resources and advanced research will become available when

researchers collect and interpret the “comfort women” resources together with other records that
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were created in the same context. Also, as mentioned earlier, record groups from the Navy and the
Marine Corps, which have not been sufficient, need to be discovered further. In addition to the
well known intelligence agencies, other smaller organizations in each regional forces have to be
accessed and studied as well to find new information. Further, it should be explored whether there
is any possibility of finding data relating to the “comfort women” under other themes than the
psychological warfare and war crime trials.

Fifth, cross and relational analyses on the testimonies of the victims and country-specific resources
should be promoted. One of the most interesting work would be to cross analyze the massive
testimonies accumulated in Korea and the resources from the Allies. The research team of professor
Chung of Seoul National University, as part of this work, has already released two case books.6)
Such cross analysis opens possibilities for new research. For instance, flyers for psychological warfare
produced by the OSS argue that the Japanese military will take young women as “comfort women,”
of which grounds were rumors from around the area. As mentioned before, the value of the Allies
records will drop indefinitely if they are regarded merely as evidence to prove Japan's atrocities and
the existence of the “comfort women.” Various data and research have already revealed to us that
Japan operated numerous comfort stations in China. Thus, limitless possibilities for future research
will unfold if these materials are understood as a demonstration of the Allied Power’s perception and
actions, and the progress, implications and effects of their plans and policies for the psychological

warfare are identified by cross and relational analyses with existing resources.

6) The Research Team of Professor Chung Chin Sung of Seoul National University (2018). Kkeullyeogada,
beoryeojida, uri ape seoda ( B2{7ICt, HE{X|Ct, 22| 2oi| MCH; Dragged, abandoned and stood before us)
1, Pureun yeoksa; The Research Team of Professor Chung Chin Sung of Seoul National University (2018).
Kkeullyeogada, beoryeojida, uri ape seoda (Z247tCt, Ha{X|Ct, 22| 0f AMCH; Dragged, abandoned and
stood before us) 2, Pureun yeoksa.
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Historical resources on Japanese military

sexual slavery from Thai perspective:

The Sojourns and Repatriation of Korean, Comfort

Women’ during 1939-1945"

| Patporn Phoothong

Former researcher of Seoul National University Chung Chinsung Research Team (for Seoul
Metropolitan Government sponsored project of archiving documents related to the Japanese
“comfort women”)

The misperception on the status on Thailand during World War II contributes to historical
resource and evidence on Japanese military sexual slavery in Thailand has been overlooked for
decades. At the same time, Thailand does not genuinely discuss its role in relation to World
War IT in historical textbooks, historical classes or the public space e.g., museum. Many believe

Thailand was a neutral country. The lack of knowledge is also led to the silence and ignorant in

1) “Materials used in this research were collected as the result of projects for archiving documents and
resources related to the Japanese military “comfort women,” which were conducted by Seoul National
University Chung Chinsung Research Team with the sponsorship from Seoul National University Human
Rights Center in 2015 and Seoul Metropolitan Government from 2016 to 2018.”
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criticism or questions or studying the impact during and after the wartime.

In Thailand, the historical resources on Japanese military sexual slavery can be divided

into three components 1) confidential documents from the Thailand Supreme Command

Headquarters 2) physical evidence and 3) local informants.

182

1) The Thailand Supreme Command Headquarters’ documents are the only official

primary sources that provide information on the Japanese military stationed in Thailand
during World War II. These materials include meeting minutes, written orders, and
conversations recorded between Thai officials and Japanese military personnel. The
documents include reports on the behavior and the movements of Japanese military
in various areas, documentation of violence against Thai women, and other reliable
information related to Thai comfort women, Asian comfort women and Thailand-
based comfort stations. These documents included descriptions of incidents after the
end of World War II. This mainly refers to Korean and Taiwanese military and civilians
in detention camps before deportation; their names are recorded as well as incidents
occurring during the period of Allied armies being stationed in Thailand. The Supreme
Command documents are kept at the National Archives of Thailand and have only
recently been made public. There is a restriction in using these military documents, the
researchers are allowed to read and record as writing or typing but not allowed to do any

form of copy e.g., photocopy or taking the picture.

2) Physical evidence, even the areas that were used by the Japanese army for residential areas

or military camps have left the war far behind. However, there are still the buildings
which are mentioned in the Thailand Supreme Command Headquarters’ documents that
used to be the comfort station. These building can be found in Bangkok, Kanchanaburi

and Phuket province.

3) Local informants, most of the senior local people live in the areas where Japanese military

used to stationed have clear memories regard the behavior and performance of Japanese

military, the building and location where the military used for office or residents. Some



of them recall they saw Asian women followed the military or lived in the particular
building or military camp. Some of them saw the remained ‘comfort station’ after the

wartime.

Thailand and World War 11

To understand the prevailing silence in Thai society about Thai comfort women, one must
first consider the historical context of that time.

Thailand played a controversial role during World War II. At the beginning of World War
11, Thailand declared neutrality with respect to the war even though Thailand had a strong
relationship with Japan. Later in 1940, Thailand was convinced that the Axis would win the war
in Europe and Japan would gain more power in Indochina. Hence Thailand believed it would
have the opportunity to expand its influence over Indochina. The relationship between Thailand
and Japan reach its peak when Thailand declared war against the United State and Great Britain
on 25 January 1942.

Thailand was officially involved in World War II when Japanese troops were sent to
provinces along Thailand’s gulf on 8 December 1941. Japan declared it did not want to occupy
Thailand but demanded a path through Thailand to Burma, Malaysia and India. Given
Thailand’s lack of capacity to resist, Thailand signed a ceasefire agreement with the Japanese
government creating an alliance with Japan.

Two weeks later, on 21 December 1941, the government under the leadership of Pibul
signed another defense pact with Japan. In the latter agreement, Thailand and Japan agreed
upon mutual respect with regard to the issues of sovereignty and independence. The defense
pact further iterated that the two nations would support each other politically, militarily, and
economically. In the case of war with other states, the signatories agreed not to sign any ceasefire
or peace agreement independently. This pact also included confidential protocols in which Japan
agreed to support Thailand in recovering territories to Great Britain, provided that Thailand
supported the Japanese war against the Allies.

Thailand was the only country in Southeast Asia that was in close alliance with Japan.

The Thai Government declared Japan a “Great Ally” and it required all Thais to cooperate and
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support the Japanese army. All activities against or offensive to the Japanese army would be
punished; some by execution.

According to the Thai-Japanese mutual defense pact signed on 21 December 1940, more
than 150,000 Japanese troops were to be sent to Thailand. Their headquarters were established
at Bangkok and in the major provinces. Military camps were also established across Thailand,
especially in the bordering provinces. The Japanese army also received permission to construct a
railway through Thailand in order to transport troops, foodstuffs and armaments to Burma. Two

railways were constructed at the Thai — Burma frontier provinces of Ranong and Kanchanaburi.

What the historical resources on Japanese military sexual slavery reveal?

The historical resources confirm the existence of the comfort station system and comfort
women in Thailand. At the same time, the resources illustrate and reflect on the situation or
condition former comfort women have been through. The resources, therefore, shall be read and
compared with each other to gain the precise information.

The Thailand Supreme Command Headquarters’ documents cover the period from 1926-
1968, consist with 7,894 titles in 247,309 pages. Mostly, information related to Japanese
military sexual slavery is in the Series No. 1: Thailand Supreme Command Headquarters' Affairs,
Series No. 2: Department of Ally Coordination and the Series No. 3: The Peace Administration

Unit.

Information on transportation and relocation of Asian women

According to the Thai military document, more than 150,000 Japanese troops were sent to
Thailand. Their headquarters were established at Bangkok and in the major provinces and the
military camps were also established across Thailand, especially in the bordering provinces. The
records reveal that, after arrival, some of the Japanese military did not station only in Thailand.
They were deployed to neighboring countries e.g., Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam and
Malaysia. The Japanese army also received permission to construct a railway through Thailand

to transport troops, foodstuffs and armaments to Burma. Two railways were constructed at the
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Thai — Burma frontier provinces of Ranong and Kanchanaburi.

There is a few information found in the military document on how Asian women had
come to Thailand. One paragraph in the report on the movement of the Japanese military in
Chumpon states that it found Asian women in the Japanese military train to Chumpon, the
Asian women also found in Ratchaburi following the Japanese military to Kanchaburi province.

While Japanese military stationed across the country, the military document and the local
informant state the comfort station and the Asian women in the area. The comfort station
system was found in Bangkok, Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi, Ubon Ratchathani, Chumphon,

Phuket Songkhla and Ranong province.

