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Hosted by Northeast Asian History Foundation
Co-organized by The Institute for East-Asia Cultural Exchange, Korea University

International History Education Symposium will trigger a way to further improve through sharing the experiences of
European and East Asian Regional History. This will be served as a useful guide for Korean history teachers who are
about to prepare the class of East Asian History. The 3rd Workshop of East Asian History Forum in this Symposium
will be a big contribution for history educators’ training and to build international network.
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Greeting Youngso Kim[Korea, Secretary General, Northeast Asian History Foundation)
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Moderator: Seiyoon Chang(Korea, Northeast Asian History Foundation)

Presentation 1: European Unity and History Education in 21st Century

Falk PingellGermany, Associate Research Fellow and Consultant, Georg Echert Institute for
10:00 - 12:30 International Textbook Research)

Presentation 2: The Conception of East Asian History in Kerea

Prof. Juback Shin(Korea, Yonsei Univ.)

Presentation 3: Unity and Diversity in European History

Prof. Ulrike von Hirschhausen(Germany, University of Rostock]

Discussion: Prof, Taeseung Kim[Korez, Aju Univ.]

12:30 - 14:00 Lunch

Session 2: The Conception of East Asian History *
Moderator: Sungmin Woo[Korea, Northeast Asian History Foundation)
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Biao Yang[China, East China Normal Univ.] ;
14:00 - 16:30 Presentation 2: The Conception of East Asian History in Japan: cnt:cal view and its modification
Hiroshi MiyajimalJapan, Academy of East Asian Studies, Sungkyunkwan Univ.]
Presentation 3: The Possibilities and Limits of the Description about East Asian History
Prof. Youngtae YoulKorea, Seoul National Univ.)
Discussion: Prof, Takmin Kim(Korea, Korea Univ.)

16:30 - 16:50 Coffee Break

Session 3: Education of European History
Moderator: Falk Pingel(Germany, Associate Research Fellow and Consultant, Georg Echert Institute
for International Textbook Research)

16:50 - 18:30 Presentation 1: Education for History Teachers in Europe: Structures and Tenets-A comparative study
Prof. Alois Ecker[Austria, University of Vienna)
Presentation 2: History Education in Germany for the European Unity
Dr. Unsuk Han(Karea, The Institute for East-Asia Cultural Exchange, Korea Univ.)
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Session 4: New Perspective of History Education beyond the National History in Europe and East Asia
Moderator: Prof. Seongbo Kim{Korea, Yonsei Univ.]

Presentation 1: Activities of EUROCLIQ for Integrating European |dentity

Joke van der Leeuw-Roord(Netherlands, EUROCLIO)

Presentation 2: East Asian History Education in China

Shengxiang Xiang|China, No.1 High School Affiliated to East China Normal Univ.]

Presentation 3: East Asian History Education in Japan
Kazuharu Saito[Japan, No.2 High School Affiliated to Hosei Univ.]
Presentation 4: East Asian History in the Korean History Textbook
Haengran Lim(Korea, Sejong High School]
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14:00 - 16:00

Comprehensive Discussion
Moderator: Dr. Unsuk Han(Korea, The Institute for East-Asia Cultural Exchange, Korea Univ.)
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AT A

European Integration in the 21st Century and History Education

Falk Pingel
(Germany, Associate Research Fellow and Consultant, Georg Eckert Institute for
International Textbook Research)

This paper deals with the challenges history education has to face when dealing with the

current process of European integration. It is divided into three parts dealing with
a) the political challenges of the current integration process,
b) the pedagogical challenges of teaching Europe,

c) the re-emergence of biased perceptions of Europe that may prevent pupils from

developing a comprehensive and inclusive concept of Europe.

From historical roots to future perspectives or an inextricable relationship: the need for
supranational ~ cooperation and  the perseverance  of  the nation  state
All in all, the process of modern European integration appears to be a success story with a
bright future. Yet, whenever crucial decisions about future developments of the EU have to be
taken, the decision making process reminds us on the very beginnings of Western European
co-operation in post-war times. The post-Second World War situation still shapes the
systemic structure of the EU and its decision making instruments. To understand the legacy of
the past for future developments of the EU it is necessary to briefly look back at the founding

years.



