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Japan’s ‘Comfort Women’ Testify to Abuses
WWII Sex Slaves Begin Mock Trial to Pressure Country to Accept Responsibility

8 Dove Sravex
Washington Post Fareign Service
.TOKYO, Dec. 8—Stories of rape
3 dbmuhty tumbled out of the old
omen——in anger, in tears and in
old calm—at the start of an ex-
{raordinary public challenge to Ja-
san to confront the system of sexu-
; ahvery it set up for its army
War

A the fivedsy mock trial

court of public opinion” in recog-
nizing rape and sexual violence as 2
war crime. But she acknowledged
legal progress in most courts has
been slow, and Japanese courts
have so far rejected claims of the
victims on grounds of sexual servi-
tude.

“The fact that the Japanese gov-
ernment is on the delenswt is prog-
ress,” she said.
particularly stubbam ’nmy could
have responded in a way to settle

this case five years ago.”

In 1995, Japan set up a fund for
private contributions to be used as
compensation for the comfort
women but balked at issuing an of-
ﬁml apolog Rchlwe!y few of the

Under the brlght lights at an au-
ditorium packed with spectators,
some of the Korean women who
testified today expressed their an-

ger.
“I hate Japanese solders! 1 can

never forgive them! T am over 70
now, and I can never forgivel”
shouted Kim Young Suk, who came
from North Korea to testify. She
said she was abducted at age 12,
and her body is scarred from the
beaungs she endured.

1 didn’t come here for money. I
didn’t come for pity. [ want you to
see that I lost my youth, my life.
Unless the Japanese government
comes to me to apologize, [ will
never forgive them.”
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Preface

ﬂuring World War II, innumerable women were raped in
brothels set up by the Japanese military in China, Southeast
Asia and the South Pacific. They were called “comfort women”
by the Japanese military. Although most of the women are
now dead, those who survived are still suffering physical and
psychological trauma inflicted more than sixty years ago.

These women have been demanding an official apology and
compensation from the Japanese government. In Seoul,
South Korea, a group of old women, assisted by supporters,
have held demonstration in front of the Japanese embassy for
over fifteen years. In the “Wednesday demonstration,” as the
gathering which happens every Wednesday is called, these
women have been demanding official apology and proper
compensation from Japan for the atrocities and cruelties
against the so-called “comfort women.” Yet the response

_The truth of the Japanese military “Comfort \Women"

of the Japanese government has not only fallen short of
expectations but instead added insult to injury through
inadequate words and actions.

The “comfort women” have become an international issue
as the debate has come to the forefront again in 2007, in
part because of the U.S. House of Representatives’ House
Resolution 121. The Resolution declared that the “comfort
women” system of forced military prostitution by the Japanese
Government was “unprecedented in its cruelty.” and “one of
the largest cases of human trafficking in the 20th century.”
It also maintained that the Japanese government should
educate current and future generations about this inhumane
war crime.

Who were “comfort women” and why should their stories be
heard?

Preface B




VWHO ARE
COMFORT WOMEN™

picture Comfort women transportation
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picture Scream of coqur.tr woman
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Beomfort women” are women who were incarcerated in
“comfort stations” built by the Japanese armed force through-
out the Japanese empire and areas under its occupation, in-
cluding China, Indonesia, Singapore and Papua New Guinea,
and forced to give “sexual comfort” to the Japanese soldiers
by having sexual intercourse with them.

The women, recruited from the areas colonized or oc-
cupied by Japan, consisted of Koreans, who made up the ma-
jority, Taiwanese, Chinese, Indonesian, East Timorese and
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Who are “comfort women*?

mmmm picture Signboard to comfort station in China

Filipinos. The victims also included some Dutch
women and Japanese women as well. The num-
ber of “comfort women,” though unknown, is es-
timated to range from 40,000 to over 200,000.

