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1. Under the theme of "East Asia, Alternative Modernity, and City," various scholars from all
over the countries gather to present their studies and discuss in this international symposium.
18th and 19th was a turning point in history of civilization that the world proceeded from
middle age to modernism. If 18th and 19th East Asian cultural phenomenon is an effective
subject to research alternative modernity, it is crucial that scholars from China, Japan, and
Europe participate in discussion for the prospect for the history of civilization, Discussion about
alternative  modernity stresses the visual transformation that can lead to multiple modernities
and varieties of modernities which recognizes modernities of outside the West, Also, the
discussion can help distinguish alternative modernity from others,

Currently, scholars no longer discuss East Asia only with existing views such as politics,
economics, and history. They try to penetrate social and cultural aspects of East Asia and
eventually make discussion more diverse and interesting. It is time to mature discussions with
active interdisciplinary and converged researches, Many agree and focus in East Asia to
'search for new frame of modern capitalism that has maintained existing system.! To find
transnational topic in East Asia, a concrete action plan among academia is necessary.

2. At this point, we are forced to search the identty and be ready for and lead the
post—-modern era while still discussing 'Ethnicity, Nation, and History." Until recently, the search
for the modernism in late Choson mainly focused the awakening that criticized feudalism and
its order and democratic consciousness influenced by modernism, However, now is the right
time to spread the possibilities about alternative modernism and remorse about modernism
influenced from West, With these efforts, discussions about postmodernism will not be only
used to criticize modernism but become the driving force to move to 'the era after modernism.'
Considering all these perspectives, 18th century was crucial. East Asia's power had shifted
after two wars that were provoked by countries around and took place in Korean peninsula
in 17th century and in mid—19th century, stepped toward modernism. However, 18th century
attracted many scholars because some claim that in order to prepare for postmodern era, we
have to look back the beginning of modernism. Among various attempts to re—appreciate 18th
century, ruminating Korean literature before western modern influence is a good example.
Finding similarities in intellectuals at the beginning of modernism is significant to intellectuals
who try to overcome modernism. For 18th century's Korean, there were various ways to
modernism ahead of them. Some directions were taken and experienced while some were
leading to the alternative modernism that no one had considered However, our interest and
challenge is to find those alternative turning points in history. Various subalterns were created
by pondering people in front of crossroads to modernity. It is important to consider these
subalterns: First, subalterns conflicted to survive in chaotic times and we should seriously 0ok
into the result of conflicts and suffers. Second, with the study, 'humble and soft subject’ which
differ from 'the Subject’ of modernity will be noticed. The new subject will help to find
alternative modernism,



3. Han—gi Choi prioritized objective world based on ultimate standard called 'Unhwagi' and
warned "Juajibyung, egocentrism.” Dae—yong Hong rejected egocentrism and affirmed an
individual sovereignty. In the same sense, he postulated the relationship of coexisting equal
individuals, Both theories do not deny the Subject as individual nor represent egocentrism,
Definition of subject in both theories is it ontologically equal and epistemologically modest and
can coexist and build relationship with others,
Some interesting points are found with the view in mind.
First, the 'modern influence' can be appropriately translated by eliminating egocentrism in
literature. For an example, "Again Spring, Dendongumihwajeonga”  shows the equal
relationships and coexistence of subjects by respecting each other's identity. The heroin is
identified as modest and soft subject who used to not hear the inner voice to transform to
who understand her identity and embrace others,
Second, in order to confirm 'the historical modernism' and other ‘'alternative modernism,'
subalterns struggle in semiotic field. The lyrics of 'Myungwol, Bright Moon', 'Habkangjeongga,'
'Sangjoga, 'Gyungjunongbuga, Gyungju Farmer's song, and 'Manhwingching' as Sasol Sijo in
'Chungguyongon, Song of Korea,'
Third, we can reinterpret modernism based on this multi—layered characters and phenomenon.
Lyrics became voices of many groups and a method to resolve conflicts and demands. As
an example, the Old Man' in 'Chodangmundabga’ learned to be considerate from his earlier
experiences and represented feminity and otherness., Koreans at the time of transiton to
modernism would be fascinated by a thoughtful character accepting various newnesses,
This finding gives various implications to Korean literature experts. In mind of Classic majors,
modemn literature is 'dissolution or end of classic literature.' However, Contemporary majors call
it literature in the age of enlightenment and consider it 'beginning of a new literature or
culture," A varied interpretation about a cultural phenomenon evidently shows the critical role of
culture at the dawn of modernism and the possibility to discuss the phenomenon's fate and
beyond.
For deeper research, it is necessary to learn and compare ideas and works of Chinese
writers of the time who were closely related with mercantilists in Beijing. Also, Chonin culture
which represented modern awakening was developed in 18th century Japan. At that time,
Haiku, one of Japanese Classic was popular while Sijo was advanced in Korea, It would be
interesting to compare two modern style of poetry. Especially, studying Japanese modernism
have only focused on the meaning and finding modernism in Haiku, However, further study
will promise to find possibilities of alternative modernism from Haiku and Chonin culture,
When scholars turn their eyes to the whole 18th century culture beyond literature, various
colorful topics appear for more discussion. A story of scholars from Seoul and rural area in
Yorowonyahwagi' clearly states the conflicts between people from different areas since
‘Kyunghyangbungi, the separation of Seoul and other regions' but also reminds the meaning
of shabby clothes and dialects of the ‘country man.' Also the wel—hidden class system and
desires in words such as 'moving up to Seoul, Sangkyung,” and 'moving down to hometown,
Hahyang,” and 'returning home in glory, Nakhyang' are to look into. Spoken language means
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power in modernistic sense. Baek—gyu Wi called standard language a 'Handanijibo, Losing the
nature by being a copycat' and King Yongjo claimed that every dialect speaker in every 8
province was valuable, These two cases clearly states that relationship between speaker and
language was respected before modern Korean was established. Modern Korean does not
appreciate differences and only values standard.