The current process of integration which seems to be an indicator for the strength of Europe
resulted from a situation marked by weakness and destruction. Europe had to pay for the
victory over the Nazi dictatorship with an accelerated and aggravated decline of its political,
military, and economic power vis-a-vis the emerging two super-powers, the USA and the
USSR. Being confronted with the threatening descent into a second-class power the European
states started to resort to mutual cooperation to gain new strength. The joint institutions

founded already in the second half of the 1940s had two aims:

to prevent any European state from gaining a dominant position in the future which could

threaten the sovereignty and security of others,
to make the Western European states able to compete with the USA and the USSR.

In short, one could say that the European Economic Community was founded in order to
rebuild the Western European national economies and create a bigger market for them.
Likewise, the military cooperation with North America in NATO was meant to guarantee the
security of the recovering Western European nations. Though this process was initiated in
order to give new strength to the European nation states, it led in the end to weakening the
position of the individual states in favour of increasing competencies of European supra-
national institutions. However, the rising power of these institutions has never questioned the
existence of the nation state in principle. On the contrary, any final decision about the power
structure of the EU still lies with the heads of the individual member states. In spite of an
increasing shift of competencies in economics, finance, and even foreign policy from national
governments to the EU Commission, the national governments are still the most important
agents of decision making. European supra-national cooperation does not dissolve the nation
state; rather, the latter remains the only constitutional sovereign from which the supra-national
institutions derive their power. Thus, the EU has a unique power structure: the executive lies
with a centralised, supra-national organ (the Commission), whereas crucial political decisions
serving as guidelines for the Commission are taken by the representatives of the member
states (European Council and Council of Ministers). In a strict sense there is now legislature
as the European Parliament has rather the function of controlling the Commission than issuing

laws.

What makes the European power structure even more complicated is the fact that it has never
been restricted to the EEC and the EU; NATO has already been mentioned. Important judicial
fundaments of European citizenship are not provided by the EU (or its forerunner, the EEC)

but established and safeguarded by the Council of Europe. Already in post-war years, the



Council of Europe which comprises much more member states than the EU (but all EU states
are also members of the Council of Europe) drafted a convention on human rights (European
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms) that has to be
signed by all member states of the Council. To protect European citizens from violations of
the Convention a European Court of Human Rights was established whose judgements bind

national institutions and break national court rules.

The incentives for economic and military cooperation, and for the securing of human rights
through supra-national institutions came not least from the USA, because the US made this
way of cooperation conditional for offering financial support to European reconstruction. It is
remarkable that a process that was partially induced from outside and meant to rebuild nation
states in Europe, developed into a powerful intrinsically motivated process that nowadays —
after having successfully restored national power — restricts the nation states’ influence in
favour of rising supra-national competencies. However, the recent attempt failed at
establishing an overall European constitution which should generate something like a
European sovereign for the first time. It was turned down by a number of national electorates.
Their negative votes were due to mismanagement within the EU and the feeling that the
drafted constitution provided only insufficient democratic control mechanisms. Therefore, the
EU is still based on a system of treaties concluded between the member states. These treaties
can, but need not to comprise all members (which is true for the Currency Union, for
example); they can even include non-member states (as it is the case with the Schengen

agreement).

Born out of a crisis, crises are still decisive turning points in the development of the EU; they
tend to augment instead of weakening supra-national power. This shows also the current
financial crisis. To cope with the mismanagement of some member states, the EU took over
high financial responsibilities that can no longer be guaranteed by any individual member. As
a consequence, the competencies in financial matters of the Commission and the European

Central Bank must be extended at the cost of state-based financial policy.

In spite of its success, European cooperation could not establish a third power centre in post-
war time as a counter-pole to the bi-polar world order, but it had to adapt to it. This applied in
particular to Europe’s most powerful economy, Germany. The divided Europe reflected the
division of the world into a capitalist and a socialist block. European policy — on both sides of
the Iron Curtain — was, therefore, part of an overall political strategy to strengthen one’s own

sphere of influence. That became already obvious in 1947/48 when the Soviet Union advised



their block members to reject Marshall aid. The following military and economic alliances
such as NATO and EEC on one side and Warsaw Pact and COMECON on the other
cemented the divide. As a matter of fact, Europe’s division ended with the dissolution of the
Soviet Union and German re-unification. However, it has continuing repercussions even on
the current integration process in which Russia will not be included for any foreseeable future.
The exclusion of Russia (and some of its neighbour states) contributes to the emergence of a
modified concept of Eastern Europe that shares with the old concept of Cold War times the
notion that Eastern Europe is not only a geographical region somewhat peripheral to the West
but different from the West in terms of culture, politics and economy. I will come back to this

argument when dealing with issues related to the European consciousness.