It is known that the women, mostly under
age 20 and sexually inexperienced, were of ru-
ral and poor background. Many of them were
deceived into sexual slavery by talks of factory
works, nursing, or voluntary service. Coaxing
and intimidation were often used. Many others
were abducted. Procurement of the women was performed
by brokers who worked in close coordination with local po-
lice and military police.

The “comfort woman” system came into full operation
after the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese War in July 1937.
The Japanese army established the so-called “comfort sta-
tions” throughout the war zone and was involved in their op-
eration directly and indirectly until Japan’s defeat in August
1945,

After the war, the fact about the
comfort women system remained un-
noticed to the public for decades. Like
other sex crimes, the systematic rape
crime by the Japanese military marked
the surviving victims with shame and

picture A comfort women'’s room
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picture Comfort women who are receiving interrogation in by American
soldiers in Burmese prisoners’ camp, Sept. 1944

“Comfort women” or “sex slaves”?

ﬂomfort women” is a term which appears on Japan’s past
records and is most widely used to refer to the women. Con-
sidering, however, that they were demeaned to be the sole
presence for Japanese soldiers’ “comfort,” there is no denying
that the term glosses over the sexual violence by military, the
very point of the “comfort women” issue. Furthermore, in the
light of the universal values shared by all humanity, the term
represents male (soldier)-centeredness and discriminatory
perspectives against women.
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picture

"Comfort women"” or "sex slaves™?

LEFT A comfort woman points at herself in photo
RIGHT Comfrot women being abandoned by the Japanese military after the war

“Sexual slavery,” on the other hand, came into use as a more
appropriate term in describing the reality of the women’s vic-
timization (rape by the Japanese military) in a UN Special
Rapporteur’s report.

While the term “comfort women” is in habitual use
in East Asia, “military sex slaves” is more generally used in
international community now. Note, though, that neither
term is respectful of the victims’ loss of dignity.

Thus, just a glance at the issue of terminology re-
veals that the problem of “comfort women” is essentially that
of a universal value: human rights.

15
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"Comfort women"” or "sex slaves™?
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picture Japanese documents concerned the regulations of comfort station in

the Philippines (November 22, 1942)
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picture Dead bodies of comfort women killed

in China
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“Comfort women” or "sex slaves”?

WAS THERE NO FDRCED
RECRUITMENT?

picture ‘Comfort Station” in Wuhan, China picture ‘Comfort Station’ in Malaysia

_The truth of the Japanese military "Comfort Women”




picture One of Korean comfort women speaking
at the international Hearing, 1992, Tokyo

Was there no forced recruitment?

Bemarks that negate the fact of forced recruitment by the Japa-
nese military have been made by some influential, conservative
political leaders in Japan.

When U.S. House Resolution 121, which demanded To-
kyo’s formal unequivocal apology to the comfort women and
pressed the Japanese government to take responsibility, started
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to be discussed at the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in March 2007, Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe and his cabinet made some
statements which reflect their current his-
torical view.

- “There is no evidence to back up that
there was coercion as defined initially” in
the role of “the Japanese military or govern-
ment” in recruiting comfort women.

- There were apparent cases of coercion
by private recruiters for the military, but “it
was not as though military police broke into
people’s homes and took them away like kid-
nappers,” and “testimony to the effect that
there had been a hunt for comfort women is
a complete fabrication.”

Was there no forced recruitment?
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picture A document related to the es-
tablishment of the Women'’s Volun-
tary Service Corps

- The Japanese government would not issue an apology to com-
fort women in response to passage of House Resolution 121 by the U.S.

House of Representatives.

Exposed to a storm of criticism at home and abroad, Abe

extended apologies “as Prime Minister” to the former “comfort
women,” declaring that he stood by Kono Statement of 1993,
which acknowledged the official involvement of the Japanese Im-

perial Army as well as coerced recruitment. The apology, how-

ever, was eviscerated even before receiving feedback. Shimomura
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A newspaper article concern-
ing the Women's Interna-
tional War Crimes Tribunal on
Japan's Military Sexual Slavery
(Frankfurter Rundschau, De-
cember 13, 2000)
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Hakubun, Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary
and Abe’s closest aid, said, “I believe some
parents may have sold their daughters. But
it does not mean the Japanese army was
involved.”

