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East Sea, Ulleungdo and Dokdo Known to the Western World
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"Sunrise,, Kim Jungman, 2014
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Timeless Moonlit Nights,, Kim Jungman, 2014
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1. East Sea, and Dokdo

The East sea, which opens up the morning of Koreans

The East Sea, wide and blue in the east of the Korean Peninsula.

Where a lot of people visit to start a New Year with new hope and excitement,
Where people can cool off the summer heat on the broad sandy beaches,
Where the fishermen’s livelihood is,

Where the beautiful islands of Ulleungdo and Dokdo belong.

Now,

Lecsigo and meet the East Sca and Dokdor
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Peaceful East Sea Viewed from Dokdo
Dokdo Research Institute, Sept. 19, 2014
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o545 799-805 Postal code 799-805

SHHZ 799-805F 2o} To visit the place with the postal code 799-805,
Aol MAE ElaL F AZHHE & EE 7S Eu|d =, Take a bus from Seoul to Gangneung Express Bus Terminal for about two and a half hours,
ZIstofl A HhA] BF ARE AL MAE Bl et R And then, change to another bus to go to Gangneung Harbour for one hour,
7oA Al AIRE S B SR And there, board on a ferry to Ulleungdo for three hours,
= eolA E HA] 7 AR EE HE Bh= 84X 71 oA, Then, transfer to another ferry to Dokdo for two more hours.
It is a long eight-hour journey.
4 ¢lo] B3l vihE 712 W YEh =, After continuous and patient sailing through the East Sea,

SpAat Ik gk ol e T 4 QI Sl

i

And only if the weather allows, we can step on this island.

=T, Dokdo,
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'Can You Hear Us;, Kim Jungman, 2014
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S tieil=e) 5 7 Bl e o= ol A= 216km, &5 oA = 87.4km HoR

Stofl PIFIBIAL Itk EA7F FoH 5ol FES SUeR & 4 QU

: 87 .4km

S Dokdo, View frem the Sky
=1
Dokdo is the island at the east end of the Republic of Korea, located at 216km away from the Korean

peninsula and87.4km away ftom Ulleungdo, On a clear day, one can see Dokdo from Ulleungdo with
the naked eyes.

S Y AR
(F)2t=2010|AR, 2001, Landsat ETM |&SA

A Satellite Imagery of Dokdo
IMU Korea Ltd., 2001, Landsat ETM Satellite Imagery
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Dokdo, Thousand Faces

“Every time I see Dokdo, it looks different. It has thousands of faces.

It looked different last year. It has a different face in every season.”

“The First Painter of Dokdo’, Lee Jongsang

Dokdo has a magic. It is a magical island which becomes one piece, two pieces or even three pieces. Lee
Jongsang, who has been painting Dokdo for a very long time, described it like above, as it shows a new

appearance every time he looks around to sketch it.
Voleani¢ and wave actions created the two islands, Dongdo(East Island) and Seodo(West Island) of

Dokdo as well ag many large of small'rocky islets. Depending on the perspectives, the shapes of these

islands appear so differently; creating-thousand, faces of Dokdo.
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"Stone Island, Kim Jungman, 2014
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Stone Island; Dokdo Made by the East Sea, Wind and Waves

Dokdo is' awolcanic! island made 'of the lava flow erupted from the 2000meters under the East Sea.
Eighty-nine rock islands that are different in sizes and shapes, such as Keungajebawi(Big Sea Lion Rock),
Samhyeongjegulbawi(Three Brothers Cave Rock), Kokkiribawi(Elephant Rock), etc., peppered around
Dongdo(East Island) and Seodo(West Island) of Dokdo.
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Hanbandebawi

s is'c nbandobawi’, as it resembles the shape of the Korean Peninsula when seen

fromrthe-north.
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Hanbandobawi
Provided by Ulleung County Office
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"Eclipse on a Cold Winter Night,, Kim Jungman, 2014
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Eolgulbawi

The'side view of the rock appears to be a profile of a man so that fishemen call it

Eolgulbayi*;
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"Here Come Spring Winds;, Kim Jungman,

2014
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Chotdaebawi and Samhyeongjegulbawi

The left-hand side rock is called ‘Chotdacbawi’, because it looks like a candle stick. The right-hand side

rock is called.'Samhyeongjegulbawi’ by thelocal fishermen, as it has three caves in it.
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Spring | Summer | Autumn | Winter
Provided by Ulleung County Office
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Feur Seasons ofdDokdo

As Dokdo shows a different scenery each season, one can appreciate diverse seasonal views of Dokdo
depending on'the time'of the lyear, Dokdo isiwarmer than the Korean Peninsula with the average yearly

temperature for the year 12.4°C, buct it has one of the strongest winds in Korea.
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E 5 Abo] AlE The Plants of Dokdo

==2r A|¥ =4 Uop HEr B The barren soil due to the unique topography,

w2 v|7F Y=IARE AAE gl RS 5 Lack of water due to the steep slope regardless of heavy rain,

TS Ha 73Rt vk And the strong, salty wind.

Ao Altr] $A4] 92 2 o]7]aL Despite the unfavorable environment many plants endured the weather and survived at Dokdo.

Sieof B2 YR Aes.

Fifty to sixty species of plants flourish on Dokdo, such as Sea Chrysanthemums(Hae-Guk), Island

afl=r, A7z, A7RR] =, G A 5 Giraffe Grass(Sumgirin-cho), Whiskers of Magpie, or Plant of Primulaceae(Gat Ka chi su yum), Giant
50~600] F2f AlEo] k8t M we <lth Knotweed(Wang ho jang geun), and sum jang dae etc.
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Sea Chrysanthemums(Hae-Guk in Korean)
Provided by Ulleung County Office

036

CHEES

EcHTA 2014, 9. 19.

Island Giraffe Grass(Sumgirin-cho in Korean)
Dokdo Research Institute, Sept. 19, 2014
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Ao T T2l 7kz] Paradise of Birds and Sea Lions(Gangchi in Korean)

A=) e, = Dokdo, a paradise of birds.

o] St E s M, Holdm7] 2t Twenty-two kinds of birds are flying into Dokdo,

HICHAH], SAY], B250] 5 AF F 9 Al50] ot 2L including Black-tailed gulls which meow like cats, Swinhoes Storm Petrels, Streaked shearwaters, and
Kestrels.

