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Acta Asiatica 88, pp. 90~94 ; W] (2007), (31t “FolAloAE 2 178
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Abstract

Probing for the History of Sino-Korean
Relations in the Context of the East Asian
World Order

With emphasis on the Sino-Korean relations within the framework of the
history of East Asia, this research project is designed to examine the
so-called ‘East Asian World’ theory, which has drawn criticism mainly from
Korean scholars for its biased Sinocentric view of East Asian civilization,
and to develop a new narrating methodology of Sino-Korean relations. For
this purpose, the entirety of East Asian history is divided into seven sub-
periods: before the fourth century A.C.E., the fourth to ninth centuries, tenth
to twelfth centuries, thirteenth-fourteenth centuries, fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries, seventeenth to nineteenth centuries, and the twentieth century,
each of which will consists of one chapter. The main theme of each period
is provided as follows.

Avoiding the conventional view of East Asian world order, or the
Sinocentric tribute system, in which Sino-Korean relations are only
examined from a two-dimensional perspective, Chapter One looks at the
multiplex nature of the East Asian world order. Although the nature of East
Asian international relations before the third century A.C.E. looks like a
tribute system in appearance, it differed from the tribute system practiced in
the later period in that it was no more than an East Asian modus operandi
of international trade rather than an emblem of the Han superiority to its
neighboring countries: the tribute system was rather a symbol of Chinese
defensiveness. Based on this frame, this chapter provides some cases of Han

relations with early Korean states such as Koguryo, Puyo, and Samhan.
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Chapter Two explores the Sino-Korean relations in the sixth through
eighth centuries. The Sino-Korean relations in the period of the northern and
southern dynasties (fourth to sixth centuries) can be characterized by the
tribute system in one sense. In another sense, however, it does not mean that
the Korean states lost their political sovereignty despite accepting positions
inferior to those of the states in China. Also, Korean states maintained
mutilateral diplomatic relations with non-Chinese states in the Mongolian
steppes and on the Japanese archipelago. After the reunification of China,
the Sui and Tang empires established a much tighter and unilateral order in
East Asia; the establishment of the Loose-Rein Province (¥5/2/1]) on border
areas and some neighboring countries was a good case for such a new
situation. Through the Tang-Silla War (671-676), the Silla in the Korean
peninsula was able to avoid being reduced to the status of such a loose-rein
province but became subordinated to the Tang more tightly than before.

Chapter Three examines Sino-Korean relations within the framework of
the multi-centered interstate relations in East Asian in the tenth to twelfth
centuries. It argues that the so-called Sinocentric tribute system theory is no
longer useful for the explanation of the East Asian international order in the
tenth to twelfth centuries because it is not historically accurate. In fact, the
tribute system theory is no more than a product of unilateral Sinocentrism.
The international order of medieval East Asia should rather be explained in
terms of balance of power, utilitarianism, and reciprocity. The World-
Systems Theory suggested by Chase-Dunn and Hall can provide a useful
paradigm in defining the sphere of the multi-centered East Asia within the
context of the network among multiplex world systems. Khitan-Korean
relations, Jurchen-Korean relations, and Song-Korean relations should be
examined and understood in this larger context.

Chapter Four provides the history of Sino-Korean relations in East Asia,
covering the thirteenth through fourteenth centuries. This time period can be

understood as an era of great unification of East Asia by the Mongol
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Empire. The sphere of East Asia, which Korea had belonged to, also
expanded to cover the entirety of the Eurasian continent, centering the
Mongol empire in the Beijing area and including diverse systems of
conquered countries within it. To better understand this new international
order, we should pay close attention to the structural organization of the
empire first, including, among others, Mongol relations with its neighbors
within and without the empire. In the case of the Koryo in the Korean
peninsula, the Koreans understood their new relations with the Mongol Khan
as traditionally tributary one, even though some new factors were added.
This chapter examines such old and new elements of Mongol-Korean
relations under Mongol interference in the thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries.

With emphasis on the place of Chosén under the so-called Ming order in
East Asia, Chapter Five explores the features of Ming-Choson relations
within the framework of the East Asian world. In an effort to broaden our
views of international relations in traditional East Asia, it also examines the
existing studies of Western, Japanese, and Korean academic societies. In
addition, it defines the historical sphere of so-called East Asia from the
Ming-Choson joint perspective. Specifically, this chapter examines some
diplomatic terms that were applied to Ming-Choson relations of the time,
such as chogong (#H L), ch'ackpong (fiftE}), oeguk (#+E4) and, chungoe (1]
4}), to name a few, and subsequently argues that to the Ming, Chosdn was
always a oeguk (foreign state) that was not included in the chungoe (within
and without) of the Ming understanding of the world. It also posits a new
interpretation that the so-called Ming order would never have been possible
without geopolitical support from Choson.

Chapter Six explores Qing-Choson relations in the context of the new
international order of East Eurasia established by the Qing Empire. The
Qing was a new empire that incorporated multi-international orders of East

Eurasia (East and Central Asia) into one under the Da Qing (Great Qing)
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banner. In sixteenth-century East Asia, a new type of international relations,
such as the border market system, was taking its shape, replacing the
traditional tribute system. Initiated by the Mongols and Tibetans, another
international order was also spreading its roots in Central Asia during the
same period. Once the Manchu rose to power in Manchuria, the region
bookended by Central Asia and East Asia, they swept over both regions and
established a new order centered in Beijing. This new order consisted of four
different systems: the tribute system, the border market system, the treaty
system, and the vassalage system. The Qing order was thus a sort of
multiplex system, in which Choson was distinguished from others in that it
belonged to the traditional tribute system yet resisted joining the new Qing
order until it was defeated by the Manchu.

Chapter Seven examines the international order and Sino-Korean relations
in the twentieth century. Reading against the conventional understanding of
Sino-Korean relations, which tend to be examined from each country's
nationalistic perspective, this chapter attempts to interpret it within the
framework of the entirety of East Asia. It also discusses imperialism and
colonialism, the Sino-Japanese War of 1937-1945, the Cold War system, and
the post-Cold-War system. In this course, this chapter provides a broader

view of Sino-Korean relations in the modern era.

KEY WORDS

Sino—Korean, East Asian World, Tribute system, Han, Tang, Silla,
Sinocentrism. Khitan, Jurchen, Koryd, Choson, Eurasia, Manchu,
Ming, Da Qing.
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