Abe himself have not retracted his
denial of coerced recruitment despite his
endorsement of the Kono Statement.

Such backtracking of the Japanese
political leaders in their remarks on co-
erced recruitment explains why Japan has
been unable to gain trust from their neigh-
boring countries on its sincerity regard-
ing “comfort women” and other wartime
crimes. Its double standard is now being
criticized in the U.S. as well. The Wash-
ington Post, in its editorial “Shinzo Abe’s
Double Talk” of March 24, 2007, pointed
out that if Japan seeks international sup-
port in the kidnapping cases of its citizens
by North Korea, it should straightforward-
ly accept responsibility of and apologize
for its past crime of abduction, rape and
sexual enslavement of tens of thousands of
women during World War I1.

picture Dead bodies of Japanese soldiers and comfort women in Yunnan, China

The Japanese government’s fixation on negating coerced re-
cruitment, though resonant with only a few people, seems to ob-
scure the big picture of the “comfort women” issue: that the Japa-
nese military and government were involved in not only recruiting
and transporting women, but also establishing and operating the
brothels, where the women were forced to live in servitude, de-
prived of freedom and dignity. Although it is an established fact
supported by records and testimonies, as stated in the United
States Congressional Research Service (CRS) Memorandum of
2007, it has not been acknowledged by Mr. Abe yet.

23



Statement by the Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono on the result of the study

on the issue of “comfort women”

August 4, 1993

“As a result of the study [conducted
by the Japanese Government since De-
cember 1991] which indicates that com-
fort stations were operated in extensive
areas for long periods, it is apparent that
there existed a great number of comfort
women. Comfort stations were operated
in response to the request of the military
authorities of the day. The then Japa-
nese military was, directly or indirectly,
involved in the establishment and man-
agement of the comfort stations and the

transfer of comfort women. The recruit-
ment of the comfort women was conduct-
ed mainly by private recruiters who acted
in response to the request of the military.
The Government study has revealed that
in many cases they were recruited against
their own will, through coaxing coercion,
etc., and that, at times, administrative/
military personnel directly took part in
the recruitments. They lived in misery at
comfort stations under a coercive atmo-
sphere.”-
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picture Japanese military document related to the recruitment of comfort women
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Was there no forced recruitment?

The testimony of Chong Ok-Sun, who is now 74 years old, reflects in particular
the brutal and harsh treatment that these women had to endure in addition to

sexual assault and daily rape by soldiers of the Japanese Imperial Army:

“I was born on 28 December 1920, in
Phabal-Ri, Pungsan County, South Ham-
gyong Province, in the north of the Ko-
rean peninsula. One day in June, at the
age of 13, I had to prepare lunch for my
parents who were working in the field and
so I went to the village well to fetch wa-
ter. A Japanese garrison soldier surprised
me there and took me away, so that my
parents never knew what had happened to
their daughter. I was taken to the police
station in a truck, where I was raped by
several policemen. When I shouted, they
put socks in my mouth and continued to
rape me. The head of the police station hit
me in my left eye because I was crying.
That day I lost my eyesight in the left eye.

After 10 days or so, I was taken to the Jap-
anese army garrison barracks in Heysan
City. There were around400 other Korean
young girls with me and we had to serve
over 5,000 Japanese soldiers as sex slaves
everyday - up to 40 men per day---+

One Korean girl who was with us once
demanded why we had to serve so many,
up to 40, men per day. To punish her for
her questioning, the Japanese company

commander Yamamoto ordered her to
be beaten with a sword. While we were
watching, they took off her clothes, tied
her legs and hand. and rolled her over a
board with nails until the nails were cov-
ered with blood and pieces of her flesh. In
the end, they cut of f her head----

I think over half of the girls who were at
the garrison barracks were killed. Twice I
tried to run away, but both times we were
caught after a few days. We were tortured
even more and I was hit on my head so
many times that all the scars still remain.
They also tattooed me on the inside of
my lips, my chest, my stomach and my
body. I fainted. When I woke up, I was on
a mountainside, presumably left for dead.
Of the two girls with me, only Kuk Hae
and I survived. A 50-year-old man who
lived in the mountains found us, gave
us clothes and something to eat. He also
helped us to travel back to Korea, where
I returned, scarred, barren and with diffi-
culties in speaking, at the age of 18, after
five years of serving as a sex slave for the
Japanese.”