Even if the process of modern European integration was triggered by the concrete politico-
economic conditions of the post-war period, it has always been interpreted against a much
wider historical-cultural background without which it would not have met with broad
approval of the general public. However, the deeper roots of European cooperation to be
traced in more remote periods of Europe’s history are vague, and it is contested to what an
extent they help understand European commonalties of today’s life. On the one hand, it is true
that our legal system dates back to Roman times, which our philosophical thinking is shaped
by fundamental works of Greek scholars, that leading behavioural patterns and sets of values
are heavily influenced by Christian tradition. On the other hand, also humanism and
secularism form part of Europe’s heritage. European political thinking has created ideas of
collective power systems and advocated the idea of individual rights. To resort to the positive
traditions only would mean to distort history and neglect the experience that these positive

traditions have always been endangered and need to be safeguarded.

In what way ever the European heritage would be defined, the objectives that were formulated
in the formative post-war years of European cooperation serve still as a point of reference for
the further advancement of the Union: Safeguarding peace within the Union and helping
stabilise peace in the world outside; building human rights-based democracies and developing
similar living conditions within the Union through a market-based economy and welfare
institutions. These objectives are only partially and to quite a different extent implemented in
individual member states. They invest the Union with a strong future responsibility and

perspective.

Educating  Europeans: ~ Complementing — or  weakening  national  education?

Like in politics, the European dimension competes with the national dimension in education



as well. Traditionally, education in the social sciences' was geared to developing national
identity patterns and fostering feelings of national belonging. Although the curricula included
an international dimension, European and world history were treated mainly insofar as they
were related to important developments in national history. They hardly enjoyed a place in its
own right. Nevertheless, most Western European curricula embedded the representation of the
history and geography of one’s own nation at least into a European context. National and
international history and partly also geography have been taught in an integrated way. Only in
the Soviet block, both parts were taught in separate classes and textbooks; this model has been
abandoned, however, step by step after the dissolution of the Soviet Union. Due to the process
of European integration and globalisation, the share of the national dimension in the teaching

of the social sciences decreased, whereas European and global aspects gained in importance.

This process was accompanied by controversial debates in many countries. Particularly, many
central and Eastern European countries reformulated their national identity concepts after the
dissolution of the Soviet block; nationalistic tendencies re-emerged; their advocates wanted to
invest the national dimension with highest values and allot them the most important place in
the curricula. The European dimension should only provide the background which should not
diminish the exclusive significance of one’s own nation. Similar controversies arose also in
some Western European countries. England, for example, experienced a fierce debate
questioning the place of Great Britain in the National Curriculum that was introduced in the
1990s. Should the social science curriculum concentrate more on European developments (as
Great Britain has become a member of the European Union) and on global aspects which
more and more influenced living conditions in Great Britain as one of Europe’s largest
economies and a target region of worldwide immigration? Should it deal more with the
immigrants’ countries and culture of origin or should it insist on inculcating a comprehensive
overview of Great Britain’s history and geography in order to develop a sense of
“Britishness” and to provide a counterweight to the increasing multicultural diversity of the

English society?

There is no easy solution to conflicts like this. As long as the teaching of the social sciences in
general, and of history in particular, serves first of all one-sided political aims — be these to
foster a British or a multicultural identity -, politicians, not the social science experts and
pedagogues decide what and how to teach. The social sciences can help to explain why most
modern societies are no longer as homogenous as they were in the past. They can raise

awareness for setting national traditions into the new context of a multicultural reality. Such

! The term “social sciences” refers here to the subjects of history, geography and civics.



an approach is meant to support the students’ search for a multi-layered identity that gives

them orientation in a globalised world without imposing on them interpretations and values.

Therefore, textbooks deal with the immigration and integration of people coming from
regions with different cultural traditions. However, they do not always succeed in depicting
this as a normal process of today’s social life, but present immigration as a problem that
threatens the traditional homogenous society. In doing so, they overlook that also these
societies were marked by striking social and economic difference in the past that led to strikes,
unrest and even civil or international wars. Pluralistic societies have constantly to search for
models that, based on the concept of equal rights for all, offer special support to those ones
who do not yet have equal chances to participate in the further advancement of the society

they live in.