Table of comfort station
No Location/ Situation Type Remark | Source | Result of Field Work
Bangkok
King's grandmother located at Wireless
Road which Japanese military used as mili- 2.6.5/23,
! tary brothel “JTfu Ri Ya”. Thirsyhouse located Milicary brothel 2.6;/ 9? Location was found
at Wireless Road near the house no. 24
2 gilci:l};linlgri{(l)?;i;:iiv:rlssiltje the campus of Military brothel ~ |2.8/137  |Location was found
3 gf;dvmt Luc-umrungs house ac Suriwong recreation place  |2.6.5/97 | Location was not found
4 Mr: Sajnga L?a-hakaen’s house a Cha Lerm Military brothel  |2.6.5/97  |Location was found
Dej Bridge, Si Phraya
5  |the ,geisha’ building were burnt out Brothel 2.7.3/121
6 |Ha gu un so, Suriwong Road Restaurant 2.7/234  |Location was not found
7 |Ni ga gu so, Suriwong Road Restaurant 2.71234 Location was not found
8  |Fu Yee Kit Cha, Charuengrung Road Beer pub 2.71234 Location was not found
9  |Nan Eng, Charuengrung Road Beer pub and club |2.7/234 Location was not found
10 |Chin Wa Riew rank and file club (2.7/234 Location was not found
11 |Su ruya, Withyu Road Restaurant 2.7/234  |Location was not found
12 |Nigu gu, Sathorn Road Club 2.71234 Location was not found
13 |Ta ke no ya, Sri Phraya Road Club 2.7/234  |Location was not found
14 |Mae Num Hotel, Suriwong Road Hotel 2.71234 Location was found
15 |Cho Wa Riew, Suriwong Road Hotel 2.71234 Location was not found
16 |Shi Ngu Sa, Sri Phraya Road Club 2.71234 Location was not found
17 |FuTa Ba, Sri Phraya Road Club 2.7/234  |Location was not found
18 |Ya Yo Ei, Payathai Road Club 2.7/234 | Location was not found
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No Location/ Situation Type Remark | Source | Result of Field Work
a house at Si Phraya was a military brothel,
19 |this house was a brothel operated by Thai| Military brothel | 2.6.5/97 | Location was not found
people under Japanese supervision
20 |Thailand Hotel, Satorn district Hotel 2.7/234 | Location was not found
21 |Ha gu un so, Suriwong Road Restaurant 2.7/234 | Location was not found
22 |Kirin Beer Hall, Sri Phraya Road Beer pub 2.7/234 | Location was not found
23 |Supporo Beer Hall, Sri Phraya Road Beer pub 2.7/234 | Location was not found
Hotel with
24 |'Tro Ga De Ro, Suriwong Raod ot wit .women 2.71234 -
were available
25 |House no. 730 Payathai Road Military Brothel | 2.8/137 Location was found
Someone dropped the scraps fire on the
26 |,geisha‘ building and burnt the Miss Nia| ,geisha’ building | 2.7.3/121 | Location was not found
Khunsombat's house
Kanchaburi 2.7.3/127 | Location was not found
27 |n.46-47 Pak Prak Road, Ban Nue Restaurant 2.7.3/127 | Location was not found
28 Eou,nd Japanese sex worker" ac Kanchana- 2.7.3/27 | Location was not found
uri
29 |n.45 Pak Park Road, Ban Nue Military brothel 1.13/60 | Location was not found
30 |n.8.Road Number 18, Ban Tai. Military brothel | 1.13/60 | Location was not found
. 164 ite th 1 K Yai
31 |7 164 (opposite the road lead to Kwae Yai| o o omel | 11360 | Location was found
river, Ban nue )
32 |n.4-5-6 Pak Prak Road, Ban Nue Coftee Shop 1.13/60 | Location was not found
Chumphon
Thai ili fough h
33 ai and Japanese mi 1t.ary ought at the Brothel 2.7.3.2/147 | Location was not found
brothel, Chumphon Province
Ratchaburi
i itted mi .
34 ]apfmese mitiary ‘commltte m.mor crime Brothel 2.7.3/31 | Location was not found
against ,sex worker* at Ratchaburi
35 |Ban Pong District Brothel 1.13/69 | Location was not found
Songkhla
Ngian W Hotel and i
36 ]ur.lg . glan Wattana Hotel and two stories Military Brothel 2.5.2/8 | Location was not found
building
Phuket
Japanese military rent a three stories hotel
37 |building at the corner of Krabi Road to be| Military club 2.517 Location was found

used as a navy club

Ranong
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No Location/ Situation Type Remark | Source | Result of Field Work

Local people witness the Asian women in

the Japanese military camp located at the . Local .
8 Military C Lo found
. Mamu Sub-district, Kraburi District, Ra- Hitary Samp people cation was foun
nong

The condition of Japanese military sexual slavery in Thailand

Even though there is no precise information on the condition of Japanese military sexual
slavery in Thailand, I argue to study Japanese army mission in Thailand to assess their stress,
depression and aggressiveness. First Thailand was an alliance of Japan, their relationship with
Thailand contributed to their life of military were not complicated and in a precarious state
compared to the military in the frontline or the occupied countries. Second, many of Japanese
military stationed in Thailand were responsible on the construction of railways, mobilization
of resources and in charge as the focal point for Southeast Asia Region (particular Burma,
Indochina and Malaya) and third, many of Japanese military were allowed to enjoy their private
life outside the military stations.

At the same time, Thailand also provided ‘rest and recreation area’ for them, the documents
reveal number of the club, nightclub, restaurant, beer pub operated by Japanese and Thai
civilians. There are also cases that Japanese military asked the provincial governors whatever they
can help them to recruit local women to serve Japanese military as ‘sex worker”. The proportion
of military and ‘women’ therefore is not limited compared with the stations in frontline or on
the battlefield. The Japanese military, thus, in some cases were possibility treated Asian women
in different ways such as more freedom to move outside the camp.

The repatriation

While information on the arrival of Asian women during the World War II to Thailand is
limit, there is quite a plenty of information on repatriation. This information includes the name
list, number, the provinces that Asian women were located before sending to the refugee camp
and the name of the ship which carried the Asian civilians back to their home country.

At the end of the war, Thai military under the supervision of Allied Land Force (in charged
by British Army) established the refugee camp inside the military station in Ayutthaya province.

187



Mainly, Korean and Taiwanese civilians were sent to this camp, while the Japanese military
and civilian were kept in other location. It is important to note here that there was using the
word “comfort girls” in the official document. The letters from Allied Land Force, Siam on the
separation of Korean and Formosa stated that “Korean and Formosan Nationals or as comfort
girls (written in Thai as Nang Bum Rer) or as a nurse or connected to military should be
gathered at Ayuthaya Camp” and ALL KOREAN and Formosan females whether bonafide
civilians comfort girls nurse or otherwise connected with the JAPANESE military forces
will be sent to AYUTHAYA camp (written in Thai, Note: original copy is English and translated
into Thai by Military personnel).

The record on the name list of Korean and Taiwanese women and their children also reveals
the important information. The list concludes /position/ name/ age/nationality/ affiliation/
the date arriving to camp and remark (the day they escape), gender (children only) and age.
According to the list, there were 18 children, 291 Korean female and 10 Taiwanese women. Four
children were recorded as born in the camp. All women name were recorded as nurse assistance
for Japanese Medical Battalion. There were 7 women escape from the camp. All of them were
sent to their original countries on the SS SARAH BACHE which is due to arrive at BANGKOK
on May 11, 1946.

Conclusion

The resources on Japanese military sexual slavery in Thailand is relevance and important
source as it confirms the existence of the Japanese military comfort station system. The resources
also reflect the fact that the Japanese military created and maintained this system. In addition,
the resources can also expand the horizon of knowledge related to comfort women. The role
and responsibility of Japanese military in Thailand is needed to examine further in comparison
with military in other countries in order to understand the structural and cultural violence and
the driving force of military to behave with women. This will help to prevent the gender base
violence again women and protection of exploitation of women for sexual service in the military

arena.
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S8 IR R A B TR AR TS 5 00T o IR NIRRT R . KT
IRIERE SEMNTR SAIIE) SUS OIS BERl AHIPRFRITERFITC A o

PRAFAEZR E BOAT % 0 EMERUGR S B AR R =R 1) RERE RS
(Thailand Supreme Command Headquarters); #IiiE; 43 51

1) e [ 5wy m] & dP Y SCRREAEAE S8 SR SIn], SRR AT H 205 2,
ME—HYIEAE BRI, ERrEERIEEA  REBUY m%SHﬁﬁ?@AiZIEﬂH’J
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ARG KL SEE, Sk i B it E A SREEN. —K
RIS BRA EFEAEZR E I ) A A A o iy )& MR SCRR IR AT AE
%% ] [ 52 R4 220 (National Archives of Thailand), BUEZLTAFLAATT o % 3CHkIES1 A
FHERZE, MEFAZIRE, FRAUTS. T75r AR 508 70
B, AR TP DU S = A

2) LIWRIEDAB], HEREERXEFEE R R O EE, (HE5E RS
IR “RU T B 8s B Tk 84 JL3EJF (Kanchanaburi) 1
JNFEHITSE "R A

3) B HR GURER 2 A T AR H FE Ry 2 e A, T BRIC S H 2 11T
3 SIS HEA JEERRES . AL RBEIR H R Lob H %8t
NEFERAME TS, AL NEH ARG AREREN R KiciZ.
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Ze R 8 U HE BRI X S 5 L RIMBU R Ae . BAARES HAMRFFE
WHIRR, ERFREES RN E AP S8, 2 B0, ZEM
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HAREA S SR HE A A ). 19424F1 H2sH, REREE S5
BB, XRS50 RIKE B A 1 i o

REFIBIGEEYS, BT UHEMIRERIRER 19414F 12 H 8 H AL, %
HIEASINE R AR SRE, EEEREEATEHEST R
A DRI, EIESE. YINZRERREEG FARREOR, S HABUNEE
IR E, HTFER R,

PRI 19414F 12 H 21 H, HIPbwld T 1928 BB LS HASET T “H &R [F R
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Command Headquarters’ Affairs); 55 4, [FRUMEHR (Series No. 2: Department of Ally
Coordination); 2 =4, FIPA B (Series No. 3: The Peace Administration Unit).

