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ABSTRACT

Japan’s Local Taxes, Taxation of Sea Lion Fishery and Dokdo around 1905

Yoo, Mirim
Director, Korea—Asia Cultural Institute

Japan argues they reconfirmed their possession of Takeshima (Dokdo) by
incorporating the island into their territory in the early 1900s, particularly to
meet the public demand in Shimane prefecture to stabilize their operation of
sea lion hunting. Nonetheless, at the same time, residents of the Korean island
Ulleungdo had been catching sea lions at Dokdo and paying taxes to the
county of Uldo in Korea. Therefore, Japan could further insist that they had
exercised effective control over Takeshima if the Japanese of Oki Island had
actually paid taxes to Shimane prefecture. The purpose of this article is to
clarify these matters.

Shimane prefecture imposed miscellaneous taxes to its people’s fishing
practices. Statistics show that fishermen from Oki Island caught sea lions in
the island’s coastal waters between 1895 and 1903. Yet, there is no trace of
such fishermen having been taxed by Shimane prefecture at that time when it
comes to sea lions. Fishermen from Oki Island did in fact come to hunt sea
lions at Dokdo since 1903, but no taxes for their catch were paid to Shimane
prefecture.

In April 1905, Shimane prefecture added a rule on ‘sea lion fishery (limited
only to Takeshima of Okinokuni)” to their fishery regulations. This added sea
lion hunting as an officially allowed type of fishery for the prefecture’s
fishermen and limited the area of its practice to Takeshima. However, the
timing of when this rule appeared indicates that they had not considered
Takeshima, or Dokdo, as part of their jurisdiction prior to April of 1905. Also,
Shimane prefecture revised its taxation regulations in March 1906 to levy tax
on sea lions. This also demonstrates that before then, sea lions had not been
taxed in Japan.

What Japan currently presents as evidence of it having exercised effective
control over Takeshima is rentals paid for their state-owned land collected
after Japan's alleged incorporation of Dokdo in 1905. This only confirms that
prior to its incorporation of Dokdo, Shimane prefecture did not impose
miscellaneous taxes or rentals for state-owned land.

Japan could in turn then argue that because Takeshima was terra nullius prior
to 1905, there would have been no reason for fishermen like Yojaburo Nakai
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to pay taxes. If that was the case, the Japanese who had been residing on
Ulleungdo at that time should not have paid taxes to the Korean county of
Uldo, and yet, they did. Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs had called such
taxes ‘export duties,” which only applies between nations.

The reason Japanese residents of Ulleungdo at that time paid taxes to Uldo
county is because they had regarded Dokdo as an annex of Ulleungdo.
Hence, if the Japanese of Ulleungdo paid taxes to Uldo county while those of
Oki Island did not to Shimane Prefecture prior to 1905, the governor of
Ulleungdo would have to be regarded as the one who had exercised effective
control over Dokdo.

Keywords

effective control, sea lion hunting, fishery regulations, miscellaneous taxes,
export duties
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ABSTRACT

Territorial Education in North Korea and Korea's Sovereignty over Dokdo

Yi, Saangkyun
Research fellow, Northeast Asian History Foundation

Choi, Hee
Ph.D. candidate, Inha WUniversity:

The purpose of this study was to explore options for North Korea and South
Korea to jointly respond to Japan's growing claims over Dokdo and thereby
consolidate Korea's territorial sovereignty over Dokdo. Despite functioning
under a political system different from that of South Korea, this study was able
to determine that in terms of sovereignty over Dokdo, North Korea takes a
standpoint identical to that of South Korea. Territorial education in North
Korea is carried out largely through the two channels of school curricula and
social activities. In secondary education, Dokdo is covered in geography
classes for second and fourth graders and although the amount of contents
are limited in textbooks, they seem to reflect a definite awareness of
sovereignty over Dokdo and a strong will to guard it. Examples of territorial
education through social activities include ideological education in the form of
‘reading newspapers, particularly articles related to Dokdo published in
Rodong Sinmun (Labor Daily), rallies to instill a sense of territorial sovereignty
and the will to guard national territory, or stamps featuring Dokdo issued in
order to indirectly draw attention to the island. This study suggests three ideas
to induce the two Koreas to collaborate in consolidating Korea's sovereignty
over Dokdo. First, if a program to visit Ulleungdo and Dokdo were to be
made available to North Korean teenagers attending the Songdowon
International Camp in Wonsan, Gangwon Province of South Korea, it would
not only help further promote awareness of the Dokdo issue, but would also
put considerable psychological pressure on the Japanese government. The
second idea is arrange for North Korean and South Korean teenagers to