The debate about the balance between a global, European and national approach was mainly
related to the teaching of history and civics. In most European countries, geography curricula
dealt with other countries and continents anyway so that they could be adapted more easily to
trends of Europeanisation and globalisation. The civics programmes had to undergo larger
changes as they almost exclusively dealt with one’s own society only. Meanwhile, at least in
EU member countries, curricula and textbooks describe European organisations and the
functioning and tasks of the European Union, and introduce pupils into the rights and duties
they have as citizens of Europe. Thus, a concept of a multi-layered citizenship arises which is

no longer restricted to the notion of national identity.

The greater share the European dimension now has in the teaching of the social sciences has
changed the way of how Europe is presented in the teaching material. In the past, Europe was
mainly represented through its leading nation states, be it in terms of politics, economy or
culture. Now, it takes on a true supra-national character. “Burope” is often treated in separate
chapters that transcend the national dimension. These chapters deal not only with the current
integration process but reflect also on the question whether European commonalties can be
identified that have constituted European unity over a larger period of time, and provide a

sustainable fundament for the modern integration process.

I now like to offer to you some examples of how Europe is presented in teaching materials.
To understand better the current challenges it may be useful to look back at the representation
of Europe before the 1990s. Europe’s image in textbooks that appeared during the time of the
bi-polar world order was clearly defined: Europe was divided into two blocks that differed in

regards to their ideological, economic and political systems. The countries dominated by the



Soviet Union represented the “East”. Although they belonged geographically to Europe, they
were separated from the “West” in terms of culture, politics and economy. The “West” had
inherited the “true” European values, whereas the “East” stuck to a model of world revolution.
Many people in the Eastern part of Europe shared the feeling of being separated from Europe.
Consequently, the opening of the borders and the breakdown of the Soviet system was
conceived as a “return to Europe”. This perception already indicates that the fall of the “Iron

Curtain” meant, in essence, an expansion of Western Europe into the East.

In the same way as the Iron Curtain and the Berlin Wall had served as a symbol for the
divided Europe in textbooks, the fall of the Berlin Wall became the symbol for the new
expanding Europe. The great changes of the 1990s, the dissolution of the Soviet block and the
transition of the former socialist countries to democratic, market-oriented systems feature
most prominently in the presentation of Europe’s recent developments. The happy crowd
celebrating the fall of the Berlin wall symbolises this process; photographs depicting this
event are found on cover pages of history textbooks throughout Europe. The triumph of
peaceful transition to pluralistic democracy stands for Europe’s future, as expressed in a
French schoolbook.? Europe is associated with a future perspective representing democracy,

peaceful conflict resolutions and social welfare.

Yet, where to draw the boundaries of the new Europe? A German history textbooks of the
1990s critically reflects on this question.’ The geographical definition does not help us to
answer this question unambiguously. Russia belongs partly to Europe, partly to Asia but the
whole country is a member to the Council of Europe. So, are the citizens of Wladiwostok
Europeans or Asians? The solution to this tricky question is probably that we no longer can
speak in these general terms which have quite different meanings (even racist ones) we are
often not aware of. An appropriate answer could be the following: The people of
Wladiwostok live in Asia, but they are citizens of Europe as the geographical and the political
concept of Europe do not match. However, also the political concept of Europe has different
dimensions. The Council of Europe comprises a much greater number of countries than the
EU which seems to represent the core area of Europe. The chapter on Europe in this book
strives to make pupils aware of the different meanings of the concept of Europe which
changes over time. Europe does not represent a fixed a-historic area, we are the ones who

define what makes up Europe, and where its borders are.

* Christian Bouvet/ Jean-Michel Lambin (eds.) Le monde d'aujourd’hui. Paris: Hachette, 1999.
? Bernhard Heinloth et al. (eds.) Geschichte fiir Gymnasien 9. Miinchen: Oldenbourg, 1997, p.141.