Bao A Vel i 2k ufskEs)

HEof|A] &ehe= wEESh HighEo] Tt Dokdo, the confluence of cold current from the north and warm current from the south
thoFel Ea17)7) A Q= ol created home for variety of fish.
831 g2 Ak " nce forished Sea lions,

will'they return t0 Dokdo ‘again?
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Black—tailed Gulls
Provided by Ulleung County Office
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Black-tailed Gulls, Qne of the Natives in Dokdo

Dokdo is a paradise for birds, and the most populous birds have been the Black-tailed gulls. The French
Apnales Hydrograppiques published in 1858 described Dokdo in this manner.

“The two highest rocks of Dokdo are visible from the distance as they are covered with white birds
droppings.” During the breeding season of May and June, the countless number of Black-tailed gulls

cover Dokdo even today.
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Japanese Fishermen Catching Sea Lions on Dokdo
1930s, Housed in Oki Folk Museum

SZ0IM M7l BRIE A1 U= MIF s, ASA
19504, 20IF(E=2E F) MS

Kim Gongja, a Woman Diver from Jeju, Holding a Baby Sea Lion in Her Arms on Dokdo
1950s, Provided by Yoon Migyeong, The Manager of the Righteous Troops of Dokdo
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Miss you, Sea Lions(Gange/i in Korean)

Sea. lions(Gangcpi),-that used jto-be commonly found along the coast of the East Sea, are now extinct.
The main reason for their extinction was indiscriminate hunting by the Japanese fishermen for their
skins in the early 1900s. Recently, the environmental organizations, the civic groups and the Korean
government are trying to restore the habitat for sea lions(Gangchi) and invite them to live on Dokdo.

Will we ever see the disappeared Gangehi, swimming in the East Sea around Dokdo again?

043



o) ek 9] 2he o] Al

Afko] k7)ol 7314 ek A Lot wol Ak

S AZEHEe) 9] SR AlrEo] ik

A5 g ol

PAp s 2 wht B8 R e

A 29] MO R ARE Ao | RS,

93 K S Algsts chakn)

EnL 05w 578 B,

= S5 o) nkg T} 3

044

Dokdo and People

The little island of East Sea.
Although it does not appear to be able to sustain residents

there have been some people who stayed on Dokdo for a long time.

At the corner of the cliff of Seodo(West Island) of Dokdo,

An old couple lives ever since they met as a fisherman and a female diver.

On the top of Dongdo(East Island) of Dokdo,

Security stafts protect Dokdo day and night.

And-three thousand people claimed Dokde, as their second home,

Although they do not live there permanently.

And today Dokdo spends another day

With love of the citizens of Korea.
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EEHTA, 2014, 9. 19.

The House of the Residents in Seodo(West Istand) of Dokdo
Dokdo Research Institute, Sep. 19, 2014

o|l=
=22
o=, 2008, 8. 8,

Sunset
Ahn Donglip, Aug. 8, 2008
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SHABIAL QI 18] al Eeof ARl QIR eI nE e & HAS 2.7 Algto] 4 o] I Qe
Residents of Dokdo

ChoiJongduk, originally from Ulleungde, has lived on Dokdo from March 1965. Today the married
couple of Kim Sungdo'and Kim Shinyeol{ive there. In addition, the security personnel, the manager of
the lighthouse, and the Dokdo Management Office staffs live on Dokdo. Also, more than three
thousand people changed their place of family registry to Dokdo although they do not currently live

there.
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People whalGuard Dokdo

The Dokdo Police Guards, who have inherited the spirit of the former Dokdo Volunteer Forces, are

guarding-Dokdo now.Twe security dogs named ‘Seodo’ and ‘Cheonsa(Korean meaning angel)’ are part of

the Dokdo Police Guards.

SRl b
227 N2

A Dokdo Police Guard and a Sapsal dog
Provided by Ulleung County Office
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East Sea, Ulleungdo and Dokdo in Korean History
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2. East Sea, Ulleungdo and Dokdo in Korean History

What kind of place has the East Sea been throughout the Korean history? Has the seemingly endless
East Sea been unknown and separated from the lives of Koreans? In short, it has not. Rather, the East
Sea along with the Korean Peninsula has provided a livelihood for Koreans since the dawn of Korean
history. There are some records that show Koreans catching fish in the East Sea since the Neolithic Age.
In the Bronze Age, they even had caught whales there. Later, Koreans from the Balhae Dynasty in the
7th century sailed the East Sea to trade with the Japanese quite actively. In the historical record, the
name “East Sea” can be found as far back as 59 B.C. and has stayed the same throughout Korean
history.

The East Sea possesses “Mureung”, a paradise for which people have longed for Mureung has its origin
in a Chinese classic story, 7he Tale from Peach Blossom Garden, where a fisherman stumbled into a cave
after getting lost finds what is described as the ideal place of no suffering nor struggle, a paradise. Then,
where is Mureung on the East Sea? 7he Annals of Joseon Dynasty mentioned “Mureung Island” in the
East Sea, which is now referred to as Ulleungdo. Since people of Joseon had tough lives, the story of
Mureung, the paradise island, must have been very attractive. According to the historical record, the soil
in Ulleungdo was so fertile thagithe.amountof grain harvest on Ulleungdo was supposedly ten times
more per unit areathan that of the mainland: Indeed, Ulleungdo deserved to be called Mureung. When
people learned about this, many mainlanders migrated to Ulleungdo. The Joseon government regarded
Ulleungdo as an'outer territory around the Yeongdong area of today’s Gangwon-do Province. Dokdo,
seen-from Ulleungdo-on clearjdays,-has also, been considered as Joseon territory. During the reign of
King Sukjong (17th century), Ahn Yongbok went to Japan and confirmed that Ulleungdo and Dokdo
were islands of Joseon, and he also protested about the Japanese people illegally crossing the sea to
Ulleungdo.