70

engage in Dokdo-related cultural exchange. This could be implemented in
association with the North Korean teenagers’ visit to Ulleungdo and Dokdo,
turning it into a special cultural exchange that would naturally draw to Dokdo
the attention of those outside Korea, The third idea is to allow academic
exchange on the Dokdo issue between the two Koreas. This would be very
meaningful not only for academic research on Dokdo, but also for developing
channels between North Korea and South Korea to discuss and jointly
respond to Japan's claims over Dokdo.

Keywords

Rodong Sinmun (Labor Daily), sovereignty of Dokdo, Dokdo stamps,
national community, territorial awareness, Japan’s claims over Dokdo,
geography textbooks
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ABSTRACT

Expansion of Chinese Control on the South China Sea and East China Sea

Kim, Joohwan
Poliical editor, YTN

Maritime transportation plays an important role in China’s foreign trade as
ships bring oil and other key raw materials into China and carry finished
goods to overseas markets on a daily basis. As a major exporting and
importing country, China has become increasingly dependent on the global
maritime commons, which is why it has been trying to protect and facilitate its
maritime interests. Official and unofficial commentators in China have
reiterated the vitality of securing China’s maritime interests as tensions from
maritime disputes in the East China Sea and South China Sea began growing
since 2009. Just as ancient Greeks and Romans used the term Mare Nostrum,
meaning ‘our sea’ in Latin, to refer to the Mediterranean Sea, China too seems
to consider the East China Sea and South China Sea as the Mare Nostrum of
the People’s Republic of Ghina.

When a Chinese fishing boat collided with two Japanese coast guard vessels
at Diaoyu Islands, or the Senkaku Islands, on September 7, 2010, China
detained four Japanese nationals for allegedly filming military targets and
blocked its exports of rare earth metals to Japan, The incident was generally
perceived at that time as a diplomatic victory in China, while in Japan, the
Japanese government’s ‘weak-kneed” handling of the matter was criticized.
China is involved in territorial water disputes with eight countries in the South
China Sea, the East China Sea, and the Yellow Sea. Although China has ample
evidence to show its sovereignty over all the disputed islands from both
historical and legal perspectives and never intends to give up an
indispensable part of its national interests, the other sovereignty claimants
continue to reinforce their occupation and sovereignty claims in one way or
another.

Keywords

maritime interests, Mare Nostrum, Diaoyu Islands, South China, sovereignty
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ABSTRACT

Dokdo and the “Exchange of Notes concerning the Settlement of Disputes
between the Republic of Korea and Japan”

Hwang, Jaewon
Research associate, Faculty of International Research and Education, Waseda University

On June 22, 1965, diplomatic relations between Korea and Japan became
normalized by way of concluding the Basic Relations Treaty. Although efforts
were made to resolve the issue of Dokdo along with the normalization of
diplomatic relations between the two countries, the issue was not completely
resolved. In the end, Korea and Japan agreed to resume discussions on the
Dokdo issue after normalization and signed off on the “Exchange of Notes
concerning the Settlement of Dispute between the Republic of Korea and
Japan.”

Once normalization was achieved, however, it became known that there had
been great differences between the two countries in their respective views of
the “Exchange of Notes concerning the Settlement of Dispute between the
Republic of Korea and Japan.” The Japanese government argued that Dokdo
was a territorial issue yet to be resolved between the two countries. On the
contrary, the Korean government insisted that Dokdo has traditionally: been
Korean territory and hence took the position that it did not qualify as a
subject of territorial dispute between the two countries.