The Radhika Coomaraswamy reports
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Wias there no forced recruitment?

picture Japanese right-wing published an advertisement of denying
coercive mobilization of comfort women during World Warll (The
Washington Post, June 14, 2007)
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picture Japanese Materials of the Taiwanese colonization company, which in-
clude a lot of documents concerning Japanese military comfort system
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JUST PROSTITUTES™

Was there no forced recruitment?
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picture Korean co
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“Just prostitutes™?

'5 key fallacy about the “comfort women” sys-
tem is that it was a form of “licensed prostitu-
tion.” Some people have repeatedly stressed
that “comfort women” were voluntarily engaged
in sexual intercourse for money, as is seen in a
recent Newsweek article contributed by one of
Japan’s right-wingers, who called the women
“prostitutes.”

yomen captured in Burma, 1944

As the “comfort women” system
was modeled upon the licensed
prostitution system, there could be
some similarities in format between
the two systems. Yet, while the state
was solely in charge of regulation
of the licensed prostitution system,
the military and the government
played a major role in the “comfort
woman” system.

It either operated brothels directly
or controlled /supervised contract-
ed civilians, who were required to
submit daily or monthly reports.
Recruitment of the women was per-
formed by brokers who worked in
close coordination with local police
and military police. The Japanese
armed forces provided all neces-
sary accommodation for transport-
ing women, such as military trucks,
railways and warships.
Furthermore, women’s freedoms
were severely restricted in “com-
fort stations.” Recruited in many
cases through abduction, coaxing

“Just prostitutes™

and intimidation, the women were
confined to the “comfort stations,”
where they were deprived of free-
dom and forcibly raped by Japanese
soldiers against their will. It is ac-
knowledged in the CRS Memoran-
dum of 2007 that the sexual inter-
course was not voluntary and wide-
spread rape had been committed.
The women had no free choice of
where to live or freedom of move-
ment. Nor did they have the liberty
of quitting, a key point of differen-
tiation from licensed prostitutes.
The “comfort women” were main-
tained specifically for the benefit of
soldiers, and the women were also
abandoned in the battlefield.

The “comfort women” system was
for military purpose, whereas li-
censed prostitution was commer-
cial. While Japan insists that the
system was established to prevent
the rape of local women, they do ac-
knowledge that the comfort women
was a tool for the successful con-
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duct of the war.

“Comfort women” were not the same
as “licensed prostitutes,” but instead
were victims of a state-run system of
sexual violence. Yet the day has not
come when the Japanese government
formally acknowledges its responsibil-
ity and offers sincere apology and indi-
vidual compensation to the victims.

picture Kim Hak-soon (then, 67) was the first com-
fort woman victim who publicly revealed herself
at a press conference and filed a suit against the
Japanese government in 1992. She was died in
1997.

“Just prostitutes™®

®
Dutch woman’s testimony

As a victim of the incident, Jan Ruff-
O’Herne testimonied to the U.S. House
of Congress, “Many stories have been
told about the horrors, brutalities, suffer-
ing and starvation of Dutch women in
Japanese prison camps. But one story was
never told, the most shameful story of the
worst human rights abuse committed by
the Japanese during World War II: The
story of the “Comfort Women”, the jugun
ianfu, and how these women were forc-

ibly seized against their will, to provide
sexual services for the Japanese Imperial
Army. In the so-called “Comfort Station”
I was systematically beaten and raped day
and night. Even the Japanese doctor raped
me each time he visited the brothel to ex-
amine us for veneral disease.”