In short, the East Sea has been both the living space and a paradise, the Mureung for Koreans.
Ulleungdo is Mureung, a realized dream for Koreans, and together with its neighbor, Dokdo, visibly

reachable from Ulleungdo, have been territories of Korea protected by Koreans.
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'The East Sea and its Islands Indicated on Maps
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The Map of Historical Capitals

(Honil-gangri-yeokdae-gukdo-jido in Korean)

Kim Sahyung, Lee Mu and Lee Hoe, 1402, Joseon, Housed in the University of Ryukoku in Japan, Provided in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies,
Seoul National University
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This map is regarded as a synthesis of Eastern and Western geographic knowledge of the time, and is
also considered the oldest world map produced in the East. It referred to world maps constructed with
advanced cartographic techniques and diffused from the medieval Islamic world to China. Then,
Japanese islands and the Korean peninsula were added to complete this world map that put together
Asia and Africa togather with Europe. It described Korea larger than its actual size, and included

Ulleungdo in the East Sea(See the red square on the enlarged map).
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The Map of Joseon(Korea), Japan and the Ryukyu Kingdom(Joseon-ilbon-yugugukdo in Korean)
Author unknown, 18th Century, Joseon, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
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This map shows Joseon, Japan and the Ryukyu Kingdom. The Ryukyu Kingdom was located at the
present day Okinawa Prefecture area of Japan. Although the territory of Joseon was indicated accurately,
the location and the shape of Japan, marked below the east of Joseon and the Ryukyu Kingdom marked
below the west of Joseon, were inaccurate. The names of “Ulleungdo” as well as “East Sea” were clearly

written on the map.
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The Map of Gangwon Province in Yeojido
Author unknown, 18th Century, Yegjido, Joseon, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
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This map is considered a part of the series of ‘Map of Eastern Country(Dongguk-jido in Korean)’ by Jeong
Sanggi(1678~1752). The ‘Map of Eastern Country’ was the first map to adopt the concept of scale, and
its provincial maps had the scale of 1:420,000. Following the ‘Map of Eastern Country’, maps in the
late Joseon dynasty improved greatly in their accuracy of scale, orientation, and distance. On this map,
Ulleungdo and Usando are on the ocean southeast of Gangwon-do Province, while Usando is located

off shore from Pyung-Hae(now Uljin, in Gyeongsangbuk-do Province).
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The Map of Gangwon Province in Paldo-jido
Author unknown, 18th century, Paldo-jido, Joseon, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
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This Gangwon Province map is one of the provincial maps in the woodblock atlas called Paldo-jido(Adas
of Eight Provinces). The name of each town is identified inside a circle, and the Chinese characters
written on the left-hand side of the town name indicate the hierarchy of each town(for instance, Jff, <F).
Quite detailed geographical information was provided at the bottom of the map. Similar to Yeoji-do on

the previous page, this map describes Usando located in the south of Ulleungdo.
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The Map of Gangwon Province (Gangwon-do jido in Korean) 7'" :LE:]@ 31—1—1, ﬁ%—o’] -65]1:’“1’]' 'E‘JQE :rlfﬂ];—‘i‘li E;?:i];ﬂo-] 9,1]:4' %‘%’E(%%) %é—gi %K?UJ)OI
ki , 18th ,J , H d in Hye-Jung M , Ky Hee Universi 1=

Author unknown, 18th century, Joseon, Housed in Hye-Jung Museum, Kyung Hee University -?—-]X]'é‘]—tq’ 1 2] o %E Zf—tﬂ‘i_oﬂ 9}\% 0:]‘__1_] /E]—E-O] E?_]_E]—

This map of Gangwon Province is one of the maps from the atlas of provinces which also include maps
of Hamgyeong Province, Gyeonggi Province and others. This map is very similar to Gun-hyeon-jido(The
map of counties and towns) by Shin Gyeongjun in 1770 in terms of contents and place names, but it is
still not clear whether he actually produced this map or not. This colorful map clearly shows the place
names, roads and others in detail and describes the shapes and features of islands concretely. Usando is

in the east of Ulleungdo and several islands around Ulleungdo are shown on the map.
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The Great East Atlas (Daedong-yeojido in Korean)
Kim Jeongho, 1861, Joseon, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
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This map was constructed at the turning point of modernization in Joseon. By ascertaining existin
p gPp y g g

geographic information thoroughly, Kim Jeongho completed the elaborated map with almost the same

accuracy as the maps of the present time. On the map, Ulleungdo and its annexed islands are located in

the East Sea, and they were drawn in a smaller size just below Ulleungdo.
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Memorandum Book One Concerning the Landing of a Boat from Joseon, 9th Year of Genroku
1696, Japan, Private (Murakami Family) Collection
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Ahn Yongbok visited Japan twice to clarify the sovereignty of Joseon over Ulleungdo and Dokdo. In
1696, during his second visit to Japan, his ship landed on the Oki Islands, where the above document
was recorded as an investigation report about Ahn Yongbok by the Japanese officials. This report clearly
demonstrates that he asserted Ulleungdo and Dokdo belonged to the Gangwon Province of Joseon. In
the red square, it says Gangwon Province(7Li8), Ulleungdo(#755) and Dokdo(#2 ;). This ancient
document had been unknown for a long time; however, a descendant of the Murakami family found

and revealed it to the world in 2005.
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The Bearing Map of Ulleungdo
1836, The Record of the Case of Crossing the Sea to Ulleungdo, Japan, Housed in the National Archives of Japan
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This map is attached to ‘the Record of the Case of Crossing the Sea to Ulleungdo’. The record was written
while interrogating a Japanese trader, Hachiemon who had visited Ulleungdo illegally. On this map,

Ulleungdo (7 %) and Dokdo(#:%) are in red color like Joseon, and it coincides with ‘the State

Council(Dajokan) Order’ on the next page.
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The State Council Order
1877, Japan, Housed in the National Archives of Japan
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Dajokan, the State Council at that time, issued an order as follows.