Editorial opinions in newspapers from the two nations also stood in sharp
contrast to each other in viewing the ‘Exchange of Notes concerning the
Settlement of Disputes between the Republic of Korea and Japan.’
Newspapers in Japan raised their voice to criticize the Japanese government
for shelving the Dokdo issue while trying to normalize diplomatic relations.
On the other hand, there was little mentioned on the matter in Korean
newspapers and no clear position was expressed either.

Since South Korean President Lee Myung-bak visited Dokdo in August 2012,
Japan’s request has been to resolve the territorial problem by revising the
“Exchange of Notes concerning the Settlement of Disputes between the
Republic of Korea and Japan.” Thus, the current state of affairs make it
necessary to look into the whole story behind the negotiations for the
“Exchange of Notes concerning the Settlement of Disputes between the
Republic of Korea and Japan” as well as how it was assessed at the time in
order to gain a better understanding of the two nations’ positions in regard to
the Dokdo issue.
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ABSTRACT

The Change in China’s Relations with Vietnam and Korea and their Interaction
under the Influence of Imperialism

Shin, Seungbok
Research fellow of CAS in Hanoi National Education University

Choi, Jaeyung
Ph.D. candidate, Department of Geography Education, Seoul National University

Against the common historial background of imperialism’s invasion of East
Asia in the mid to late 19th century, this study examines how China’s relations
with Vietnam and Korea changed, and how these relations interacted with
each other amid the collapse of a traditional tribute system in which Vietnam
and Korea occupied significant positions. Until the 1860s, Vietnam and Korea
retained autonomy despite being tributary states of China, and until the late
1870s, domestic| and foreign issues prevented China from deeply interfering
with the affairs of Vietnam and Korea. As the tribute system began to falter,
however, China began to more explicitly interfere diplomatically and militarily
in the affairs of the two countries. China tried to turn them into its vassal
states by reorganizing the traditional tribute system into an imperialistic order
based ‘on the modern tredtics, In the process, China’s respective relations with
Vietnam and Korea became interconnected and interactive with one another,
That is, as the French invasion of Vietnam began making its stride, the
Chinese army stationed in Korea moved to Vietnam to go to war with France
to maintain China’s suzerainty over Vietnam. Taking advantage of this
situation, the Gapsin Coup of 1884 was staged on the Korean peninsula in an
attempt to end the relationship based on toadyism between China and Korea,
However, as the situation in Vietnam became favorable for France, China
turned its attention back to Korea, managing to repress the coup and
beginning to take control over Korea's military, finances, and diplomacy.
Furthermore, China desired for western countries to acknowledge Korea as its
own vassal state. The big wave of imperialism that crashed upon East Asia in
the 19th century caused China to engage in imperialism and to intensify the
will to defend its suzerainty over Vietnam and Korea, which resulted in its
attempt to seek compensation through Korea for its loss of Vietnam to France.

Keywords

Vietnam-China relations, Korea—-China relations, tribute system, imperialism,
French invasion of Vietnam, Sino-French War, Gapsin Coup, vassal state
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The International Hydrographic Organization -+ rejected
the use of Fast Sea "and recognized the term Sea of Japan"as

the only title for the sea.
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The International Hydrographic Organization -+ rejected
Japan's proposal to rule out the use of Fast Sea’ In the same
day, South Korea requested IHO to officially use East Sea
together with Sea of Japan , but the decision is delayed until
2017,
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The International Hydrographic Organization - decided
not to change the current single name Sea of Japan”despite

South Korea s request to use Fast Sea "together with Sea of

Japan’”
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Organization -+ decided not to change the current single
name Sea of Japan "rejecting the South Korea s request to use

‘East Sea "together with Sea of Japan'
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The International Hydrographic Organization - decided
not to change the current single name Sea of Japan "rejecting
the South Korea s request to use FEast Sea "together with Sea of
Japan ', while also rejecting Japan s proposal to keep the current

Sea of Japan "as a sole name for the sea.
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The International Hydrographic Organization -+ decided

not to change the current single name Sea of Japan "rejecting

the South Korea s request to use FEast Sea "together with Sea of

Japan’
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