AREMNAZRBETBRIIER

BEREFEE, HENIARIR0ERIRE. £245E2X 0 HF 8,
FEZRE LA O DR S I B R H SRR REZ 5, MUEZREE
o, MHIRERgNA . S SO BE AN SRS R E S H SRRk
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HZEE AR E & DX IS YHIEIR A AEE, B A A%
Fr5rmiat, mEa. L3R (Kanchanaburi) WA (Ratchaburi) 30 (Ubon
Ratchathani) &/ (Chumphon) , B K (Phuket Songkhla) MIFLEE (Ranong
province) il

HEFRER
=5 /18R it KR | LHUAELER

=2

EI_ET’F?UEM@ZEF)? “T[u Ri Ya"\ AN o 26523, | o .
1 W!reless Road REEZEEEEM, ; ERAEERT 265/97 RIMEEGFR

Wireless Road BYEF1E 24 SRF M

Chulalongkorn AZFEAREEEHISZERT AR 2.8/137 | RMSTEZFR

Suriwong Road B9 Lue-umrung Z 5 RIRMS 26.5/97 | KREMSTEGZFT
4 &?felrfnhraaéa%m s Lo hakaen 25 TUREH | 26597 | RAEBHH
5 | “Zm w#Ek SRR 2.7.3/121
6 | Haguun so, Suriwong Road BT 2.1/234 | REMEEGAT
7 Ni ga gu so, Suriwong Road BT 2.7/234 | REIEZEHER
8 | FuYee Kit Cha, Charuengrung Road B 27/234 | REMFTEGFT
9 | Nan Eng, Charuengrung Road BEL AR RER 27/234 | REMFTBEGFT
10 | Chin Wa Riew LETEERERS 2.7/234 | RAMZEHR
11 | Suruya, Withyu Road &7 21/234 | REMTEGFR
12 | Nigu gu, Sathorn Road BRED 2.7/234 | REMEEGHA
13 | Take no ya, Sri Phraya Road BRED 2.7/234 | REMEEGHA
14 | Mae Num Hotel, Suriwong Road =) 2.7/234 | EIEEGFR
15 | Cho Wa Riew, Suriwong Road =50} 27/234 | REMEEGHA
16 | ShiNgu Sa, Sri Phraya Road BRED 27/234 | REMEEGHA
17 | FuTaBa, Sri Phraya Road BRED 27/234 | REMEEGH
18 | Ya Yo Ei, Payathai Road AFRE 27/234 | REMERHA
19 | 13 P EEIIEIRER BEE | mnmen | 265007 | RAMEETH
20 | Thailand Hotel, Satorn district =) 2.1/234 | REMSTEGFR
21 | Hagu un so, Suriwong Road = 2.7/234 | REIEEHFR
22 | Kirin Beer( B0 ) Hall, Sri Phraya Road B 2.1/234 | REMSTTEGFT
23 | Kirin Beer (L1 ) Hall, Sri Phraya Road B 2.1/234 | REMSTTEGFT
24 | Tro Ga De Ro, Suriwong Raod B LUBRIEZERE | 2.7/234
25 | House no. 730 Payathai Road AR 2.8/137 | RMZTEZFR
2 | B B ZRII NoKhumsombalZR | oy | 2730121 | KRR

Kanchaburi 273/27 | REWMEEGAH
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=5 /R i) KR | EHIAELER
27 | Pak Prak Road, Ban Nue, n.46-47 =iny 273021 | REOZEGH
28 | £ Kanchanaburi KIBE “MENILE" 273/21 | REMETEGFH
29 | Pak Park Road, Ban Nue, f1. 45 TR 1.13/60 | REMSEZEGHF
30 | Road Number 18, Ban Tai., . 8 TR 1.13/60 | REWMSEZEGHF
31 ;%6)4 (5 Kwae Yai river, Ban nue fBERJER BT L13/60 | BMEEHEH
32 | Pak Prak Road, Ban Nue, n. 4-5-6 OMEFT 1.13/60 | REMEETFR
EZRF(Chumphon)
33 | ZESHERE Chumphon BISEEFTT L TEFT 27.32/47 | REMFLEGFR
M RAF(Ratchaburi)
34 | 7 Ratchaburi, BEM “SHEMWE" L THEE FEFT 273/31 | REMFTDEGF
35 | Ban Pong District SRR 1.13/69 | RRIMFTEGFR
R (Songkhla)
36 | Jung Ngian Wattana Hotel 5 #3255 TERAERT 252/8 | REMEEHHR
& 5 (Phuket)
37 | I RSERABNKCOIRARENIER | oammm | 25n | smmesm
hiIER(Ranong)
Ranong, Kr ri District , Mam = — , . -
P =5 A | BRREGH

AERENBEENRZEBMLHFE
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e N USRI AL R 7 2 A T R R TE R AE R, AT IR AL
WA R B TR, BRI L R ETE GREERSD - MR (FRAL
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KB HSS SARAH BACHE 53w 1% Al [
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Study on literature and oral history: Rebuild the history of Japanese ‘comfort women

Abstract: Asian scholars has basically rebuilt the history of Japanese ‘comfort women’, or the

sexual slavery system by analyzing materials and visiting survivors since 1991. The global society

245



has agreed that it is the wartime atrocities violating human rights and Japan should apology
for its actions. However, many Japanese still deny their act of aggression. We spare no effort to
pass down this historical memory to the younger generations through writing it to textbook,
applying for the world memory list, making a film as well as building museum and memorial
hall. The rest countries of Asian still fight against Japanese government over the nature, scale and
name of ‘comfort women’.

Key words: ‘comfort women’; Japanese sexual slaves ;comfort station; historical memory
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Literature, Oral Statement and Research:
Reconstruction of the Historical Facts of

the Japanese Military “Comfort Women”

| Zhiliang Su (Shanghai Normal University)

[Introduction]

Since 1991, scholars in Asia have reconstructed the historical facts of the Japanese military
"comfort women"—sexual slavery—through research and analysis of materials and visits to
survivors. The international community has also reached a consensus that the comfort women
system is a war violence that infringed human rights on a massive scale and that Japan should
make an apology and beg forgiveness. In Japan, however, the view of denying responsibility
for invasion is still the mainstream. Activities, such as reflecting the history of violence in the
Japanese military comfort women in textbooks, applying for entries in the UNESCO Memory
of the World Register, producing videos, building museums and memorials, are being conducted
in order to forever remember this historical event and convey it to future generations. However,
there are still many differences of opinions and conflicts between Asian countries and Japan

regarding the nature, scale, and records of comfort women.
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[Keywords] comfort women, Japanese military sex slaves, comfort facilities,
historical memory

Since Kim Hak-sun testified about the Japanese military’s violence against sex slaves on
August 14, 1991, 27 years have passed. Now many people have become aware of the anti-human
crime called comfort women committed by the Japanese military. The historical, academic
and legal circles of countries have not spared much effort for this issue, and the international
community has formed a consensus on this issue. However, in order to clarify the truth of this
significant historical event and solve the historical problems left by the Second World War,
joint efforts of the international community are necessary. From the perspective of the interest
of the global historical circle on this issue, this author believes that there is still a lack of interest
in the comfort women issue in terms of historical research and education of the Second World
War. This paper will review the research of the Japanese military comfort women and their and

achievements as well as discuss some issues.

1. Reconstruction of history of the Japanese military comfort women

The statement of the International Military Tribunal of the Far East issued on November 4,
1948, says that when occupying Guilin, the Japanese military perpetrated assaults such as rapes
and plunders and recruited female workers under the pretext of building factories. Some details
on the comfort women were mentioned and recorded in the trial that those female workers
recruited like this were forcibly mobilized as prostitutes for the Japanese military. However, the
trial only made a ruling of holding Japan accountable for comfort women without classifying
comfort women as a separate type of crime due to tight schedule of the trial, difficulties in

verification, and Japanese authorities’ efforts to hide facts.

Since 1991, research on the history of the Japanese military comfort women has undergone
a very tough and difficult restoration process. The reasons behind those difficulties in restoration
are as follows. First, Japan, which was defeated in the war, destroyed a large quantity of
documents. Second, victims and damaged countries were not ab le to bring up sexual abuses

they endured and most of the victims passed away.

As comfort women survivors in Korea, China, Taiwan, the Philippines, East Timor,
Indonesia and the Netherlands testified despite difficulties with courage and human rights
groups of each region worked actively, international organizations such as the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights adopted a resolution on the comfort women issue. In addition,

evidence was able to be obtained through the active participation and tough field investigations
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The research team led by Yoshiaki Yoshimi, professor at the Chuo University of Japan,
searched for documents, published sourcebooks and conducted academic research. Tamaki
Matsuoka and Rumiko Nishino visited Japanese veterans and collected and analyzed their
diaries. Fumiko Kawata carried out surveys on the Japanese comfort women, while Kako Senda,
Yaori Matsui, Kim Il-myeon, Yuko Suzuki, Kim Bu-ja and Michiko Nagahara made great efforts
for related research. The Japanese government issued the Kono Statement in 1993 and admitted
and regretted that it had been related with the comfort women issue. The government, however,
attempted to avoid national responsibility through the establishment of the Asian Women's
Fund, receiving harsh criticism from Asian nations. In December 2015, Seoul and Tokyo swiftly
concluded an "irreversible" comfort women agreement, but the agreement, which lacked the
sincerity of the Japanese government to resolve the issue, faced strong opposition from survivors

and Koreans. The agreement is now in pending state as the Korean government has changed.

In Korea, private organizations found the survivors under the active support of the
government, supported them financially and emotionally, and at the same time, established a
nursing house called "House of Sharing." Since January 8, 1992, a Wednesday rally has been
held every Wednesday for the past 26 years in front of the Japanese Embassy in Seoul. The
official name of the Wednesday rally is “Regular Wednesday Rally for Resolving the Japanese
Military Sex Slavery Issue.” The rally aims to clarify the truth of comfort women whom Japan
forcibly mobilized during the Pacific War and call on the Japanese government to officially
apologize to the victims and pay legal compensation. When the 1,000th rally was held on
December 14, 2011, the road of the rally place in front of the Japanese Embassy was renamed
"Peace Road" and the “Statue of Peace” was established there. Since then, the establishment
of “Statues of Peace” for comfort women have been attempted in Korea and abroad, and
many achievements have been made. The Ministry of Gender Equality, colleges and private
organizations such as the Council for Comfort Women Research have conducted joint research
on the damage of the comfort women and closely worked with the government, society, and

academia.

China is also making efforts in various ways. It found survivors and confirmed facts and
especially carried out investigations of historic materials, including documents of the Japanese
occupation forces and newspapers during the war. For example, the Selection of Written
Confessions by Japanese Solders Who Invaded China, Housed by the Central Archives of the
Communist Party of China was published in 120 volumes. The book includes a lot of matters
admitted that the Japanese government forces kidnapped women and established comfort
facilities in Asian areas. The Jilin Provincial Archives disclosed the materials of the Kwantung

Army, which contained considerable contents related to comfort women. In addition to them,
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there are also many materials, including Research on Comfort Women; Japanese Military Sex
Slaves; Criticism for the Japanese Military Comfort Women System; A Woman in the Bastion—
Records on the Investigation of Japan’s Sex Slaves in Shanxi; Comfort Women and Sexual
Violence; Evidence: Discover the Secret of 172 Japanese Comfort Facilities in Shanghai; Records
on Japanese Military Comfort Facilities in Nanjing; and Chinese Comfort Women: Testimonies

from Imperial Japan's Sexual Slaves.