“Concerning the inquiry about Takeshima(that is, Ulleungdo) and the other island(that is, Dokdo), it is to
be understood that this country(Japan) has nothing to do with them. March 29, 1877

Then, what was another island besides Ulleungdo? It becomes clear from the Sketch Map of Ulleungdo

on the next page.
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This is an attached map to the State Council Order on the previous page. Here, Isotakeshima(@tr &)
refers to Ulleungdo. This map shows Ulleungdo and Dokdo on its southeast. From this map it is

obvious that ‘the other island’ in the description of “‘Ulleungdo and the other island’ from the State

Council Order means none other than Dokdo.
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East Sea, Ulleungdo and Dokdo known to the Western World
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3. East Sea, Ulleungdo and Dokdo known to the Western World

The Journal of Hendrick Hamel was the first western book to introduce Korea to the world. Hendrik
Hamel was a sailor of the East India Company in the Netherlands, and in 1653, his ship drifted to Jeju
Island due to the storm when he was sailing from Taiwan to Japan. Hamel and his colleagues had to be
detained in Joseon(Korea), but they finally managed to escape after thirteen years and went back to the
Netherlands in 1666. Upon returning home, Hamel published 7he Journal of Hendrick Hamel, and
therefore, various circumstances of veiled Joseon started to get revealed to Europe.

About 100 years later in May 1787, the expedition party led by French explorer, La Pérouse, happened
to pass by Jeju Island. They observed Jeju Island closely for several days and even drew a map of the
island, by sailing along the south coast of the island. As they kept sailing toward the north along the
east coast of Korea, they found Ulleungdo on May 27th. This event makes them the first westerners to
locate Ulleungdo. La Pérouse found Joseon fishermen shipbuilding and tried to approach them, but
due to the strong tide, they could not succeed. Ulleungdo was named after Dagelet, an astronomer who
found the island first, and started to be known to the western world with that name.

The first westerners who discovered Dokdo came sixty years later in 1848 by an American whaling ship,
named Cherokeets However; it was the French whaler, Le Liancourt in 1849, that reported the discovery
of Dokdo to the French Naval‘Authorities.and it began to mark Dokdo as Rochers Liancourt(Liancourt
Rocks) on the'western/maps. Since then, Ulleungdo and Dokdo have been marked as Korean territory
on the maps of the United Kingdom, Germany, Russia and other western countries. On the other
hand;-the Fast Seafirst appeared as-Oriental Sea(Maereum Orientale) on the map drawn by an Italian
monk Carpini who traveled to Mongolia in the 13th Century. After that, it was marked as Sea of Korea
or Eastern Sea(Oriental Sea) on the western maps. Some of the historical resources, both maps and

documents, regarding this issue are presented from the next page.
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Asia
Nicolas Sanson d’Abbeville, 17th Century, France, Housed in the Hye-Jung Museum, Kyung Hee University
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There has been several different ways that the East Sea was marked on the western maps. One is to
mark it as the ‘Sea of Korea’, and the map above is a good example. This is a map of Asia produced by
the authoritative French cartographer, Nicolas Sanson(1600~1667), and the Korean Peninsula is marked
as Korea(Corée) and the East Sea is marked as Sea of Korea(Mer de Corée). Considering the enormous
importance of maps made by Nicolas Sanson in the history of world’s map making, it must have had a

great influence on marking the name of the Korean Peninsula and East Sea.
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The Map of the Empire of Japan
Jacques Nicolas Bellin, 1752, France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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The above map shows another example of using the name, ‘Sea of Korea'. Although the title of map is
“The Map of the Empire of Japan(Carte de LEmpire du Japon)’, the East Sea is marked as ‘Sea of Korea

(Mer de Corée)’. And the southern sea of Japan is marked as ‘Sea of Japan’.
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Kingdom of Japan
Philippe Briet, 1680, France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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Another way of referring to the East Sea on western maps is to mark it either as Eastern Sea or Oriental
Sea. The above map used the term Ocean Oriental(Oriental Ocean or Eastern Sea) in French to indicate
the East Sea. This map was a republished version of the map originally published in 1668 by Philippe
Briet(1601-1668) who was a Jesuit historian and cartographer. Only some part of the Korean peninsula
is shown on the left-hand side of the map, and ‘part of the island and Kingdom of Joseon(Partie de Llsle

et Royaume de Coray)’ is written on it.
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The Map of Asia
J. A. Dezauche, 1827, France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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1

them are in lower case.
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The Empire of Japan
Robert de Vaugondy, 1793, France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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The above map shows another example of the simultaneous use of two names for the East Sea. It is
interesting to note that different names were used depending on the location even in the same East Sea.
In the East Sea, the sea near to the Korean Peninsula was marked as ‘Sea of Korea(Mer de Corée)’, but
for the sea close to Japan, ‘Sea of Japan(Mer du Japon)” was used. The southern sea of Japan was recorded

as East India Sea(Mer des Indes Orientales).
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The View of Dokdo
The French warship Constantine, Renseignements Nautiques, Vol. 10, 1856
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Although it was not the first western ship to locate Dokdo, the French Whaler, Le Liancourt(Captain:
Calorte de Souza) found it in 1849. From then on, Dokdo was known to the western world as Rocher
Liancourt(Liancourt Rocks). The sketch of Dokdo above was drawn from the French Warship, Le

Constantine in 1855.
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The Brief Map of Coast of Japan
Katsukaishyu, 1867, Japan, Housed in Kyoto University Library
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This map is the Japanese translation version of the nautical chart, Japan and Korea' produced by the

British Navy Hydrography Bureau in 1863. The map is upside down from the original one and only a
small part of the Korean Peninsula is shown on the map, unlike the original version on which the entire
peninsula is drawn. Ulleungdo is marked as Matsushima(#%%), and Dokdo is marked as Liancourt,
exactly as the westerners labeled, only in phonetic Japanese. It appears that Japan did not pay much

attention to Dokdo at that time and did not assign a Japanese name for Dokdo.
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The Map of East Coast of Korea
Japanese Navy Hydrography Bureau, 1876, Japan, Housed in Dokdo Museum
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This map was a re-make of a Russian map by the Japanese Navy in 1876. It should be noted that the
Japanese Navy placed Dokdo not on ‘the Map of Japan’s Northwest Coast’, but on ‘the Map of Joseon’s
East Coast, indicating that Dokdo belonged to Joseon’s territory along with Ulleungdo. Dokdo was
drawn very closely from various angles in the bottom right of the page. This implies that Dokdo must
have been of great importance at that time to Japanese and Russians in respects to navigations and

geopolitics.