4, Based on colorful perspective, now look into dissertations that will be presented in this
international symposium.

Professor Dong I Cho's keynote speech will open the eyes the conventional modernistic
views. According to Cho's speech, "The rise of Modern Era was an unprecedented upheaval
in World History. Modern Era, the time of nationalism replaced the Middle Ages, the time of
universalism." and "European countries were far behind Eastern countries but later created
modern nations with exclusive supremacy and fiercely competed one another." This is the
beginning of modernism.

Each East Asian Country responded differently to this Western modernism. Japan degraded
the common asset of Eastern civilization caling it an obstacle to Japanese's advancement.
China insisted that East Asia's common belonged to China as its private property. Vietnam
upgraded the legacy of Eastern civilization to use it as a method to shock the Western World,
Korea gave up the common asset while losing its direction and capacity to actively embrace
Western culture, These responses are the variously expressed nationalism,

Cho also addressed that 'discussions about East Asia do not consider the long history that
unifies East Asian countries. Most of these only skim the surface of East Asia, In order to
have in depth discussions, it is our work to spread studies about East Asia's past and
present based on general understanding of civilization." the integration of East Asia is not an
easy task since countries greatly differ in size, political system, and economic environment, He
also suggested a way to integrate East Asia. It is questionable that the political or economic
integration will be possible. The most practical and effective integrating method is creating a
transnational academic or cultural community within  countries that differ from politics and
economy. His opinion about leaders in post—-modern era is this: it is inevitable that East Asia
will become the new pioneer in the new era which had been defeated in front of Western
civilization.

Professor Young—seo Baik will present present 'Glocalogy and the 'Dual Project of Modernity"
Retrospect of East Asian History in the 20th Century. Baik has proposed interesting issues in
East Asian study. Modern history from late 19th century implicates a chaos of participation in
and resistance against changes to modern era, This article attempts to explain the East
Asian's view of 'modernity as a dual project to adjust and overcome.' In order to substantiate
the analysis, treating East Asia as a complete analysis unit is a must, rather than treating
each individual country as a unit; this gives recogniton to the region's modernity as a
capitalistic global system. The idea of this viewpoint is to find an alternative that successtully
overcomes the dual project.

Professor Marion Eggert is a Korean specialist in Germany who has shown much interest in