2. Some key points of the history of the Japanese military comfort
women

1. Time and space

The history of the Japanese military comfort women began in Shanghai in January 1932.
At that time, the Japanese headquarters of the Shanghai Navy Special Landing Force designated
a brothel established by a Japanese resident in the region as the Navy designated brothel. The
facility also included Dai Salon, Sanhao Hall, Xiaosong Gazebo, and Yongle Hall. The Dai
Salon, a naval comfort facility located on 125 Dong Bao Xing Road, was operated from January
1932 to August 1945, for the longest period of time among Japanese military comfort facilities
in the world, and five buildings of the facility are still well preserved. The Japanese Navy caused
the January 28 Incidents in 1932, and later, as the scale of the warfare was expanded, the
Japanese government organized the Shanghai Expeditionary Force to support the navy. When
the Japanese government troops raped women in the war zone several times, public opinions in
China and other nations deteriorated, leading the Japanese armed forces to face fierce criticism.
Yasuji Okamura, Deputy Commander-in-chief of the Shanghai Expeditionary Force, decided
to recruit Japanese women and establish facilities to provide sexual favors to Japanese solders.
The person in charge of the proceeding was Naosaburo Okabe, a senior staff officer of the
expeditionary force. He wrote in his journal on March 14 that "news endlessly came that soldiers
were using all kinds of means and methods to find women and offended public morals. We've

decided to set up such a facility to address soldiers’ sexual problems.”

Okabe Naosaburo and Nagami juro examined comfort facilities and briefed Yasuji
Okamura about the establishment of the facility. Okamura asked the Governor of Nagasaki
Prefecture to recruit and deploy “comfort women corps” to the Japanese occupied area in

Shanghai and promptly construct a comfort facility.

As the Japanese invasion war began in earnest after the Marco Polo Bridge Incident on
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July 7, 1937, Japanese high-ranking officials also rushed to construct comfort facilities. Those
facilities were built in all areas occupied by the Japanese military, ranging from Heilongjiang to
Hainan Dao, from Liaoning to Yunnan, as well as 22 provinces including Jilin, Shanxi, Hubei,

Guangdong and Guangxi.

After the outbreak of the Pacific War on December 7, 1941, comfort facilities were also
set up in all areas occupied by the Japanese military, including the Pacific and Southeast Asian

regions, Okinawa, the Korean peninsula, and colonized Taiwan.

In summary, the Japanese military comfort women existed from January 1932 until the end
of the war in August 1945, and comfort facilities, or modified ones, were established in most

areas occupied or stationed by the Japanese armed forces.

2. Relations between the Japanese government and military

The deployment of comfort women and the establishment of comfort facilities for Japanese
troops were the basic system of the Japanese army during the Second World War. With a slogan,
“War is put ahead of everything,” the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Justice, the
Home Ministry, the police, municipal governments, the Ministry of the Army, and the Ministry
of the Navy joined and actively participated in the construction, operation and management
of comfort facilities. Therefore, the Japanese government and the Japanese military were closely

connected with comfort facilities and played the role of a midwife of the sex slavery system.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for instance, issued a certificate to send comfort women,
who had been dispatched to Japan and Korea, to China. During the Battle of Wuhan in the
fall of 1938, the ministry and the military were already colluding the establishment of comfort
facilities in Wuhan. The “Key Urgent Measures for Allowing Foreigners to Enter Hankow After
the Occupation of the Region,” sent by Japanese Consulate General to Shanghai Koto Achi
to Ministry of Foreign Affairs Kazushige Ugaki on September 28, says, “If one who is not a
resident enters Hankou, his/her transportation capability and the state of business should be
considered for the entrance. However, there is no separate regulation on the establishment of
military comfort facilities.” The Ministry of Foreign Affairs also closely watched the construction
and management of comfort facilities by opening the Consulate. The Document on the
Management of Travelers to Hankou,” sent by Yoshitaka Hanawa, Japanese Consulate General
in Hankou to Hachiro Harata, Ministry of Foreign Affairs says, “There are already about 20
military comfort facilities (including facilities for logistics units and the military police and

facilities approved by this Consulate).” The Japanese Consulate General in Shanghai intervened
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in the investigation of the comfort facilities in the mid-1930s. In Nanjing, on April 16, 1938,
the Consulate, the Army and the Navy of Japan held a joint meeting and agreed with the
management of Nanjing comfort facilities. They decided that “When comfort facilities are
installed in the military, any changes in the domicile, address, name, age, birth and death of

comfort women should be immediately informed to the Consulate.”

Obviously, Japan was the subject that implemented the comfort women system, and the
upper and lower institutions participated in the establishment of the comfort facilities all around
by organically cooperating with each other. On March 4, 1938, the Japanese Imperial General
Headquarters sent a confidential document, “Army Confidential No. 745,” to chiefs of staff of
the Japanese Northern China Area Army and the Central China Area Army. The document
was about the recruitment of comfort women and the establishment of comfort facilities. The
document says, “The recruitment activities of comfort women should be controlled by the
Ist grade of the expeditionary troops, and each service chief dispatches an appropriate person
to do this work. When recruiting women, recruiters should contact the local police and the
military police." This document was approved by Umezu Yoshihiro, deputy Minister of the
Army. This official document clearly shows that besides the army, the government police and
the military police also intervened in the preparation and implementation of the comfort
women system. It also signifies that the Japanese Ministry of the Army played a leading role in
the implementation of the military comfort women system as the top military guidance agency.
The “Measures to Raise the Morals of the Military Earned from the Second Sino-Japanese War,”
an educational reference issued by the Army on September 19, 1940 to each unit, argues that
“facilities for sexual comfort have a great influence on the morals in war” and “the establishment
of comfortable facilities should be examined thoroughly.” The Japanese government and high-
ranking officials of the Japanese military believed that comfort facilities were able to perform
various functions such as raising the morals, maintaining military disciplines and preventing
rapes. This record explicitly demonstrates that the Japanese government and the military have
systematically and intentionally set up comfort facilities. Yoshihide Miki, Medical Director of
the Ministry of the Army, who inspected the northeast region of China in 1940, wrote in the

“Inspection Findings” as follows.

The overall environment in the front units in China is not good. The comfort of the mind
of the government army should be considered and satisfied. The commander said that escapes
and assaults take place for uncertain reasons, and the resting place for their mind should be
prepared. Division Commander Kenji Doihara asked me to dispatch comfort women corps. In
particular, the border guards didn’t even go out of the base for the past three years. The military

consolation should take measures as soon as possible.
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On September 3, 1942, the Army Director General, Director Onsho suggested at the
meeting of the army ministry directors that “based on current comfort facilities, those for
comporting soldiers lower than officials should be prepared, and the scale is as followed: a total
of 400 facilities including 100 in Huabei, 140 in the Central China, 40 in Hua Nan, 100 in
Nanfang, 10 in Nankai and 10 in Sakhalin Island.

After the Japanese invasion of China broke out in 1937, key agencies such as the Shanghai
Expeditionary Force and the Central China Area Army directly led the construction of comfort
facilities. At that time, the Commander-in-chief of the Central China Area Army was Iwane
Matsui and the Chief of Staff was Osamu Tsukada. At no later than December 11, 1937, the
order was issued. Mamoru linuma, a Japanese Chief of Staff of the Shanghai Expeditionary
Force, wrote in the diary that he received a document on the establishment of a comfort facility
in the Central China Area Army. This shows that the Central China Area Army had already
issued the order to the Shanghai Expeditionary Force to build comfort facilities before occupying
Nanjing. The 10th unit, which landed in Jinshanwei, Shanghai, also received the same order.
Lieutenant Colonel Masao Terada, advisor to the forces, secretly ordered the military police
to recruit women in Fuzhou and set up a comfort facility for the Japanese military brothel on
December 18. In order to establish a comfort facility in Shanghai as soon as possible, the staff
of the Shanghai Expeditionary Force ordered Lieutenant Colonel Isamu Jo, the Director of the
2nd Department of the staff to take full charge of the task. Mamoru linuma recorded that [the
military authorities] entrusted Lieutenant Colonel Isamu Jo with the establishment of Nulang
Hall. On the 28th of the same month, he also recorded that as illegal acts of Japanese armed
forces have become even severer day by day, the 2nd Department convened persons in charge of

each unit and delivered a disciplinary order of the chief of staff.

Two historical documents found in Jilin show that the Japanese military spent a considerable
amount of money on the construction of the comfort women system. The document written
by the Central Bank of Manchou on March 30 of the 12th reign of Manchukuo Kant (1945) is
the telephone records of the bank’s overseas finance department. The document shows that the
7990 units of the Japanese army in Xuzhou remitted 252,000 yen for the preparation of comfort
women to a bookkeeper of the bank’s Anshan branch by the approval of the 4th Department of
Kwangtung via the bank’s Huai-Hai liaison department. The recipient of this money is recorded
as the Anshan Shengli Command, which is presumed to be the bookkeeper of the bank’s Anshan
branch, and the three letters in Chinese meaning “headquarters” are assumed to be miswritten.
This document clearly mentions that “the actual recipient of this document is Tsuru Yonchama
in Anshan,” “The amount mentioned above is public money on the surface,” “The money

should be remitted to a regular account of the branch in such a way that a large amount is
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remitted. Though the regular account has a cap, this money may be exempted from the cap and
the treatment of the money is approved Even though there is a limit on regular accounts, this
money is probably exempted, and it is allowed to be treated under the name of public money
for military use.” At the end of the document, there is also additional sentence, “This issuance
is approved by the 4th Department of the Kwantung Army. Next are three remittance records,
including "50,000 yen on November 17, 1944; 150,000 yen on December 16, and 80,000 yen
on January 24, 1945.” For about four months alone, the 7990 unit spent such a large amount
of money preparing (purchasing) comfort women. This shows that the comfort women system,
was implemented by the Japanese military with its budget was legitimate within the military
at the time, and that the Japanese government and the military actually pushed forward with
the implementation of the system. This money was mainly used for the conscription and
transportation of comfort women by the Japanese police agencies in China and South Korea,
the establishment of comfort facilities for Japanese engineer units, the preparation of the
physical inspection system in the military, and the patrolling of comfort facilities. The funds
for the “preparation of comfort women” were not paid to the comfort women. In the course of
investigation by China, South Korea and North Korea, comfort women survivors did not have

their own lives protected as well as did not even receive any payment for their work.