085



% SO} O AR Ef

NORTHEAST ASIAN HISTORY FOUNDATION



Efforts to Protect the East Sea and Dokdo
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4. Efforts to Protect the East Sea and Dokdo

At the end of the 19th century and the early 20th Century, the new mood of modernization had spread
in the Korea Peninsula. In 1900, Emperor Gojong of the Great Korean Empire(Daehan Jeguk in Korean)
issued an imperial order about Dokdo specifying that the Governor of Ulleungdo had the jurisdiction
over Dokdo. It was published in the official gazette to announce both nationally and internationally.
With the introduction of western civilization, schools with the modern educational curriculum were
established throughout the country. Of course, the East Sea was used in the textbooks for these schools.
At the start of the Russo-Japanese War; however, Japan revealed its imperialistic intentions for invasion
of Korea. In particular, the East Sea became more important geopolitically, as it was the main arena of
the war between Russia and Japan. Finally, after winning the Russo-Japanese War, Japan incorporated
Dokdo in 1905, and eventually colonized Joseon.

While Japan ruled over Joseon, the Koreans suffered from the exploitation and the oppression of Japanese
imperialists, and the seas of Korea also shared the same fate. In 1920, International Hydrographic Bureau
(IHB) pursued the standardization of marine geographical names. Japan occupied Korea by force at that
time and registered the East Sea - the sea between Korea and Japan - as the ‘Sea of Japan’ intentionally. It
meant thagthe Koreans-never had a chanee [to reflect their opinions in the process of deciding on the
name of the sea, which has been called the ‘Fast Sea” in Korea, or else variously referred as the ‘East Sea,
the ‘Eastern Sea’, or the ‘Sea of Korea'[in numerous maps published at overseas.

Later on, Japan started a war to expand their territory to the entire area of the Asia-Pacific. Thus, the
entire-areaof the Asia-Pacific had to-suffersfrom the Pacific War followed by the Pearl harbor Air Raid.
after the Manchurian Incident and the Sino-Japanese War. In 1945, Japan was forced to end the war of
aggression as they surrendered unconditionally; however, they could not break out of their imperialistic
tendency. For example, Japan even tried to occupy Dokdo during the Korea War. But the Korean
volunteer citizens defeated their attempt to invade Dokdo.

During the Japanese occupation, the name of ‘East Sea’ was lost, but Korea has been trying hard to
rectify this historical tragedy. In particular, due to the great efforts of the Korean government and
authorities over the past 20 years, more international communities and map publishers have taken
interest in the naming of the sea near Korea, and gradually more maps are also using the name of ‘East
Sea’ of Korea. Japan, however, insisted on the sole name ‘Sea of Japan’. In addition, the Japanese are
claiming sovereignty over Dokdo, which they identified as part of the Korean territory for a long time.
Although the Pacific War has long been over, the Japanese imperialism toward the East Sea and Dokdo

of Korea has persisted.
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The Imperial Order of the Great Korean Empire, No. 41
Office of Royal Lectures(Gyeongyeon-cheong in Korean), 1900, The Great Korea Empire, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Kerean Studies, Seoul
National University
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Joseon was a centralized kingdom, and so was the following state, the Great Korean Empire(Dachan
Jeguk in Korean). The emperor had the authority over all the territories, including Ulleungdo and Dokdo,
in the eastern end.

The Emperor Gojong issued the Imperial Order with 6 articles on Oct. 25th in 1900. This included the
renaming of Ulleungdo from Ulleungdo to Uldo, and raised its governmental official post from Island
Supervisor(Dogam in Korean) to County Governor(Gunsu in Korean). The order clarified that Dokdo had

come under the jurisdiction of the County Governor of Ulleungdo.
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The Official Gazette, No. 1716(0Oct. 27th, 1900)

The official gazette section of Uijeongbu General Affairs Office, 1900, The Great Korean Empire, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies,
Seoul National University
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The imperial order was announced through the official gazette of the Great Korean Empire. The article
2(in red line) stated that “The county office should be located in Tachadong and has the jurisdiction over

entire Ulleungdo, Jukdo, and Dokdo”. The gazette was published by Uijeongbu, the Supreme Council

of the empire at that time.
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East Sea and Dokdo, the Geopolitical Key Points in Russo-Japanese War
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Kang-Neung

Le Service Géographique de LArmée, 1904, France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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This is one of the maps published by ‘the Geographical Service of the Army(Le Service Géographique de
LArmée)’ of France in 1904 for its military and commercial purposes in Asian region. “The Geographical
Service of the Army’ was the predecessor of ‘the National Institute of Geographic and Forestry
Information(Institut national de I'information géographique et foresticre)’. There are two dotted lines based
on Ulleungdo, which represents a submarine cable connected between Vladivostok in Russia and
Nagasaki in Japan. This indicates the East Sea was geopolitically very important at that time. In fact

the last battle of the Russo-Japanese War was fought around this area.

Both Ulleungdo and Dokdo have had various names in many western maps. Ulleungdo was marked as

‘Oul-neung-To’, ‘Matsushima’, and ‘lle Dagelet’, and Dokdo was marked as ‘Scala Olioutsa(Seodo; West

Island of Dokdo)' and 'Scala Manelai(Dongdo; East Island of Dokdo)’

, 'Rochers Liancourt(Liancourt Rocks)',
and 'Ile Hornet(Hornet Island)’.
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Imperialism appeared on maps

"BtA T = (),
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The Full Map of Korea(Hangook-jeondo in Korean)
Saiki Hironao, 1905, a supplement of the Actual Record of the Russo-Japanese War, Vol.76, Japan, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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Japan revealed its full intention of occupying Korea soon after its victory of the Russo-Japanese War.