Neither is Europe a homogenous unit. The Buropeans have to create the unity which
presumably already constitutes the basis of the integration process. For example, whereas
Europe was in the past predominantly Christian, it comprises today people of so many

denominations that state-secularism can be the only common denominator. However, the

economic imbalances between member states — rather than the Union’s cultural diversity —

present currently the greatest challenges to keeping the Union together and united. In spite of
expensive regional development programmes, the EU could not yet overcome the big
economic and social differences between its member states. Therefore, many textbook authors
and scholars use the centre-periphery-distinction to analyse the uneven distribution of power
and the differences in living standards within the Union. The more the Union’s economic and
financial well-functioning is threatened, the more power is shifting from the weak periphery
to the strong centre and the Commission which extends its influence through the creation of
new instruments that go well beyond the power of any single member state. The rising
influence of central powers particularly in times of crisis meets with wide-spread scepticism
and resistance in the population. The last part of the paper, therefore, deals with issues related

to the development of a European consciousness.

Future expectations and past experiences
Whereas politicians conjure up foremost European traditions rooted in Europe’s long history
when they refer to European commonalties, young people are more concerned about a
prosperous future than a great past. Yet, their attitudes regarding the expansion of Europe
differ from each other. Before the 1990s, youngsters in the old member countries mainly
criticised Brussels” bureaucracy, but had trust in Europe’s future and believed that the EEC
had a positive impact on national economies. After the expansion of the EU, they have
become more sceptical about future perspectives. They are afraid that the new member states
could endanger the achievements of the past. In contrast, youﬁgsters in the new or would-be
member states set high expectations in the EU; the poorer their living conditions are as
compared to the old member states, the higher their expectations; they hope EU membership
will raise their living conditions to EU standard. In short: “Westerners” are afraid to “loose”,
“Easterners™ want to “win”. They both want to have an economically strong Europe, but they

have different mind maps of how this Europe should look like geographically.

Nevertheless, as soon as they have become members, they all follow the same pattern: They
would accept as further new members only rich (western) and reject poor (eastern) countries.

According to the Eurobarometer survey of 2006 ca. 86% of the interviewed agreed that



Switzerland and Norway could join the EU (which is hypothetical as both currently do not
want to join). The percentages are quite different concerning South-eastern European
countries who are willing to become members: Still a majority of 60% would accept Croatia
into the EU (it is already decided that Croatia will become a member country of the EU); for
Bosnia and Herzegowina, only 50% agreed, whereas a majority rejected the integration of
Montenegro, Serbia, and Albania. Turkey scored at the end with only 34% positive votes.
Here, obviously, less economic reasons than cultural attitudes have led to this result which,
however, differs considerably between the member states: The maximum of affirmative
answers was reached in Sweden with 71% in favour of Turkey as an EU country; this result
reflects the open immigration policy in Sweden which seemed to be acknowledged by the
majority of the population; the minimum was scored in Austria with only 16% of the
respondents who spoke out for Turkey as a possible EU member state. This reflects probably
not only xenophobic attitudes in large strata of the Austrian population but may also be
correlated to Austria’s fight against the Ottoman Empire which occupied vast areas of the

Habsburgian Empire in the past.

The mind maps of today’s youngsters identify Europe very much with the European Union.
Rich non-member countries that form traditionally part of the geographical Europe such as
Norway and Switzerland can easily be integrated into this map; often pupils are not even
aware, for example, that Norway is not a member country since all the other Nordic countries

are members.

With this map in mind a new exclusive concept of Eastern Europe is emerging comprising
those countries in the East which are not and will not become members of the EU, such as
Byelorussia and Russia. These Eastern European countries are associated with feelings of a
cultural and political distance perpetuating the East-West opposition of the former bi-polar
world view but shifting the dividing line more to the East. This is expressed most clearly in
pupils’ drawings created in a German secondary class. The pupils were asked to draw a map
of Europe. In principle, most maps show the contours of the European continent if only
vaguely but at least recognisably with most of the countries indicated; however, the Eastern
European countries were located far more East of Germany than one would have expected.
One drawing placed even a large blank space between Poland on one hand and the Baltic
States, Byelorussia and Russia on the other. The blank space represents most certainly not a
geographical, but a cultural lacuna, and marks a geopolitical distance to Eastern Europe. To
bridge this gap between East and West could be regarded as one the most challenging tasks of

teaching Europe as the teacher who did this experiment in her class concludes:



»1he extension, completion and correction of the spatial image of Eastern Europe should be a

first step towards creating a comprehensive representation of Europe in pupils’ minds.”**