Historical materials demonstrate that the Japanese military also had an agency or officer
(position) in charge of the establishment of comfort facilities within its first-class institutions.
Generally, the staff, the medical department, and the executive department jointly take
responsibility for tasks on comfort women. It also had an agency in full charge of comfort facilities
under the logistics corps and called “OO Department," "Comfort Facility Department”, or
"Comfort Women Department." Comfort women ‘). For example, in the case of the Kwantung
Army, the 3rd department of the staff assumed responsibility of comfort facilities. The 7331 unit
which stationed in Shanghai established a separate comfort facility. The 11th Army logistics unit
in Wuhan had the comfort facility department consisting of a total of eight persons—two military
officers, two non-commissioned officer, and four soldiers. Their positions were comfort women
management and comfort facility operation and supervision. The materials record that whenever
comfort women arrived at comfort facilities operated by civilians, the comfort facility department
worked with the owner of the facility to inspect the photos, manuscripts, police licenses, local

government-issued ID cards, and medical history of comfort women.

3. Types of comfort facilities

Japanese military comfort facilities are divided into those established by the military on its

own; those operated by foreigners of Japanese descent, those operated by Koreans and those by
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dummy government officials cooperating with the Japanese military. Among them, the facilities
directly operated by the Japanese military demonstrates that Japan implemented the system at
the national level. In some cases, such facilities were built upon orders given from the upper to
the subordinate organizations, and there were also cases in which units such as their companies

or battalions construct facilities by themselves.

In addition, there were modified forms of comfort facilities exclusively for the Japanese
military that were originally normal brothels but designated by the Japanese military and the
puppet government to entertain Japanese government troops, though they had no sign of

comfort facilities.

The places where a large number of victims were harassed were not limited to official
comfort facilities, and in China, the damage was even worse. War criminal Matsuyoshi Akita
confessed that “from February 1940 to May 1941, 15 people including General shinji Yamane
who led the special detached unit of the 43rd Battalion of the 3rd Company to Nan Cao Fan,
Zhanggiu Xian, Shandong, were stationed in the region. I was a private first class and the guard
of the unit. General Shinji brought five Chinese women by force from the village office and
made them comfort women. We violated five Chinese women for a year and five months."
Most of some 70 survivors of Shaanxi also testified that they were trafficked as prisoner and

experienced sufferings.

4. Scale of the Japanese military comfort women system

Through years of research and studies, it is that the scale of the Japanese comfort women
system was more than anticipated and imagined before. For example, at least 172 comfort
facilities were established in Shanghai alone, and there were at least 70 in Nanjing, at least 67 in

Hainan Dao, and dozens in Wuhan. Of course, the revealed scale is just the tip of the iceberg.

The Rule and Register of Jilin Society in Jinhua is a register of Korean gathering of those
who came from the same place of April 1944, acquired by a Chinese intelligence agent. It is a list
of some 200 people, but there is a lot of hidden information that the Japanese military created
the comfort women sex slavery in the Jinhua area. Literature survey and field studies show that
the register records 11 comfort facilities, and eight owners, seven managers, and 126 comfort
women of such facilities. These comfort women accounted for 60% of the gathering and the
youngest comfort woman was a 17-year-old girl. A total of 141 people related to those facilities
record a surprisingly high ratio of 67.19% of the gathering members. This reflects the Japanese

military sex slavery was universally promoted.
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5. Were comfort women forcibly mobilized or did they do that for living?

For a long time, the Japanese right-wing forces have drawn attention of the Japanese people
and pursued political interests by making an absurd appearance as if they were trying to compete
“who is more right?" On March 5, 2007, when the United States House of Representatives
passed a resolution condemning Japan's sex slavery of wartime. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said,
"The resolution of the United States Congtess is not based on facts. Although the resolution has
been passed, we can never apologize. There is no evidence to prove coercion in the narrow sense,
and there are no testimonies to prove it. In addition, comfort women was the route they chose
for themselves. Of course, there are cases in which some contractors forcifuly mobilized women,
but at the government level, there was no compulsion of entering general home and pulling out
women." On May 2013, Osaka Mayor Hashimoto publicly stated that "the comfort women
system was necessary in the wartime." He even said, "I hope the United States Armed Forces in
Japan will also make a good use of entertainment facilities in Japan.” In January 2014, Katsuto
Momiya, NHK's new chairman, employed osphistry that "the comfort women issue is in every

country.”

After the Japanese government and the military implemented the comfort women
system in order to well facilitate the war machine (Japanese army), they forced foreign and
colonial women to work as comfort women on a massive scale, especially with such violation
concentrated on women in China, Korea and Southeast Asia. An uncountable number of
materials and testimonies of each Asian region are proving the history that these women were
forcibly mobilized to live as comfort women in torture. They were deprived of liberty, suffered

from untold suffering, and lived a life less than death.

In areas such as Shanxi, Yu, and Wusiang, Japanese troops captured rural women and held
them in bastions, even in dangerous situations where they were confronted with the Eighth
Route Army. Bastions became a “legitimate rape center.” After long time of investigation, at
the local level, at least 70 victims testified with courage that they were assaulted by the Japanese
military sex slavery. In many areas of Hainan, the Japanese army dragged women into military
bases at will and used them as sexual slaves. For example, in Cheongmai County, "Women a
little bit of pretty were taken to the army and became comfort women. Comfort facilities were
installed at all companies of the Japanese military. The comfort facility in Jinjiang Company was
set up in the house of Chen Quojong near Lok Sin Tong, and there were 30 comfort women
there. The Chen family was expelled out to other house, and the entire house with to stories of
millions of square meters were provided as a residential place of comfort women. The four sides

were surrounded by wire meshes, and guarded by a dedicated manager, so comfort women never
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escaped and outsiders could not intrude into the facility. The facility in the Shifu Company
was installed in the military base in Shifuling with a total of 20 comfort women. Likewise, it
was surrounded by wire meshes, which was supervised and monitored by a dedicated manager.
Chinese women who were forcibly and indiscriminately mobilized fell into sex slavery for the

Japanese military, which took place routinely in Japanese occupied territories in China.

The comfort women were killed in violence, and even killed and eaten by the Japanese
army. Tsuyoshi Ebato (original name was Tsuyoshi Ishiwatari), noncommissioned officer of a
machine gun company at the 59th Division of the 59th Brigade of the 111th Battalion, The
Tsuyoshi Ebata (Tsuyoshi Ebata, originally named Tsuyoshi Ishiwatari), confessed that he made
a female prisoner of war comfort women for him in Shigezhuang, Shandong. As the supply
of foods worsened day by day due to a long stay in the region, he killed her and ate her flesh.
did not only ate it himself, but also lied company members that the meat was sent from the

headquarters of a battalion so that they could eat it.

The Japanese military police participated in the management of the comfort facilities, which
counted and managed the number of government troops entering facilities. Two documents
of the Japanese military were found in the Jilin Provincial Archives. One of them was a report
submitted by the Ooki, Chief of Staff of the Japanese detached military police to Central China
to the staff of the military in February 1938. The document counted the situation of comfort
facilities in nine areas including Nanjing, the commander of the Japanese military dispatched
to the Japanese Army in February 1938 sent a report to the army chief of the army. In Nanjing,
Siaguan, Jinjiang, Jurong, Jintan, Changzhou, Danyang, Wuhu and Ningguo. Except Ningguo,
where the situation has not been well monitored due to traffic disruption, the document records
that comfort facilities were already installed in the other 8 areas. The document states that
“Comfort women' in Wuhu increased by 84 compared to earlier this month. Among the 109
comfort women in the area, 48 are Japanese, 36 Korean and 25 Chinese.” The 109 comfort
women in Jinjiang had to deal with 15,000 soldiers, an average of 137 soldiers per person
everyday. After reaffirming the clear record of the report, a total of 8,929 Japanese soldiers
entered the facility in Jinjiang for 10 days in mid-February, up by 3,195 from the previous
10 days. This means that in this region, a comfort woman treated 82 military soldiers for 10
days. In Danyang, there were once only six comfort women there, and the report clearly states
in regard to the severe lack of comfort women that women should be recruited on the spot
to become comfort women. Another report by Ooki also records that states that there are 11
Chinese and 29 Korean women in the facility of Huzhou. When the Sangming Brigade entered
Huzhou, the number of Japanese soldiers was slightly reduced, but a special comfort facility was

established. Around that time, Wuxi had 20 more comfort women.
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3. How to remember the history of the comfort women

Countries including South Korea, North Korea, China, Taiwan, the Philippines, East
Timor, the Netherlands and Indonesia have conducted time-consuming investigations of victims
over the past 20 years. The current situation of victims that can be confirmed is as follows:
South Korea has 239 victims, North Korea 209, China 250, Taiwan 50, Indonesia hundreds,
Philippines around 100, East Timor dozens, Japan less than 10, and many victims testified in
the Netherlands.