First, Japan deprived Joseon of its diplomatic right by forcing Joseon to sign the Eulsa Treaty. Upon the

occupation of Korea, Japan’s imperialistic ambition was directly projected on the maps.
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This map from ‘the Actual Record of the Russo-Japanese War’, used the modern survey techniques.
Dokdo is described in detail as far as being divided into both Dongdo(East Island) and Seodo(West
Island). Prior to the Russo-Japanese War, Japan had called Ulleungdo as Takeshima or Matsushima, and
Dokdo as Matsushima or Liancourt island. In the middle of the Russo-Japanese war, however, Japan
incorporated Dokdo into the Shimane Prefecture illegally and officially recorded Dokdo as Takeshima.
In this map, Ulleungdo is labeled as Ulleungdo and Matsushima, and Dokdo is marked as Takeshima

as well as Liancourt Rocks.
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The ‘Sea of Joseon’ and a Sea without Name on Japanese Maps
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The Revised Full Map of the World
Takahashi Kageyas, 1810, Japan, Housed in the National Geographic Information Institute(of Korea)
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The East Sea located between Korea and Japan appeared on eastern and western maps with a variety of
names, such as ‘East Sea, Eastern(oriental) Sea, or the Sea of Korea'. The same applies to maps made in
Japan. In the early 19th century, the astronomer Takahashi Kageyas spent about three years to complete
this map titled the ‘Revised Full Map of the World.” when looking at the map closely, one can find the
name of the sea between Korea and Japan is marked as ‘Sea of Joseon’, and the name of the sea on the

eastern side of Japan is ‘the Sea of the Great Japan’.
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The Map of the World on the Earth
Author unknown, 1853, Japan, Housed in the National Geographic Information Institute(of Korea)
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The above map titled the ‘Map of World on the Earth’ is published in Japan, and also shows a tendency

of using the name ‘Sea of Joseon’ for the sea between the Korean Peninsula and Japan, and using ‘Sea of

Great Japan’ for the eastern sea of Japan.
By observing closely at Northeast Asia on this map, one can find ‘Sea of Joseon’ and ‘the Sea of the

Great Japan'. The use of the name of ‘Sea of Great Japan', reveals the intention of Japanese imperialism.

099



X Pk, o) o] 1941710l A B ThE AEel TR ol A R )
oA TR o E THE wake] S T 4 itk MEANY Wtel AR

B AR R 18701 A om, A B, thEE A= ol foiA glek 1 obdlole
Aok th) M| F3 55, A, QB 93 BjAjo} H1 W ALY F8 247} E715of gl
a9 o] A=0] FhkEs} AR P Ao]o] Hlrleliz o} o] S
o= 19417] P97 3ol that o] A2kEIA) Qioke-g o 4= gle

shl Q) ehe B Qi BEC) B2 et 2 ghgoel E7]jo] Qi) o5 QEolE
o] Aslel ki vk % Faloks A5 thE 2 ARs|E B2 o 4= qlrk. IA o] F

Y2 oo FUS WSR2 & 3=t A A Afo] o] HihE TR AR sl =i,

y — % ces can iji Revised Series Maps of the World’ and ‘the Map of
| he Ear ere made in the 19th century. The Meiji Revised Series

of the World was a e Japanese government, and consisted of maps of the

S0 world hemisphere and of each continent. Among them, ‘the Map of the Continent of Asia’ marked the
.| B ST J'I:Ills IJ'I:"LN H lrs T&R%eFﬁMW}&ﬁMoseon, Japan, the eastern side of Russia and Kamchatka.
y But there is no name written for the sea between the Korean Peninsula and Japan. Thus, it is plain to
see that Japan had no specific name for the East Sea until the late 19th century.

On the other hand, the name ‘the Sea of Japan’ was marked on the eastern side of Japan, i.e. the Pacific
Ocean. Apparently, there lies a huge difference in the location of the ‘Sea of Japan’ on this map and the
name that Japan is officially using today. After Japan deprived Korea of its sovereignty, however, Japan
arbitrarily decided on the name of the sea between Korea and Japan as the ‘Sea of Japan® without any

discussion with Korea.

TOLMIO I X | = (EEHHEE 2 ),
HI2IRXI[FA], 1870, "EXIHE T=ZOIXI2=(BR64ET BEIEIAE) , L=, SSOIFARE A%

The Map of the Continent of Asia
Terauchi, 1870, the Meiji Revised Series Maps of the World, Japan, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
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The Fast Sea - The Name to be Recover in the International Community
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"M XI=(World Chart),
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World Chart
IHB(International Hydrographic Bureau), 1953, Limits of Oceans and Seas: Special Publication No.23, 3rd ed., Housed in IHO
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In 1929 the International Hydrographic Bureau published a booklet entitled Limits of Oceans and Seas:
Special Publication No.23 after surveying the names of the oceans and the seas that had been agreed
upon among the member nations. This was the beginning of the standardization of the names of oceans
and seas of the world. At that time, Japan had not registered the name of ‘East Sea’ or ‘Korea Sea’, but

instead used ‘Japan Sea’ for the East Sea, and this name has continued to be used until today.
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IHB, 1953, Limits of Oceans and Seas: Special Publication No.23, MB3E, p. 34, IHO A%

Part Explaining the Limit of the East Sea from Limits of Oceans and Seas: Special Publication No.23
IHB(International Hydrographic Bureau), 1953, 3rd ed., p. 34, Housed in IHO
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This is the part explaining the limit of the East Sea in Limits of Oceans and Seas: Special Publication
No.23. The limits of the ‘East Sea, recorded as Japan Sea’ in this booklet, is explained in detail in the
southwestern, southeastern, eastern, northeastern, and northern direction. Korea, however, had no
opportunity to indicate its position about the name, because it was deprived of its sovereignty by Japan
when the 15t(1929) and the 2nd(1937) editions of this booklet were published, and the 3rd(1953) edition

was published during the Korean War, when more urgent business needed attention.
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Asia-Pacific Invaded by Japan
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The Map of Tokyo—centered East Asia
The Japanese Government General of Joseon, 1944, Primary School Geography 5th grade textbook, p. 135
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Japan, in 1929, suffering due to the Great Depression, decided to accelerate its policy of expanding its
colonies. Consequently, the Manchurian Incident(1931) and the Sino-Japanese War(1937) broke out.
Japan, allied with Mussolini in Italy and Hitler in Germany, promised to hold dominion over the Great
East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere(1940). The Pacific War broke out with the Japanese surprise attack on
Pearl Harbor in order to incapacitate the United States(1941).