Despite shortcomings of the concept of Europe and increasing doubts about EU’s prosperous
future, surveys have shown that the majority of the EU population has been in favour of the
integration process, at least up to the current financial crisis. However, they also prove that
political identification with one’s own country is considerably stronger than identification
with the Europe of the EU. Around 40 to 45% of the respondents define their political identity
through their nationality only whereas almost the same percentage follows the concept of a
two-folded identity: although giving preference to their national belonging, they see
themselves also as Europeans. Those ones who define themselves predominantly as
Europeans and put their national identity on the second place, make up a small minority of
around 10%.> Triandafyllidou and Spohn have interpreted these findings in a positive way
stating that European identity is “an additional layer to the basic national identity.”® Taking
into account the increasing importance of decisions taken on European level one cold come to
a more negative evaluation of the surveys’ results contending that the shifting of power to
European institutions does not go hand in hand with the development of a corresponding
stronger European political consciousness. This gap could add a loss of legitimacy to the

financial crisis.

A survey on young Germans’ political attitudes performed in 2006 delivered interesting
results in this regard. Although most young Germans showed Europe-friendly attitudes, they
had nevertheless more trust in German than in European political institutions. In contrast,
youngsters in economically less well-off new member countries have less trust in their
national governments than in European institutions. The current financial crisis is weakening
trust in both, European as well as national political institutions. For the first time in its history,
the Eurobarometer recorded in 2010 that distrust in the European Union outweighed trust.

Trust currently predominates only in smaller new member countries such as Slovakia,

* Meike Schniotalle: Raumliche Schiilervorstellungen von Europa. Berlin: TENAE, 2003, p.255.
5

http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/cf/showchart__]hle.cfm?keyID=266&nationID=3,&startdate=2000.06&enddat
€=2010.06#fcExportDiv; Appendices.

® Willfried Spohn/Anna Triandafyllidou (eds.) Europeanisation, National Identities and Migration: Changes in
Boundary Constructions between Western and Eastern Europe. London: Routledge, 2003, p.8, quoted in: Peter
Robinett, What Does It Mean to Be European? International Studies BA Thesis, 2005, p- 22,
http://peter.beachheadonline.com/papers/Peter%20Robinett%20-
%20What%20Does%2OIt%20Mean%20to%ZOBe%?.OEuropean.pdf



Bulgaria and Estonia, whereas distrust of the EU predominates in large old member countries

such as the United Kingdom, Germany, and France.”

A further loss of trust could be disastrous in new member countries with weak economies
where the Union offers the only hope for an improvement of living conditions such as
Romania or Bulgaria. As here the trust in national governments is low anyway, disappointed
expectations regarding EU membership could lead to political disorientation. This could, in
turn, slow down the process of democratisation and transformation of these countries into
open societies, because integration into the EU has been the driving factor for needed inner
reforms after the breakdown of communist rule. The crisis is likely to perpetuate economic
and political imbalances within the Union and contribute to increasing scepticism about
accelerated integration and further expansion of the EU. Under these circumstances it is no
easy task for teachers to give appropriate weight to the treatment of the European dimension
in the social sciences and educate their pupils to responsible ,,European citizens“. All the
more so important is the work of professional organisations such as EUROCLIO, the
European Association of History Teachers, and EEPG, the European Education Publishers
Group, which help to develop multi-national teaching material and organise training seminars
with the aim to foster a Europe-wide exchange of experience. Also the Council of Europe is
active in this field; the European Union supports activities of this kind on a large scale
through multi-national exchange programmes. The surveys show that education has to play an
important role in developing European awareness. Younger people have more trust in
European institutions than older ones, and the higher their education, the higher is their trust

in them.

/ EB73, p.74; Standard Eurobarometer 201 1, Public Opinion in the European Union:
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/eb/eb74/eb74 _publ_en.pdf
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European History between national past and transnational future?

Reorientation, renewal and reappraisal

Ulrike von Hirschhausen

(Germany, Professor, University of Rostock)

Abstract

European history is currently in a process of reorientation, of renewal and of reappraisal. An
example of this very process is the term “Europeanization” having turned into a growth
industry. Now a catchword in political as well as academic realms, its usage is principally
driven by the growing importance of the European Union. At the same time this whole strand
of research organized around the concept restricts and scales down “Europeanization” to a
process closely linked to recent institutional developments. Historians, therefore, have been
very reluctant to conceptualize the history of Europe in terms of Europeanization because of
its present-mindedness, linearity and its resonance as a purely positive process that the term is
evoking. The lack of competing conceptual framework underlines the apparent need of

reorientation, renewal and reappraisal European History is currently undergoing.

