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Abstract

The Tomb Culture and Silla Pottery of Ulleung-Do

Lee Sung-joo

(Professor, Kangneung National University)

A large number of mounded tombs of considerable size were built in
Ulleung - Do for around 400 years, from the late Three Kingdoms to Unified
Silla Period. In addition, Silla control over the island led to the use of
pottery, both in everyday life and as grave goods; prior to this, not a single
piece of pottery had been used by the island population. Fragments of
bronze crowns and horse gear have also been identified, albeit limitedly.
Such evidence of material culture makes it possible to suggest the following.
First, a small number of Silla elite settled on the island following its
annexation by the Silla state and, in association with the indigenous
population, formed a ranked society. Second, Silla residents established
regular routes of exchange between the mainland and island from the late
Three Kingdoms Period to early Goryeo Period, through which pottery and
other goods were supplied to Ulleung-Do. Third, the settlement of, and
continuous exchange with, Ulleung-Do was driven by the need of Silla (be it
for local products and tribute, or due to the island’s strategic location in
dealing with Goguryeo, Balhae and Wa). Fourth, during the late Three
Kingdoms to Unified Silla Period, Ulleung- Do was regarded as a very
important island by mainlanders in a way it had not been previously, or has

not been since.



The Chronology of 6~7th Century Silla Pottery
from the Gyeongju Region

Yoon Sang-deok
(Curator, Gyeongju National Museum)

Silla pottery chronology for this period has been difficult to
establish, since much of the ceramic material comes from non - burial
contexts, and because tomb structure allows the additional deposition
of bodies and grave goods. In order to overcome these limitations,
analysis was carried out on pottery from contexts in which the
contemporaneity of deposits could be assured (such as stone lined
burials) in constructing a chronology for Silla pottery of the 6~7th
century AD. In addition, as stylistic regional variation can
inadvertently influence pottery chronology, analysis was limited to
pottery from the central Gyeongju region and the mouth of the
Hyeongsan River, a key route of movement leading out of Gyeongju.

Results of the analysis shed light on the changing nature of pottery
form, and artifact association helped further refine artifact and pottery
decoration chronology. With regard to the co - existence of the two
different types of stamped decoration, analysis of the mounted bottle
provided specific details regarding the nature of this co - existence, as
well as its time scope. The discovery of stamped decoration pottery
from the foundation layer of Mt. Acha Fortress was taken as evidence

illustrating that stamped decoration came into use from the late 6th

Abstract 159



century AD. In addition, stamped decoration pottery from the site of
Neungsan Temple and from the pond at the site of Jeonglim Temple,
Buyeo, was considered to represent a stylistic phase which preceded
the typical ‘vertical continuous decoration’ phase, and which was
contemporary to the water drop mark pattern. Finally, a general

chronology of Silla pottery was presented.
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Investigating Ceramic Production Technology
and Exchange through Petrography from
Ulleung-Do

Cho Dae-youn
(Assistant Professor, Chonbuk National University)

This paper attempts to investigate aspects of ceramic production
and consumption from the late Silla (AD 562— 675) to Unified Silla
Period (AD 676-935) in Ulleung-Do. By adopting petrographic
analysis, firstly, this paper looks at the exchange of Ulleung- Do
pottery. It also attempts to consider, diachronically, the changing
relationship between pottery production technology and the final
products. In order to investigate these research issues, 64 ceramic
samples from four archaeological sites on the island (Namseo - ri
artifact scatter, Chenbu - dong tombs, Hyunpo - ri tombs, Sadong - ri
tombs) were analysed. The results suggest that, while reddish - brown
earthenware was possibly produced and exchanged among local
communities in Ulleung - Do, bluish - grey stoneware was distributed
from the mainland. In addition, the continuation of production
techniques through time, such as clay manipulation (tempering
practice), was notable with regard to production technology. These
results will shed new light on how pottery production and distribution
may have been associated with social transformation in this remote

island.
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