'The above map was included in Japanese primary school geography textbooks during the heat of the war.
Tokyo, the capital of Japan, was projected in this map as the center of the world, representing their own

belief that it was in the center of the East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere and the ruler of the Asia-Pacific.
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The-Map-of-the |Great East—Asia“War
The Japanese'Government General 'of Joseon, 1944, Primary School Geography 5th grade textbook, p. 139
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On this map, shells represented ‘being at war’, and the Japanese flags meant ‘conquered’ by Japan. For
example, Guam with the Japanese flag in the blue circle, was occupied by Japan, and Palmyra with a
shell in the red circle, was at war. The map shows that the Japanese imperialistic policy had damaging
effects over the entire Asia-Pacific, such as Korea, Taiwan, China, even the Philippines, Myanmar,

Cambodia, East Timor, Malaysia, Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Guam, Brunei, Palau, and Samoa.
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The East Sea and Dokdo After the Defeat of Japan
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5

e 0 45, the Pacific it feagof Japan. In 1943 when the allies were getting closer to
0 \H;y Ai States nink, and China had gathered for a summit in Cairo, the
WHJ of Egypt, and announeed the Mclaration, which included the independence of Korea. It
stated that Japan should give up all the territories it had occupied by force. The declaration was followed

i ET !I:I'LE | Jf:'.L H H |>EH¥ @ﬁﬂf DE]@@H éﬁ,ﬂ-nf'r'llapan’s surrender, the Supreme Commander of the Allied

Powers followed these declarations.

The Supreme Commander of Allied Powers stipulated that Dokdo was excluded from the territory of

rAgt= | DAL E SHETAHE=(SCAP Administrative Areas) . . .
B AR 1946, B TRSAEEA A% Japan through SCAPIN-677, and kept this during the occupation of Japan.

SCAP Administrative Areas The map of the SCAP Administrative Areas presented that Ulleungdo and Dokdo were part of the

The Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, 1946, Housed in the National Archives of the United Kingdom . . . . R . . .
Korean territory. This shows that Dokdo was included in the territory occupied by Japan with violence
and greed. Ironically, Dokdo still had a Japanese name, TAKE. There still remained the wound caused

by Japanese imperialism in the East Sea and in Dokdo.
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Efforts of Koreans to Defend the East Sea and Dokdo
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A Post Removed by Koreans
Kim Hanyong, Oct. 14, 1953, Korea, National Assembly Library(Donated by Park Byeongju)
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In 1953, right after the Korean War, some members of the Korean Alpine Club removed the post set up

by-the SakaiMaritime Safety, Agency, saying that Dokdo was part of the Shimane Prefecture.

While Korea fell into turmoil due to the Korean war in 1950, Japan coveted Dokdo again.
Therefore, Koreans voluntarily gathered to defend Dokdo. Among them, young people from Ulleungdo
organized the Dokdo Volunteer Forces. They successfully defended Dokdo, with ill-equiped weapons,

against gunfights from Japanese patrol boats, etc.
The main reason why they defended Dokdo and had risked their own lives in doing so was that Dokdo

has had a special meaning for Koreans. Dokdo was the first territory to have fallen to Japanese

imperialism, and also first regained with the independence.
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The Scene that the Virginia Legislature Passed the Bill to Use both ‘East Sea” and ‘Sea of Japan’ in Textbooks
Hong Ilsong(the Chair of the Korean Association of Virginia), Feb. 6, 2014, the United States of America
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The East Sea is recovering from the wound caused by the Japanese Imperialism, and slowly gaining back
itssproper name. After Korea had joined the United Nations(UN), due to the great efforts made by the
Korean/government and other related organizations, more and more countries and cartographic experts
are now showing interest in"the naming of the Korean sea. Accordingly, maps of various countries
around,the world areusing thename-of; East Sea’ as well.

In 2014, the bill to simultaneously use both ‘East Sea’ and ‘Sea of Japan’ in the textbooks was passed in
Virginia. Furthermore, states of New York, New Jersey, and California are currently also having

discussion about this matter.
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The Names of the ‘East Sea’ in Webster's Concise World Atlas
Amy Ng Wong, 2002, Webster's Concise World Atlas, Barnes & Noble Books
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An atlas widely used in English—speaking countries, Webster's Concise World Atlas, is using both ‘East Sea’

and ‘Sea of Japan’ as the names for East Sea.
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The Names of the ‘East Sea’ in Geography of the World

H. J. DE BLIJ, et al., 2010, Geography of the World, 4th ed., John Wiley & Sons

ARt A 2|sta} o =5eto|H. ). DE BLY)ZF B3k the}k A, "AIAIR 2 (Geography of the World); | 5
il gt iAol W7lEo] k. olF A, ol RE HittolF o = A A eR SuEE U2

AZSol M - ARRRE =3Pkl i,

A university textbooks, Geography of the World, written by a distinguished geographer, H. J. DE BLIJ, is
also using ‘East Sea’ as one of the names for East Sea. East Sea, which was the lost name of the sea, is

regaining its original place on maps around the world.
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The Morning of the East Sea

—"Sunrise |, Kim Jungman, 2014
The Night of Dokdo
~"Timeless Moonlit Nights |, Kim Jungman, 2014