The paper seeks to explain and analyze this very process by posing three questions: 1. How

was European history written so far by most European historians? 2. What are the reasons for



the current need to change the approach preferred so long hitherto? 3. Which tendencies are
typical for new approaches in writing European history tested out today? And what role is

Asian history eventually to play in this new concept?

The paper first, takes the aspects of space, state and agency as examples in order to highlight
the problems European history has been facing after the fall of the Iron Curtain. Europe’s
history is still mostly written as the history of its western parts, as an addition of nation states,
and as a story of political elites and their respective frame of action, that is centres and

metroplitan areas. However, this approach has been severely challenged.

Secondly, the challenge this notion is currently confronted with is briefly sketched out. It
relates to the end of the Cold War which slowly, but gradually changes our perception of what
Europe includes. The experience of temporal and spatial globalisation further contributes to
the fact that the nation state does no more suffice as a sole explanatory factor in European
history. Last, not least the effects of postcolonial thought cannot be underestimated, because
more focus is put on peripheries and the colonized as well as on transfers between peripheries

and metropoles, thereby enforcing a new sense of space and people in mapping Europe.

Thirdly, the paper summarizes new perspectives on how to write European history in the
future. The problem of Space can be approached by interweaving eastern and western parts of
Europe closer together, but this does not suffice. Work and creativity needs to be invested in
carving out the interconnectedness of European and non-European history, illustrated by
several examples. The question of the role Asian history is going to play in this broader notion
of mapping European history is taken up by lining out fields of research primarily in Imperial

and Colonial history showing far reaching links between European and Asian societies.

A final conclusion summarizes the very preliminary answers this paper seeks to give on the

state of discussion European History is currently in.
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Education of History Teachers in Europe - Standards, Structures and Tenets -
A comparative study

Alois Ecker(Germany, Associate Professor, University of Vienna)

There are no consistent, consolidated standards in teacher education for all European
countries. Educational systems in the European Union are still based on national legacy. Not
all European countries are part of the European Union but also outside the European Union

educational standards relay on national structures and organization.

Nevertheless, there is a longstanding exchange of information on the level of ministers of
education as well as on the level of experts in education, which has been monitored by the

biggest intergovernmental organization of Europe, the Council if Europe.

Although there is no consolidated legacy on school education in Europe, there are common
standards as concerns the goals of education: The main aims building the framework for all
measures of educational work - which you will find in all general guidelines of curricula — are

the values of democracy, Human rights, rule of law, freedom, equality, solidarity and tolerance.

Almost since the foundation of the Council of Europe (COE) in May 1949 history teaching
has been an important topic in the agenda of the COE. After the Second World War and the
traumata of the fascist regimes, a main focus of the work for a non nationalistic teaching of
history went to textbook-analysis — the Georg-Eckert-Institute played an important role in this
process — while a second focus went to curriculum development. By analyzing the textbooks
and the school curricula, national bias and prejudice in history teaching were identified,
discussed in seminars and conferences and followed by recommendations for the educational
systems of all the member states, explaining the standards and giving examples of good
practice. In 2011, a new recommendation on history teaching in European schools is going to

be prepared and will be published by the COE within the next few months.

The education of history teachers came under discussion in the 1990ies when The University
of Vienna was able to organize a pilot study on structures and standards of initial training for

history teachers with 13 member states of the Council of Europe. Results of this study have



been published by the COE Publishing; they can also be viewed on the website of the actual

project.

Since more than a decade the European Commission supports investigation and research in
education. Within this framework, the Department for Didactics of History at the University
of Vienna, together with partners such as the Council of Europe, the Georg-Eckert-Institute,
Euroclio and experts from forty universities and educational institutions was able to extend

the study on initial training structures to 33 European countries.

The project “Assessment, tutorial structures and initial teacher education of trainee students in
the subjects ‘Political/ Civic Education, Social/Cultural Studies and History’ in Europe — A
comparative study” started in 2010. It aims at investigating the structures, standards and tenets
of initial training for history teachers, but it has a wider focus, including the subjects ‘History’,

‘Civic/Citizenship Education’, ‘Social Studies’, ‘Politics’ and ‘Cultural Studies’.