In China, survivors of comfort women were found in Heilongjiang, Jilin, Beijing, Hebei,
Henan, Shandong, Shanxi, Anhui, Jiangsu, Shanghai, Zhejiang, Hubei, Hunan, Guangxi,
Yunnan, Hainan. Wei Shaolan of Lipu, Guangxi, was taken by the Japanese army to the comfort
facility in Maling and became pregnant before fleeing to home and giving birth to Luo shanxue,
a Japanese illegitimate child. Over the last few years, they have testified in Shanghai, Nanjing,
Tokyo, and Osaka, and now the two live in the foothills.

As time goes by, the number of survivors is decreasing. Currently, there are 14 people in
China, 2 in Taiwan, 30 in Korea, and 1 in the Netherlands (Mrs. Ruff resides in Australia),

dozens in the Philippines and hundreds of Indonesia.

1. Consensus of the international community

The international community has already reached a considerable consensus on the issue of
the Japanese military comfort women. In 1996, the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights (UNCHR) individually investigated the comfort women issue and published a report.
On April 1, UN legal expert Radhika Coomaraswamy presented to the UNCHR a report titled
“the Military Sexual Slavery in Wartime.” The report emphasized that the Japanese government
should take responsibility and suggested the following to the Japanese government: 1. Japan
must be held legally accountable for the violation of international law and the establishment
of brothels; 2. Japan must pay compensation to all victims of sexual slavery; 3. Japan should
disclose all materials; 4. Japan should formally apologize to the victims; 5. Japan accurately

reflects historical facts in textbooks; 6. Japan should punish war crimes.

Likewise, the International Labor Organization and the International Law Society have also
produced a report denouncing Japan's sex slavery system. The International Court of Justice
presented seven proposals, including an apology, compensations and the establishment of an
international court, in a report published after the 1993 investigation. Since 2007, national

assemblies of the South Korea, the United States, Canada, the Netherlands, European Union,
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and the Philippines also passed a resolution and condemned the Japanese government for

denying its historical responsibility.

More and more countries and governments, including China, South Korea, Canada and
the United States, are putting anti-humanitarian histories into textbooks and teaching related
histories in the classroom. In Japan, part of the histories is included in high school history

textbooks, but its contents and level have retreted considerably compared to the 1990s.

2. How to remember the tragic history

August 14, the day when Kim Hak-soon disclosed the Japanese military’s atrocities, was
designated as “Comfort Women Commemoration Day,” and ceremonies are held to memorialize
them on that day every year. Newspapers and filmmakers from all over the world are making
films and documentaries on comfort women, including Korea’s “Return Home,” China’s “Twenty
Two,” Taiwan’s “Mother's Secret” and "Song of the Reed," China-based CCTV's "Leaving and
Staying at a Comfort Facility." Documentaries, like “Twenty Two” drew roaring attention from
and stirred controversies among Chinese, as well as provided an opportunity to remember and

raise awareness of the history of comfort women.

The purpose of establishing a history museum is to preserve memories and hand over them
to next generations. In April 2017, the first meeting for comfort women tasks of museums
was held in Tokyo. The comfort women museums have already been established in South
Korea, China, Taiwan, Japan, the Philippines and the Netherlands. Museums in China include
the Military Hall Museum of the Kwantung Army in Heilongjiang (2009); the Museum of
Comfort Facilities in Dongjiagou, Longling, Yunnan (2015); the Nanjing Comfort Stations
Liji Lane Site Museum (2015); and Museum of Chinese Comfort Women of Shanghai Normal
University (2016). The Liji Lane Site Museum is established on the former site of the Japanese
military comfort facility and has a total of eight buildings. North Korean comfort women victim
Park Yeong-sim also testified in person in 2003. The United States and Canada built a comfort

women museum as well.

3. Conflict over the application for registration of Memory of the World

UNESCO Memory of the World is the best way to preserve the memory of human beings.
In 2014, China applied to UNESCO for the entry of two kinds of materials on the Nanjing
Massacre and comfort women. However, China failed to register materials on comfort women

due to the opposition of the Japanese government. UNESCO recommended the co-registration
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of materials with other victimized countries in regard to the comfort women issue. On May
31, 2016, 11 countries, including China, South Korea, the Philippines, Indonesia, East Timor,
Japan, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Australia, the United States and Taiwan, as well
as private organizations in those regions, submitted an application under the name of “Voice
of Comfort Women.” The materials submitted for the joint registration amount to a total
of 2,744 copies, and consist of historical materials on and survey results of comfort women,
and documents on opposition activities. Although these documents have much missing and
damaged, they are the only true documents that meet the requirements of UNESCO Memory
of the World.

However, the right wing of Japan is making all-out efforts to prevent the “Voice of Comfort
Women from being registered by applying for the "discipline of the Japanese military" and arguing
that its discipline is very strict. During the screening process, the Japanese government even put
pressure that Japan would withdraw from UNESCO if the “Voice of Comfort Women" passes.
Due to the pressure of Japan, UNESCO recommended in October 2017 parties concerned talk
about those records. At present, the Korean Commission on Registration Applications has issued
a letter to the Director-General of the UNESCO to express Korea’s intention to have a dialogue.

These facts show how violence is assessed and remembered, and how fierce related struggling is

Historian's research needs value neutrality. historians should evaluate and criticize in a calm
manner and write seriously. But historians also have a responsibility to tell right from wrong,.
They should condemn criminal acts and lead people to have responsibility and mission toward
good. The Japanese military comfort women, war crimes against military sex slaves, Nazis
massacre of the Jewish people, and Japan’s Nanjing Massacre are all anti-humanist war crimes of
the 20th century that human beings should remember and learn lessons to prevent such acts of
violence from happening again.

Study on literature and oral history: Rebuild the history of Japanese ‘comfort women’

Abstract: Asian scholars has basically rebuilt the history of Japanese ‘comfort women’, or the
sexual slavery system by analyzing materials and visiting survivors since 1991. The global society
has agreed that it is the wartime atrocities violating human rights and Japan should apology
for its actions. However, many Japanese still deny their act of aggression. We spare no effort to
pass down this historical memory to the younger generations through writing it to textbook,
applying for the world memory list, making a film as well as building museum and memorial
hall. The rest countries of Asian still fight against Japanese government over the nature, scale and

name of ‘comfort women’.

Key words: ‘comfort women’; Japanese sexual slaves ;comfort station; historical memory
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Current State of Documents on

Comfort Women

Housed in the Chinese Central Archives

By the case of Collection of Written Confessions by Japanese War Criminals
Who Invaded China Possessed by the Chinese Central Archives

| LI Lina (Chinese Central Archives)

Japanese invasion of China, which continued for 14 years between 1931 when Japan
provoked the Manchurian incident and 1945 when the country declared an unconditional
surrender, was an atrocious criminal act, caused indelible pains and sufferings to the Chinese
people, and brought huge losses to China. The Chinese Central Archives houses a vast collection
of historical documents about the Chinese war against Japan. In the process of unearthing and
organizing these materials over the past few years, the Chinese Central Archives has released
a large amount of documents to society in various formats, such as online videos, books,
newspaper publications, and exhibitions. Collection of Written Confessions by Japanese War
Criminals Who Invaded China Possessed by the Chinese Central Archives (hereinafter referred
to as “Collection of Written Confessions”) is one of its important achievements of the last few

years.
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1. Contents of Collection of Written Confessions

Collection of Written Confessions was compiled by the Chinese Central Archives and
published by Zhonghua Book Company. It consists of the 1st and 2nd selections, which are
published in a total of 120 volumes in August 2015 and July 2017, respectively. All documents
included in the Collection of Written Confessions were chosen from trial documents of Japanese
war criminals who had invaded China, which were possessed by the Chinese Central Archives.

The collection contains confessions written by Japanese war criminals. In addition to the
facsimile edition of those documents, the Chinese version of the photographs and confessions
of the war criminals and the English abstract were also included. Since the collection contains
their age, domicile of origin, family members, personal history, criminal records, and ideological
changes before and after the war, it achieves the highest level in terms of contents and quantity
and most of the contents are disclosed to the public for the first time. As for all written
confessions of the war criminals excluding those directly recorded in Chinese, their original
version in Japanese and translation in Chinese were included, while all of confessions in Japanese
were written and signed by the war criminals themselves. (Some of them were recorded by
others but the signatures were put by the criminals themselves.) We did not summarize or
modify their confessions, nor did we correct or add explanations to the errors in the documents
themselves, such as the time or page alignment, in order to preserve the original texts as much as
possible. However, in order to protect the privacy of women abused by the Japanese, the victims'
real names and personal information were not directly disclosed when the facsimile edition of
the documents were published. At the same time, for the readability, important criminal acts
recorded in all confessions of the war criminals were summarized, translated into English, and

placed in front of each confession.

2. Characteristics of Collection of Written Confessions

From 1950 to 1956 in Fushun and Taiyuan areas, China detained 1,109 Japanese war
criminals who invaded China. From 1951 to June 1956, the Supreme People's Procuratorate
of China thoroughly investigated criminal activities of the imprisoned Japanese and worked

together with related organizations to prepare for the prosecution and trials, while keeping all
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related documents in the Chinese Central Archives. These documents amount to about 200,000
pages that are composed of war criminals' written confessions, oral records, interrogation and
field investigation records, materials on appreciation of war criminals, and inquiry records.

The characteristics of the documents on Japanese war criminals housed in the Chinese
Central Archives are in large as follows.

First, the documents have large volume and high quality. The documents not only consist
of a great volume of materials but also record the entire process of the trials against war crimes.
This shows that all the interrogation procedures for the war criminals were conducted in strict
and systematic manners. The documents serve as important grounds to prove the criminal acts
of the Japanese war criminals who invaded China.

Second, the contents of the documents correspond with facts and are highly reliable. The
documents about the Japanese war criminals are kept as trial records, among which confessions
and oral records were all written by the war criminals themselves. All the inquiry records were
repeated several times, proven to be highly realistic, and verified in procedural terms. The oral
records demonstrate that their contents have authenticity in that the types of crimes committed
by the Japanese invaders have universality, in particular, the contents can be mutually verified
since civilian massacres, gas and germ warfare, the establishment of comfort facilities and the
forced mobilization of “comfort women” are seen not in a single case but in confessions written
by several war criminals.