Chapter 1. East Sea, and Dokdo
The East sea, which opens up the morning of Koreans
—Dokdo Research Institute, Sept, 19, 2014
Postal code 799-805
—'Can You Hear Us |, Kim Jungman, 2014
Dokdo, View from the Sky
—IMU Korea Ltd., 2001 Landsat ETM Satellite Imagery
Stone Island, Dokdo Made by the East Sea, Wind and Waves
~"Stone Island ), Kim Jungman, 2014
Hanbandobawi
~Provided by Ulleung County Office
Eolgulbawi
—"Eclipse on a Cold Winter Night |, Kim Jungman, 2014
Chotdaebawi and Samhyeongjegulbawi
—Here come spring windsj, Kim Jungman, 2014
Four Seasons of Dokdo
—Provided by Ulleung County Office
The Plants of Dokdo
—(Sea Chrysanthemums) Provided by Ulleung County Office
—(island Giraffe Grass) Dokdo Research Institute, Sept. 19, 2014
Black—tailed Gulls, One of the Natives in Dokdo
—Provided by Ulleung County Office
Miss you, Sea Lions(Gangebi in Korean)
—(upper) 1930s, Housed in Oki folk Museum
—(lower) 1950s, Provided by Yoon Migyeong, The Manager of the Righteous Troops of Dokdo
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Residents of Dokdo

—(upper) Dokdo Research Institute, Sept. 19, 2014

—(lower) Ahn Donglip(Dong—A Mapping Co, Ltd.), Aug, 8, 2008
People who Guard Dokdo

—Provided by Ulleung County Office

Chapter 2. East Sea, Ulleungdo and Dokdo in Korean History
The Map of Historical Capitals(Honil—gangri—yeokdae—gukdo—jido in Korean)
Kim Sahyung, Lee Mu and Lee Hoe, 1402, Joseon, Housed in the University of Ryukoku in Japan, Provided in the
Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
The Map of Joseon(Korea), Japan and the Ryukyu Kingdom (foseon-ilbon-yugugukdo in Korean)
Author unknown, 18th Century, Joseon, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
The Map of Gangwon Province in Yeojido
Author unknown, 18th Century, Yeojido, Joseon, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National
University
The Map of Gangwon Province in Paldo—jido
Author unknown, 18th century, Paldo—jido, Joseon, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National
University
The Map of Gangwon Province(Gangwon—do jido in Korean)
Author unknown, 18th century, Joseon, Housed in Hye—Jung Museum, Kyung Hee University
The Great East Atlas(Daedong—yeojido in Korean)
Kim Jeongho, 1861, Joseon, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
Memorandum Book One Concerning the Landing of a Boat from Joseon, 9th Year of Genroku
1696, Japan, Private(Murakami Family) Collection
The Bearing Map of Ulleungdo
1836, The Record of the Case of Crossing the Sea to Dokdo, Japan, Housed in the National Archives of Japan
The State Council Order
1877, Japan, Housed in the National Archives of Japan
The Sketch Map of Ulleungdo
1877, The Sketch Map of Ulleungdo, Japan, Housed in the National Archives of Japan

Chapter 3. East Sea, Ulleungdo and Dokdo Known to the Western World
Asia(L’ Asie)

Nicolas Sanson d’ Abbeville, 17th Century, France, Housed in the Hye—Jung Museum, Kyung Hee University
The Map of the Empire of Japan(Carte de L' Empire du Japon)

Jacques Nicolas Bellin, 1752, France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation

Kingdom of Japan (Royaume du Japon)
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Philippe Briet, 1680, France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
The Map of Asia(Carte de L’ Asie)
J.A. Dezauche, 1827 France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
The Empire of Japan (L’ Empire du Japon)
Robert de Vaugondy, 1793, France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
The View of Dokdo(Vue de la Roche Liancourt)
The French warship Constantine, Renseignements Nautiques, Vol 10, 1856
The Brief Map of Coast of Japan
Katsukaishyu, 1867, Japan, Housed in Kyoto University Library
The Map of East Coast of Korea

Japanese Navy Hydrography Bureau, 1876, Japan, Housed in Dokdo Museum

Chapter 4. Efforts to Protect the East Sea and Dokdo
The Imperial Order of the Great Korean Empire, No, 41
Office of Royal Lectures(Gyeongyeon—cheong in Korean), 1900, The Great Korea Empire, Housed in the Kyujanggak Institute for
Korean Studies, Seoul National University
The Official Gazette No, 1716(Oct, 27th, 1900)
The official gazette section of Ujjeongbu General Affairs Office, 1900, The Great Korean Empire, Housed in the Kyujanggak
Institute for Korean Studies, Seoul National University
Kang—Neung
Le Service Géographique de I’ Armée, 1904, France, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
The Full Map of Korea(Hangook—jeondo; in Korean)
Saiki Hironao, 1905, a supplement of the Actual Record of the Russo—Japanese War, Vol. 76, Japan, Housed in the Northeast
Asian History Foundation
The Revised Full Map of the World
Takahashi Kageyas, 1810, Japan, Housed in the National Geographic Information Institute(of Korea)
The Map of the World on the Earth
Author unknown, 1853, Japan, Housed in the National Geographic Information Institute(of Korea)
The Map of the Continent of Asia
Terauchi, 1870, the Meiji Revised Series Maps of the World, Japan, Housed in the Northeast Asian History Foundation
World Chart
IHB(International Hydrographic Bureau), 1953, Limits of Oceans and Seas: Special Publication No.23, 3rd ed., Housed in THO
Part Explaining the Limit of the East Sea from Limits of Oceans and Seas: Special Publication No.23
IHB (International Hydrographic Bureau), 1953, 3rd ed., p. 34, Housed in IHO
The Map of Tokyo—centered East Asia
The Japanese Government General of Joseon, 1944, Primary School Geography 5th grade textbook, p. 135
The Map of the Great East—Asia War

121



The Japanese Government General of Joseon, 1944, Primary School Geography 5th grade textbook, p. 139
SCAP Administrative Areas
The Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers, 1946, Housed in the National Archives of the United Kingdom
A Post Removed by Koreans
Kim Hanyong, Oct, 14, 1953, Korea, National Assembly Library(Donated by Park Byeongju)
The Scene that the Virginia Legislature Passed the Bill to Use both East Sea’ and Sea of Japan' in Textbooks
Hong Ilsong(the Chair of the Korean Association of Virginia), Feb, 6, 2014, the United States of America
The Names of the East Sea’ in Webster's Concise World Atlas
Amy Ng Wong, 2002, Webster's Concise World Atlas, Barnes & NobleBooks
The Names of the East Sea’ in Geography of the World
H. J. DE BLIJ, ez al., 2010, Geography of the World, 4th ed., John Wiley & Sons
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