School subjects such as “History”, “Political/Civic Education”, “Social/Cultural Studies” are
expected to form the socio-political identity of the future citizens of Europe. Teachers of these
subjects are expected to develop the pupils’ skills and competencies towards democratic

citizenship, intercultural dialogue, mutual understanding and tolerance.

The role and identity of (subject) teachers are formed and conceptualised at the very
beginning of their career. It therefore seems to be of high relevance for educational planners,
curriculum developers and teacher trainers to know more about the assessment and the initial
education of teachers in the above described subjects. Additionally, the study will broaden the
knowledge on a comparative European level about the structures of tutoring/mentoring and
their impact on student teachers’ understanding of the complexity of a teaching process as
well as their impact on the development of knowledge, social skills and teamwork of the

trainee teachers.
The project is based on a three-fold research plan:

1. Investigation in the participating countries on the above described topics on the basis of a
standardised questionnaire, collection of data, analysis and feed back from the coordinating
project team, in-depth expert discussions on the country reports at two meetings and

additional comments from educational policy makers.

2. Formation of thematic working groups to supply investigation on qualitative questions
concerning the structures, standards and concepts of political, civic and historical education of

trainee teachers.



3. Development of a comparative analysis on these topics on a European level with respect to

results of previous case studies and results published by international educational

organisations.

In my presentation I will show first results of this comparative study. Today, teacher education
for history teachers almost exclusively takes place at universities. In secondary general and
vocational schools the subjects “History” “Political/Civic Education” and “Social/Cultural
Studies” are partly taught as integrated subjects, partly as separate subjects. I will give insight
into the discussion about the theoretical and didactic concepts and the rationales that lie
behind the decisions towards one or the other model of training. By analyzing the standards of
teacher education the project will have a strong impact on future discussions of curriculum

development.

Furthermore I will give an overview on trends as concerns the structures, the concepts and the
standards of assessment and of tutorial systems during the phase initial education for history

teachers.

The comparative study will be published in print version and on a web portal. Results will be
disseminated in the framework of the Council of Europe, EUROCLIO, and by a new
“International Journal of Didactics of History and Citizenship Education”. Summaries go to
international educational organisations, ministries of education and teacher training
institutions. As a by-product the study aims at developing a network of experts in charge of
educational management as well as teacher trainers who will participate in establishing
adequate European standards in the assessment, tutorial and mentor system and initial training
for trainee teachers of the subjects civic/political education and history and feed them into the

global discussion standards of teacher education for subjects history and citizenship education.
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The European integration tells us that defining the common Asian cultural tradition
should start with a narrower scope such as Northeast or Southeast Asia and, after
having fulfilled adequate researches, spread to the larger geographical concept of
East Asia. Comparative historical studies may identify commonness and differences
among countries and sub-regions in terms of various cultural factors —Chinese
characters, Confucianism, Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity -, because to
understand differences is as important as to know commonness. In this line, we may
examine how each of the East Asian countries confronted threats from imperialism
and how each case of confrontation led to differences between their later historical
developments. This also holds true for the formation and progress of the Cold War
Structure in the East Asia. Once the East Asian historical tradition has been
discovered through identifying the region’s common cultural foundation or its various
cultures, and its different modes of confrontation against challenges from outside,
we will be ready to promote cultural and economic interactions on the level of entire
Asia. While the European integration is trying to establish the "Europe of (diverse)
regions" based on the common cultural grounds within one Christian civilization, Asia

may target at a loose community where different civilizations interact with each



other. Therefore, defining the Asian identity, which will be harder than the European
case, should be carried out in a different way. Exchanges of cultures and goods
between Asian civilizations need more attention from researchers. For instance,
apart from the Silk Road, cultural and economic exchanges made through the
maritime trade route that connected the Bohai Bay, Japan, the South China Sea, the
Indochinese Peninsula, the Indian Ocean, and the Arab region are one of the
important topics.

History education should be geared towards conveying the outcomes of such
academic researches on forming the Asian tradition. An international organization
may be established on the Asian level beyond the East Asian level to improve
history education. Education policies of the European Union, the Council of Europe,
the Georg Eckert Institute, and each government for raising European awareness in
school curriculum will be a good reference. Transnational/regional interaction and
understanding among teachers and students through exchange programs, youth
camps, cooperation projects, and contests will be vehicles to develop the East Asian,

or the Asian identity.
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