the unique position of Korean literature. This symposium’ s theme has satisfied her interest,
As a result, Eggert will present ‘Pathways to Alternative Modernities? Knowledge, Religion,
and the Other in Korean Literature of the 18th and 19th Centuries.” The introduction to East
Asia of the Western (Enlightenment) notion of  ‘religion” — a noton with wide—ranging
implications for, among other things, the organization of knowledge — may be seen as a
crystallization point in what Prasenjit Duara has termed “cognitive globalization” the process
of discursive and institutional adaptation of the patterns of the modern nation state. She has
investigated the terms in which selected scholars of the 18th and 19th centuries conceived of
“Western Learning” |, the degree to which the phenomenon of “Western Learning”  forced
them to differentiate between the spheres nowadays identified as ‘knowledge’ and
religion”  in a way that was alien to Neo—Confucianism, and their creative answers o the
questions that ensued. Eggert will mainly focus on Pak Chiwdn and Ch'oe Han'gi, but also
consider some earlier and later intellectuals and with the help of her presentation, we can find
the reason to introgspect the theme.
Professor Hae—sug Cho specializes in Sijo, the unigue Korean literature in the middle era and
has interests in the modernism and post—modernism in literature at the dawn on modernistic
era. Her thesis, ‘The Acceptance and Transformation of Traditions in Sijo in the Newspaper
of the Patriotic Enlightenment Period” is also in line with her interests. Cho s article inquires
into the meaning of change in Sijo" s style and theme during Patriotic Enlightenment Period. It
also presents the shift of Sijo” s function to meet the demands of the time and the public.
Through detailed analysis of Sijo, this thesis searches for answers regarding the poets who
embraced the traditional writing style yet responded to the call of time and the significance of
changes in history of Korean literature.
Professor Eun—jeung Lee is the first and only Korean professor who majors Korean politics in
Germany. It is only natural that Lee seeks how Eastern and Western political thinkers
interpreted  modernism  through her thesis, The Western Modernity and the East Asian
Modernity, its Approach of Political Ideas.” In Western history of political thought, Man™ s will
and reason is center of human cognition. Whie  “Kognitiver Bruch (Cognitive Break)”
opened modern era in West, modemity in East Asia began when traditional human—oriented
thought in East Asia’ s history of political thoughts was lost. Asians began to question the
concept of eastern ideas and as a result, the existence of both ethical freedom and reason
which were the root of East Asia’ s traditional thought, were lost. This is also a reason that
we should re—recognize East Asian civilization with various views and ideas.
Professor Mei Han is a Chinese scholar who specializes in the middle age Korean literature,
Her work compares the responses of poets from Korea and China in the beginning of
modernity. Her paper, ‘An Aspect of the Modermn Response in Hanshi of China and Korea:
Focusing on the Social Poetry of Dingan(EfE) and Dasan(ZkLl) focuses Dasan and Dingam
who represented progressive thinkers and poets of the time. Mei attempts to explain how the
intellectuals from both countries predicted and responded to the coming modernity through
their works through her thesis,
Professor Reinhard Zoliner majors Japanese modern history and is wel—versed in the the
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history knowledge exchange among Korean, China, and Japan. His article, ‘Premodern Roots
of Modemn Urbanity in China, Japan and Korea' argues why modern East Asian cities can
be defined as a city despite Max Weber's definition.
The question is what is the difference between Beijing and Shanghai, Seoul, and Tokyo and
their premodern precursors — and whether this gap was bridged by concepts and tools
imported from the West or rather by selfmade “native” devices. Zollner s presentation will
give us a chance to overcome the Westernized view since Hegel to study East Asia.
Professor Ban' ya Natsishi is a world—renowned Haiku poet and theorist. His interest of
Matsuo Basho is well explained ‘Super—Modernity and Anti—Urbanism in Basho Matsuo(fAE
BE) Basho Matsuo first tasted modernism in large Japanese cities such as Kyoto and
Edo then converted his poetic urbanism into anti—urbanism. Basho s anti—urbanism was
realized by his several wanderings to local sites in Japan outside the mainstream of Edo and
Kyoto politics that each had own particular cultural heritage. Confronting unexpected and
surprising aspects of the sites, he wrote miraculous haiku during and after each of his
wanderings. The poetical results of Basho s wandering show us a super—modernity of
poetics. We must focus the dual meaning of ‘local cities’ in this presentation.
Professor In—ho Song is an expert in Korean architecture. In The Scene of Korean—Style
House in Modern Kyeongseong(Zidfk),” he focuses that the two kinds of Korean—style
houses overlapped in Kyeongseong The two kinds are: the traditional Korean—style houses
greatly were overshadowed by western ones but still existed as real and Korean—style houses
that were newly constructed in the modern city, He emphasizes Even though the country
collapsed and the whole world was turned over, Hanyang s (the old name of Seoul)
atmosphere still remains behind all of the changes and new buildings.
Professor Seung—wook Kim is a passionate scholar who majors in History of City. His paper,
‘The Migration Network and the Social Space of the Chinese People in Incheon({=)l]) in
Early 20th Century” analyzes extensive, multilateral, and transnational migrations in modern
East Asia and the network and social space of Chinese in Incheon as an example of
transnational migration in modern East Asian cities.
Professor Akihito Aol is a prominent theorist in Japanese theorist.  His paper, ‘Creating
Natural Forest in Modern City: Transformation of Shinto Shrine Precinct in Japan and its
Colonies’”  well explains the creation of precinct forests as unique 'artificial nature’ implanted in
the modern cities. From this point of view the most critical period is 1920's when the experts
shifted their ideas on precinct environment from the place with scenic sites, gardens and
parks into the pure nature sacred from the surrounding city. This is understood as an attempt
to find alternative modernism in modernistic surrounding.
Professor Yun—young Choi majors in German modern novel and has profound knowledge in
modemism and femininity. In her thesis, The Big City and the Absence of Father: A
Comparative Study on the Novels of Gottfried Keller, Younghil Kang and Mirok Li  Choi
compares the one German and two Korean novels that share  ‘Absence of father.’
Mirok Li' s “The Yalu River Flows™ followed Gotifried Keller' s “Der griine Heinrich, The
Green Henry” and Younghil Kang" s “The Grass Roof” in both theme and structure. In

_11_



these novels, father symbolizes the whole man and the hope for modernity. However the
absence of father implies that it is impossible to realize the ideals of the whole man in a
modern, capitalistic, and urban environment, Choi identifies in her paper that the three novels
describe not just relationships between modernism and urbanism or father but go far beyond
to explain the relationship between urbanism and father. Post—modernism, post—urbanism, and
post—masculinity always give interesting topics and Choi’ s article is just like a playground for
passionate scholars who seek for answers and newer ideas.
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