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| Abstract |

A Study on Qing History Research Trends in
China

The primary goal of this research is to understand the Qing
History National Project being conducted by Chinese Qing
history scholars. Understanding the Chinese project is important
in the sense that it helps to see the currently trends of scholarly
activities funded by the Chinese government and also in the sense
that the project, as a continuum of traditional history compilation
led by the Chinese government, may influence Korean history
scholarship and national policy making. Given the premises, this
research examines the Qing history research trends in China under
the following five topics.

The first topic is “The Research Trends of the Rise of the
Qing Dynasty in Chinese academia.” Here, it is noticeable that a
great deal of research conducted in China concerns the stability

and unity of society as a means of the rise of the Qing Dynasty.
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In other words, the research focuses on how to resolve societal
conflicts and problems that had resulted from the advent of a
multi-ethnic society in Latter Jin. Hence, one may assume that
Chinese scholars are finding their way to associate the multi-ethnic
characteristic of modern China with the rise of the Qing Dynasty.

The second topic is “The Current Research Trends of High
Qing in Chinese academia.” This paper shows that the research
conducted about the period of the Kangxi and Qianlong Emperors
is not necessarily oriented toward exploring historical facts of
the past but toward correcting the present situation. That is, the
research suggest that China today is having its prime time and has
to learn the lesson of corruption prevention from Qing history,

The third topic is “The Current Research Trends of Qing History
in China-With an Emphasis on Joseon-Qing Relations and Border
Problems.” Here, it is important to note that China has already
produced a great number of publications in this subject area and
are poised to produce scholarly works on highly concentrated
topics as well, This research also implies that China is now ready
to take the lead in this area of research.

The fourth topic is “The Current Research Trends of the Qing
Dynasty’s Foreign Relations in China-With an Emphasis on the
History of Joseon-Qing Relations.” This area of research has drawn
a great deal of attention in Chinese academia since the 1990s.

Especially, as for Joseon-Qing relations, much research has been
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conducted on such issues as economic relations, vassal tribute
system, Joseon-Qing relations withing the context of international
relations, and cultural exchange between the two countries.

The fifth topic is “Discussions of Manchu Colonialism in China
and Overseas.” Recently, European and American scholars have
presented research results pointing out that the Qing Dynasty
maintained a colonialistic ruling system against Xinjiang and Tibet.
They also state that the system has become the political foundation
for the vast multi-ethnic territory of modern China,

All in all, the mainstream of scholarship on Qing history in
relation to the Qing History National Project concerns research
on the connection between the rise and fall of the Qing Dynasty
and modern China. Such research trends will be reflected in the
Qing History National Project to a large extent. Yet in oder to
avoid conflicts with neighboring countries, issues concerning them
are discussed within the framework of diplomatic relations rather
than using the notion of the vassal tribute system. Chinese history
academia in Korea needs to be fully aware of the research trends
in China and to develop research frameworks and approaches of
its own.,

All the participants of this research hope that its results will be
reflected in the public domain. Especially, as the Northeast Asian
History Foundation intended, the results of this research must be

reflected in national policy making and school and civic education.
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Due to the geographical proximity of Korea and China, they are
deeply involved in a complex system of diplomatic interests, and
that is also the reason why the two countries have maintained an
uneasy relationship for a long time. The two countries, therefore,
must rethink history and resolve controversies in order to maintain
peace and coexistence in East Asia. That is what the participants

of this research have intended from the beginning.
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