Statement of Jan Ruff O’Herne AQO, Sub-
committee on Asia, Pacific and the Global
Environnement, Committe on Foreign Af-
fairs, U.S. House of representatives
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picture “50 Years of Silence” was published by
Jan Ruff-O'Herne in 1994
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DID JAPAN OFFER
ENOUGH APOLOGY AND
COMPENSATION?
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picture A newspaper article about the D
hi Shinbun, August 30, 1992)




Did Japan offer enough apology and
compensation?

nn June 26, the US House of Representatives Foreign Af-
fairs Committee passed House Resolution 121 by overwhelm-
ing majority, which calls on Japan to “formally acknowledge,
apologize, and accept historical responsibility in a clear and
unequivocal manner for its Imperial Armed Force’s coercion
of young women into sexual slavery.”

The Japanese government has claimed that it has already
apologized over the issue of “comfort women.” The “apology”
is meant to be the 1992 statement made by Chief Cabinet
Secretary Kato Koichi and another one made by his succes-
sor Kono Yohei in the following year. In the Kono Statement,
the Japanese government admitted and apologized for the
involvement of the Japanese armed force and coercion in re-
cruitment.

Despite these apologies, however, the Japanese govern-

_The truth of the Japanese military “Comfort \Women"

Did Japan offer enough apology and compensation?

picture Wednesday Demonstration in front of the Japanese embassy in Seoul, Korea

ment has consistently disclaimed any legal responsibility on
this issue. Yet it created the Asian Women’s Fund, based on
the idea that Japan would take moral responsibility towards
the “comfort women” from a humanitarian standpoint.

Established in 1995, the Asian Women’s Fund imple-
mented atonement projects by collecting money from Japa-
nese citizens. Due to little response from the former “comfort
women,” it ended its operation in March, 2007, without any
notable achievement.

While criticizing the Japanese government for doing
nothing over the “comfort women” issue is off point, it is also
incorrect to decide that all the problems were resolved or that
Japan has shown its best efforts.

It is necessary to ask why reconciliation has not been
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picture Japanese soldiers waiting in line 4
inside a comfort station prisoners’ camp. 1945

The truth of the Japanese military “Comfort WWomen"

picture Korean Comfort Women in Okinawan

achieved between Japan and its neighboring countries and
compensation has not been made to former “comfort women”
despite the Kono Statement and the operations of the Asian
Women’s Fund.

Did the Japanese government offer sufficient apology
and compensation in an appropriate manner?
It can be safely said that these problems are well perceived in
Hous Resolution 121, introduced by U.S. Rep. Mike Honda.
The major provisions of House Resolution 121 are:

The Japanese government should formally acknowledge
for the Japanese Imperial Army’s coercion of young women
into sexual slavery (the presence of “comfort women”) and
apologize to them.

Apology should be given by the Prime Minister of Japan in
his official capacity.

The Japanese government should publicly refute claims
that the “comfort women” system never existed.

- The Japanese government should follow the recommenda-
tions of the international community and educate current
and future generations about the “comfort women” sys-
tem.

Although apologies were made by Japanese Prime Ministers
as individuals, they were not approved by the Diet or the Gov-
ernment. Nor was the Kono Statement passed in the Diet. In
short, no official apology has been offered by the state of Ja-
pan, which was wholly responsible for the plight of the “com-
fort women.”

Despite the Japanese government’s denial, there are

those who hold it account for legal compensation.
Presented as an agenda to the United Nations Human Rights
Commission by the Korea Council for Women Drafted for
Military Sexual Slavery by Japan in 1992, the “comfort wom-
en” problem has been regarded as that of human rights viola-
tion. Recommendations have been made by UN organizations
to the Japanese government to
issue an official apology to the
victims and face its legal re-
sponsibility.