Third, the documents have a very high research value. While retreating after having lost the
war, the Japanese military burned a large amount of documents in order to hide their criminal
activities. As a result, currently existing documents such as those on the “Nanjing Massacre”
and “comfort women” were scattered without being left as complete data. However, we were
able to find relevant information in the documents that had already been found. For example,
as for documents on “comfort women,” those previously found documents, such as Japanese
government documents, newspaper reports, oral records of victims, and confessions directly
written by criminals, were supplemented to each other, so many people were able to be informed
of the existence of the “comfort women” system. In particular, the documents drafted by the
Japanese military including Japanese officers and soldiers are the most direct exposure and

demonstration of that criminal act—forced mobilization of comfort women.

289



3. Documents related to “comfort women” included in the Collection

of Written Confessions

Collection of Written Confessions has many documents related to “comfort women” and

“comfort facilities,” and some of them are as follows.

A written confession by Kaigin Suzuki: The Japanese military ordered to establish “comfort
facilities in all areas” in which it was occupying, and lured many Chinese women to the “comfort

facilities.”

A written confession by Nosuke Sasaki: In December 1943 in Ambon Island of the Dutch
East Indians, “the Japanese military forcibly mobilized a dozen Indonesian women to set up
comfort facilities and provided them to Japanese soldiers. This is a serious insult of Indonesian
women.” “When our division was stationed in Hubei, China, the comfort facilities which were
previously established in Dangyang and operated by a Japanese were provided to the Japanese
military for comfort and the division supported the operation. In these facilities, there were
about ten Chinese women, all of whom had become impoverished because of the Japanese
imperialist aggression and been drawn to prison camps before being forced into prostitution. I

think such brothels were located in Yichang and Jingmen as well.”

A written confession by Isao Inaba: On March 5, 1945, a company commander ordered
to capture 20 women aged between 17 and 20 in a village of Fanshi County, Shanxi, to set up

comfort facilities.

A written confession by Ippei Azuma: In August 1941, we robbed a Chinese house (200
square meters) to establish “comfort facilities” in Dongning County, Heilongjiang, under the

command of the headquarters of the Kwandung Army.
A written confession by Fukuji Sato: In July 1942, we forcibly occupied three Chinese

private houses (with a total of 25 rooms) in Longjiang County under the name of “rent,” in

order to build a brothel for Japanese soldiers.
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A written confession by Yukata Takeuchi: In December 1936 in the city of Tangyuan, “the
Garrison Command dispatched the armed forces, occupied about 30 rooms of Chinese houses

by force and used them as brothels exclusively for the Japanese military.”

A written confession by Masao Watanabe: The Star Club was operated and managed by an
adjutant general of the Supreme Command in Jinan after having been established to publicly
cooperate for the rape of Japanese imperialist army. Detained women suffered the most terrible
agony that human beings were hardly able to tolerate in material, mental and physical terms.
The Jinan Military Assembly Hall was headed by an adjutant general of the Supreme Command

in Jinan.

A written confession by Yuichi Furukawa: In December 1938, the Japanese military
police kidnapped about 50 Chinese women living in poor conditions in the city of Foshan and

detained them in the "comfort facilities for Japanese soldiers."

Due to limitations in the volume of the presentation, not all cases can be listed one by one,
but the following conclusions can be drawn from the above confessions.

First, the establishment of comfort facilities was supported by the Japanese military. The
facilities were installed, operated and managed intentionally and systematically. This is clearly
mentioned in the confessions written by the soldiers, including Kaigin Suzuki, Nosuke Sasaki,
and Ippei Azuma.

Second, houses used for such facilities were occupied by force. This point is also mentioned
in the written confessions of Fukuji Sato and Yukata Takeuchi. In addition, as for houses that
were recorded to be borrowed, the rent was extremely low to the extent that it was not different
from forced occupation.

Third, such facilities were widely distributed, and located in every area where Japanese
troops stationed. The confessions of a number of war criminals also reveal a very wide range of
distribution of such facilities. Those brothels were widely distributed in areas such as Beijing,
Hebei, Hubei, Shandong, Henan, and Guangdong in China, and were established even in
Ambon Island of the Dutch East Indians occupied by the Japanese military, while most of
“comfort women” were Chinese and Koreans.

Fourth, violence and robbery is one of the ways of mobilizing “comfort women.” As shown
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in the written confessions of Isao Inaba and Yuichi Furukawa, the Japanese military forcibly
mobilized ordinary women as “comfort women” through violence and robbery, regardless of
the will of the women concerned. In addition, when referring to “comfort women,” many war
criminals used expressions such as “detained under the power of the Japanese military,” and
“used them as a means of comfort by strict restraint of Japanese militarism.” This shows that the
women forced into comfort women were deprived of their liberty, became "sex slaves" of the

Japanese army and suffered various abuses.

4, Efforts of the Chinese Central Archives to discover materials about

criminal acts of Japanese armed forces that invaded China

The Chinese Central Archives has made great efforts to collect and organize materials on
Japan’s war of invasion against China. Currently, we are working on the compilation of The
Collection of Document about Chinese War against Japan. The collection is composed by the
State Archives Administration of the People’s Republic of China and published in facsimile
edition while general archives nationwide jointly participate in its publication. The documents
include the entire process of Chinese resistance of 14 years from 1931 to 1945 and a variety
of formats of materials such as documents, telegrams, flyers, official documents, diaries, daily
logs, photographs and paintings, sentences, music scores, books, and handwritten manuscripts,
displaying those materials on anti-Japanese war in a comprehensive way from various aspects.
The documents contains not only the persistent resistance of the Chinese but also the Japanese
invasion and consequent losses it caused to China. We have especially focused on making public
the documents on the Nanjing Massacre, comfort women, and gas and germ warfare, and strive
to provide an important basis for the general public to understand and study history.

However, in the face of so many historical facts, the Japanese right-wing forces still deny
criminal acts without squarely looking at history, disapprove the "comfort women" system,
and glorify its war of aggression. Such acts are equivalent to ignoring the feelings of the victims,
disregarding the minds of the Chinese people and the peoples of Asia who had been invaded by
Japan, and by extension, neglecting the desire of the world for history and peace. The discovery
of the anti-Japanese war documents by the Chinese Central Archives is not aimed at revenge
but aimed for people to remember history, love peace, oppose war, and join forces to protect the

peace earned in return for the lives of our patriots who sacrificed their lives.
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The Value of Documents on Comfort

women Housed by Heilongjiang
Provincial Archives, China

| Nie Boxin (Heilongjiang Provincial Archives, China)

The documents on the comfort women by the Imperial Japanese Army possessed by
Heilongjiang Provincial Archives organized and reviewed all written data of the border police
and military police of the Empire of Japan and Manchukuo and include status reports on
comfort stations established by the Japanese Army documented by researched by Suiyang border
police in Suiyang, Mudanjiang. “Comfort women” refers to women who were forced to be sex
slaves of Japanese soldiers by the Empire of Japan or the Imperial Japanese Army. The Comfort
women system was established by the Empire of Japan during World War II. The empire
compulsorily drafted women from various countries to work as sex slaves for the Japanese
soldiers and systemically dispatched the women in the Japanese Army. It is an anti-humanitarian
act of Japanese fascism, and an undisputed governmental crime that violated the equality of the

sexes and conventional rules of war. This documents on comfort women that are relatively new
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to public are highly valuable historical records about the Japanese Army that invaded China.

1. Files related to comfort women housed by Heilongjiang Provincial
Archives are confident evidences revealing the fact that the Imperial
Japanese Army in China established the comfort stations.

Among many documents possessed by Heilongjiang Provincial Archives, those related to
the establishment of “comfort stations” in China by the Japanese Military Forces provide crucial
evidence of the operation of the sex slavery system.

First, the documents are original copies comprise official documents exchanged by the main
unit of Suiyang border police, Suifenhe unit of Suiyang border police, Hanconghe of Suiyang
border police to record the situation of establishment of comfort stations. All the documents
were handwritten in Japanese. They were recorded on the border police’s standard form for
official paper, which verify the files’ veracity.

Second, the original
documents were officially signed and sealed by the main unit of Suiyang border police, Suifenhe
unit and Hanconghe unit of Suiyang border police. First of all, the official seal of the border
police was affixed, and the Suifenhe unit of Suiyang border police recorded the time of receipt,
document number in blue circle that was for seal affixture. In addition, Takahashi, the captain
of Hanconghe unit of Suiyang border police and other persons in charge of documenting affixed
their seals. Moreover, a document, where the Chinese characters, “&£8 . JE¥7EE (Document
for examination. Handle the gist)” were stamped on, was also affixed with red seals of a captain,
a manager and a person in charge in order. It shows the process of deliberation of the document.
In addition, other circular stamps with the inscription “Confidential” and “Restrict” were placed.
These are general procedure of processing a document and show aboriginality of the document.

Third, the document tells the historical fact that the Japanese Army in China established the
military brothels in Suiyang. The following is from the report, Suiguojingsuihanmi No. 1064,
which was sent from the captain of Hanconghe unit to the captain of Suifenhe unit of border

police on December 11, 1941:
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A Japanese military exclusive restaurant (comfort station), which was a similar one
reported on Suiguojingsuihanmi No. 890 on October 20, cighth year of Kande,
was established on December 9. The details are as follows:

1. Date of establishment: December 9, 1941

2. Location: Official residence of No. 2632 army of Nantianmen, Hanconghe,
Suiyang

3. Operator of the comfort station: Shigenori Iwamura. Place of his family
register is 68 Sujeong, Masan, Joseon (Korea). Current address is 4 Nantianmen,
Hancoghe, Suiyang

4. Number of comfort women: Total of 13

According to the document, the comfort place was only for Japanese soldiers and located in
the official residence of a unit. This historical document, which is one of the oldest of the kind,
shows that the Japanese Armed Forces set up a comforting place in Suiyang, Heilongjiang in
China and systemically established it with special purpose. It is an enough evidence to refute the
sophistic argument of the right-wing forces in Japan who insist that comfort women worked for

money and were unrelated to Japanese government or the army.