These are not fulfilled yet,
and the world is watching to
see if Japan will ever face its
past and educate its youth on

,‘( ‘

Japan’s past mistakes.

picture A group of Korean Comfort Women cap-

Did Japan offer enough apology and compensation?

tured in Burma, who were interrogated by some

bilingual American soldiers August 1944
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check box

In her reports, she has written on violence
in the family, violence in the community,
violence against women during armed
conflict and the problem of international
trafficking. A strong advocate on wom-
en’s rights, she has intervened on behalf
of women throughout the world seeking
clarification from Governments in cases
involving violence against women. She

The Radhika Coomarswamy's reports to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights

has also conducted field visits to Japan and
Korea on the problem of “comfort wom-
en”, Rwanda, Colombia, Haiti, Indonesia
with regard to violence against women in
war time, Poland, India, Bangladesh and
Nepal on the issue of trafficking, the Unit-
ed States on women in prisons, Brazil on
domestic violence and Cuba on violence
against women generally.

check box

Demands by the victims

~~~~~~ In this context, the Special Rapporteur would like to reflect in detail the concrete
demands made by the former “comfort women” who want their voices to be heard by
the international community and by the Government of Japan in particular. In response
to questions raised by the Special Rapporteur most former “comfort women informed the
Special Rapporteur that the Government of Japan should:

a) Apologize individually to each of the surviving women for the suffering
they have had to endure:--- In addition, most victims felt that the
apologies made at the time of the mission of Prime Minister Murayama
were not sincere enough, especially because his statement had not been
endorsed by the Japanese Diet;

b) Recognize that the drafting of approximately 200,000 Korean women
as military sexual slaves and the establishment of comfort houses for the
use of the Japanese Imperial Army were carried Out in a systematic and
forcible manner by and/or with the knowledge of the Government and the
army command;

c) Recognize that the systematic recruitment of women for purposes
of sexual slavery should be considered a crime against humanity, a

) The truth of the Japanese military “Comfort Women”

gross violation of international humanitarian law, and a crime against
peace, as well as a crime of slavery, trafficking in persons and of forced
prostitution;

d) Accept moral and legal responsibility for such crimes;

e) Pay compensation from governmental resources to the surviving
victims. For this purpose, it was suggested that the Government of Japan
should enact special legislation so as also to enable a settlement of
individual claims for compensation through civil law suits at Japanese
municipal courts.

------ In addition, the former “comfort women” are requesting the following measures
to be taken by the Government of Japan:

a) A thorough investigation into the historical facts of the issue of military
sexual slavery during the Second World War, including publicizing all
official documents and materials on the matter still existent in Japan and,
in particular, in official governmental archives;

b) The amendment of Japanese history books and educational curricula
to reflect the historical facts which would have emerged from the
investigation;

¢)The identification and prosecution, under Japanese domestic law, of all
perpetrators involved in the recruitment of military sexual slaves and the
institutionalization of military sexual slavery.

The Radhika Coomaraswamy reports

picture Taiwanese comfort women’s demon-
stration in Taipei, Taiwan (April 29, 2002)
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Did Japan offer enough apology and compensation?

check box

According to UN Special Rapporteur Gay J. McDougall

The Japanese government organized “rape camps” and the systematic sexual enslavement
of over 200,000 girls and women during World War II, according to a new report presented
to a group of independent human rights experts under the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights. According to UN Special Rapporteur Gay J. McDougall, Japan now
faces a stark choice: Accepting legal responsibility for this crime — including a legal
obligation to identify and prosecute surviving criminals — or continuing to avoid the
responsibility, which appears to violate international law as well as Japan’s international
treaty obligations.

(TR ] o [ j Prm I