2. The documents on comfort women is the most crucial data on
studying the historical fact that Japanese armed force established

comfort station on the border area of the northeast of China

After Potsdam Declaration in July of 1945, Japan realized that they lost the war and
carefully destroyed various files and data. These documents on comfort women kept in
Heilongjiang Provincial Archives are material Japanese military police in the Kwantung Army
failed to secure or to burn. As the files were unveiled, the history of Japanese invasion to China,
especially historical fact that proves the Japanese Army set up comfort stations on the border
area of the Northeastern China, making a footstep for further research on the history of comfort

women system.
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First of all, the document described the process of the army establishing a comfort
stations in Suiyang in detail. Official documents exchanged among the main unit of Suiyang
border police and Suifenhe unit and Hanconghe units of Suiyang border police discussing the
establishment of a Korean restaurant (comfort station) reveal the whole story of the setting up
process of the military brothels in the area. Among a few, the document, Suiguojingsuihanmi
No. 890 on October 20 sent from the Takahashi, the captain of Hanconghe unit to the captain

of Suifenhe unit is recorded as follows:

Considering the report by the captain of Nantianmen, a Korean restaurant
(comfort station) for Japanese military is planned to be set up in Nantianmen.
Two of 25 accommodations of military agricultural units will be selected as
the business location. Ten of 2000 comfort women who only serve Japanese
Army dispatched to China will be called up to Nantianmen for the service. The
operation policy is as follow: Thirty minutes for noncommissioned officers and

soldier, one hour for commissioned officers. Operating until midnight.

The report, Suiguojingsuihanmi No. 1288-1 on October 28, 1941, sent from the captain of
Suifenhe unit of Suiyang border police to the captain of the main unit of Suiyant border police
included some new information along with what was mentioned report: A comfort station was
set up at the existing military accommodation in Datongjie in Suifenhe, and there were ten
comfort women.

The Document clearly shows that there was a comfort station not only in Nantianmen but
also in Datongjie. Suiguojingsuihanmi No. 1064 (December 11, 1941) that was mentioned
above reported that a comfort station was finished setting up and the information of the date of
its establishment, the location, and personal information of operator, and the number of comfort
women at the place. The three official documents exchanged among Suiyang border police,
Suifenhe unit of Suiyang border police, Hanconghe unit of Suiyang border police recorded the
whole process of Japanese Armed Force setting up comfort places in Suiyang, from planning to

operating.
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It was important for the border police to manage residence certificates and travel certificates
for the local residents on the border area and to monitor and control the Soviet Union’s
espionage agents entering China and Chinese entering the Soviet Union. Because the Japanese
military force also knew operating military brothels was wrong, they tried not to make relevancy
between the army and the comfort places, by only supervising the brothels but letting civilians
operate the places. So when a Korean arrived at the area, the border police monitored and
investigated the person and wrote a report. That was the why the process of setting up comfort
stations and their size along with other information were documented in detail. These reports are
the most important data for studying on the Japanese army’s establishment of comfort places in

Chinese northeast border.

Second, the documents on comfort women are the significant data for studying on the
Japanese Armed forces establishing military brothels in various places in China. After the Lugou
Bridge incident, Japan attacked China in all directions and rapidly occupied the Northern,
Central, and Southern China. During the military attacks, the Imperial Japanese Army set up
comfort places in each area and dispatched comfort women there after military internal planning
and measuring the size of units. In June of 1938, Naosaburo Okabe, who was the chief of staff
of the Japanese Army in the Northern China, sent a notice to each unit and urged to set up
comfort stations as follows:

As sex crimes by Japanese soldiers became know to each area, severe anti-Japanese sentiment
is emerging. Therefore, we should control soldiers’ behavior as well as establish comfort places to
prevent soldiers going against the rules due to the lack of proper facility.

The Japanese army systemically set up numerous military brothels in occupied areas. From
the border of the Soviet Union and Heilongjiang to Yuinnan and the Southern China, every
occupied area in China had comfort places. The situation is seen through documents. Suiyang,
for example, according to records, had two comfort places: one at military accommodations
in Datongjie in Suifenhe; the other at Official residence of No. 2632 army of Nantianmen,
Hanconghe in Suiyang. Ten and 13 comfort women were in the places, respectively. Other
than the two, there is another document says that Sanyoujie was an expected place for setting

up a comfort place, and a man whose family name was Shirakawa was going to be the operator,
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although whether the comfort station was actually set up was unknown. According to the
document, Suiguojingsuihanmi No. 890 on October 20 sent from the Takahashi, the captain of
Hanconghe unit to the captain of Suifenhe unit, the comfort women for the newly established
comfort place were going to be called up among 2000 comfort women who only serve the
Japanese army dispatched to China, and the supervising organization was an occupation unit
in Nantianmen. It is surprising that the number of comfort women “recruited” from Korea was
about 2000, but the fact that those women were supervised by the army also should be noticed.
These historical sources tell us that the Japanese army systemically planned and operated the

comfort women system by the size of occupying troops.

3. The documents on comfort women are new evidence for studying
on the history of Japanese invasion to China and the sex slavery

system

The Japanese Armed Force’s comfort women system was a unique sex slavery system in
the history of wars in the world. It brutally violated numerous women in many areas including
Asian and European countries and the US. and cause unforgettable pain. The history of comfort
women is one of the most horrifying history of slavery targeting women. A comfort station
was set up on a significant military purpose and served as a subsidiary facility to help Japan’s
aggression.

The comfort women related data housed by Heilongjiang Provincial Archives prove that
comfort women system was common in the Japanese Army. A comprehensive report of Dongan
Military Police Squad that including information about military ethos, discipline, service,
barrack discipline also mentioned the establishment of military police corps. The purposes of the
corps wete to protect military secrets, special military brothels, and military centers, to identify
the persons concerned of the Army and to issue various certificates. Moreover, it also dealt with
tasks related to “the military facilities for special comfort.” In the original copy of the report, it
says, “By the request of the army, the military police will severely manage the matters related

to issuing various certificates including the identification of the persons concerned of military
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centers, special military comfort places and telephone companies, and the travel certificates for
military constructors.

In order to facilitate their work, Dongan Military Police Squad established a military police
corps. The military police mainly worked for preventing crimes and protecting military plans
and secrets. The objects of protection for military plans and secrets were mainly merchants doing
businesses near military camps, telephone companies, workers in military camps and the persons
concerned of railroads and special comfort stations. The report says, “As the military force
needed special comfort facilities, the military police corps took responsibility for and actively
managed and supervised the matter, which led to good results. However, the comforting service
caused many negative effects as well. Therefore, one warrant officer will stay alert, perform anti-
crime measures and monitor related illegal act.” The work responsibility schedule of Dongan
Military Police Squad says, “Warrant officer Hibino will be in charge of matters related to special
comfort facilities, Corporal Matsui will do his original tasks along with the matters related to

military special comfort facilities and fingerprinting and issuing various certificates.”

The document demonstrates that:
1.Special comfort stations were clearly set up in military camps as subsidiary
facilities.
2.The persons concerned of military special comfort women were severely
monitored and managed by issuing certificates.
3.the urgent request of setting up comfort places by the military force explains
that the size of occupying troop and the number of comfort women were
proportional.
4.The service of comfort stations occasionally caused troubles and there were
illegal acts conducted by soliders, so that professional personnel was dispatch to

manage the problems.
The key points of this document are that the Japanese army set up comfort places in China

for their own needs, that the army deployed professional personnel for the management and that

the more the number of soldiers, the more the comfort women were demanded. Establishment
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of comfort stations within military camps most definitely show the essence of sex slavery system

of the Japanese Army.

In the early 1942, in order to keep the massive army of the Soviet Unions in check on the
border of China and the Soviet Union, Japan deployed the troops that had invaded the Southeast
Asia to the Northeast China for strengthening the Kwantung Army. The more the number of
occupation forces increased, and the more the army’s need for setting up special comfort facilities
grew. There were a few kinds of Japanese Army’s comfort stations: The stations established by the
army, the station operated by Japanese, the private brothels designated by the Japanese Army and
the movable stations operated by the army or civilians. Among them, the stations established by
the army shows the essential character of the sex slavery system of the Japanese Army. Japanese
government and the Japanese Armed Forces carried out the comfort women system using
governmental organization. It is an irrefutable fact. These archives are highly valuable aboriginal
data that contain uniqueness and originality and new evidence exposing the brutality of the
Japanese Armed Forces.

Meanwhile, the comfort women system conducted by the Imperial Japanese Army during
World War II was wholly different from usual sex crimes occurred during wars. The victims of
the system were forcefully drafted or deceived to work was sex slaves, deprived of their rights as
human being. Not only infringed and insulted on a daily basis, they would have in a situation
where they could lose their lives at any time. The reason the military force could have power
over the women was that the Japanese colonial empire institutionally promoted and protect
the comfort women system to raise the strength of their army by scarifying women, especially
foreign women. Heilongjiang Provincial Archives disclosure of the documents on the Japanese
Army’s comfort women system re-verified that the Japanese Army forced numerous women,
especially women from Korea and China, to be sex slaves.

In 2014, the Jilin Provincial Archives revealed materials on the comfort women written by
the Kwantung Military Police, which documented that the Japanese Armed Forces extensively
set up comfort places around the Northeastern, Northern and Central China and Guam. In
2015, Heilongjiang Provincial Archives exposed the document which proves the Japanese Army

established comfort stations on the border of the Northeastern China and the Soviet Unions.
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Those documents can cross-check their validity. These historical facts are certain data that can
rebut the Japanese right-wing scholars and cabinet members who repeatedly say that the comfort
women issues have no evidence and are not true. History is hard to erase. The Kwantung
Military Police’s record on the comfort women system, housed by Heilongjiang Provincial
Archives prove the Japanese Army implemented the sex slavery system in the aspect of originality

and uniqueness of history.
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