*ﬁ L L Y e i gy B picture One of Japanese history textbooks

called “Atarashii Rekishi Kyokasho" (or “New
History Textbook”; Fusosha, 2000) never
wrote about the fact of comfort women and
comfort system at all
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picture Comfort women in Shanghai

A website to remember
some 200,000 women who were used as sexual
slaves by Japanese troops during World War Il

_The truth of the Japanese military “Comfort \Women"

"It is indisputable that these women were forced,
and abducted to provide sexual services to the Jaj
[Japan] violated customary norms of international
war crimes, crimes against humanity, slavery and
women and children ... Japan should take full resg
and make suitable restitution to the victims and tt

International Commission of Jurists,

Did Japan offer enough apology and compensation? -

"Philippine case shines at
war crimes tribunal”

TOKYO—Very proud, very
impressed, very moved. If you were a
Filipino, this was how you would feel
after watching the Philippine prosecu-
tion team argue the case of the comfort
women and the Japanese government's
responsibility for rape, sexual slavery
and other crimes against humanity
before a distinguished panel of judges.
Judge Gabrielle Kirk McDonald, for-
mer president of the International War
Crimes Tribunal on the former
Yugoslavia, and now head of the
Women's International War Crimes
Tribunal on Japan's Military Sexual
Slavery held in Tokyo, could not
restrain herself from publicly com-
mending the Philippine team. But, I
must say, each of the nine countries
sprung its own unique surprise and
came up with its own distinct flavor
even while sticking to the rules of pro-
cedure and evidence.

North and South Korea, China, the
Philippines, Taiwan, Malaysia,
Indonesia, East Timor, the Netherlands,
Japan—the countries whose women
suffered under the military sexual slav-
ery system came armed to the teeth.
Emperor Hirohito and his military com-
manders must now be turning in their
graves.

Before the Philippines presentation
were those of North and South Korea
and China. After the Philippines, it was
Taiwan's turn. 1 thought I had seen it all
in the cases of the two Koreas and then
China. Korea had all the damning evi-
dence it could lay its hands on and these
came in the form of war documents and
live witnesses. (Korea was the biggest
foreign contingent and seemed to be the
most aggressive in everything.)

So, what else was there to see, I
thought.

Well, the Philippine appearance was
indeed something to look forward to.
After Korea and China's presentation,
the Filipinos made sure the 10 /olas
who would be on the witness stand
would hold their heads high all through
the ordeal. Walang mangingisay ha, we
joked. One almost broke down but she
held on, biting her hankie until it was
over. They sat there so beautiful and
dignified in their kimona and black saya
and tussled alampay, holding back their
tears. It was awesome.

If it was only all about dramatic
effect, then the tribunal would simply
be holding a mock trial, which it was
not. The trembling and the fainting wit-
nesses and their accounts plus the gory
visual presentations would have done
the job. But this was also about hard
evidence. While there was nothing like
listening to the live witnesses, I was
even more awed by the documents that
turned up and were presented by the
country prosecutors aided by Japanese
expert witnesses. Despite the Japanese
government's effort at that time to
destroy the evidence of what they had
done, many documents were salvaged
and preserved. But getting them was
not easy for the prosecutors and the
expert witnesses. Painstaking research
was the key. 2

This was how the Philippine indict-
ment started: "The Prosecutors of the
Women's International War Crimes
Tribunal on Japanese Military Sexual
Slavery, pursuant to their authority
granted under Article 11 of the Charter
of the (IWCT 2000), charge the
accused, EMPEROR HIROHIRTO,
HISAICHI TERAUCHI, MASAHARU
HOMMA, SHIGENORI KURODA,
TOMOYUKI YAMASHITA, and
YOSHIHARU IWANAKA, with

accused Emperor Hirohito, in concert
with the other accused, Hisaichi
Terauchi (as Supreme Commander of
the Southern Army which covered
operations in Philippines), Masaharu
Homma (as Commanding General of
the 14® Army stationed in the
Philippines from Dec. 8, 1941 to Aug.
15, 1942), Shigenori Kuroda (as
Commanding General of the 14" Army
from 1943 to 1944), Tomoyuki
Yamashita (as Commanding General of
the 14" Area Army) and Yoshiharu
Iwanaka (as Commanding General of
the 2™ Tank Division or Geki Heidan of
the 14" Area Army on Nov, 23, 1944),
led, planned, organized and directly
participated in the formulation and exe-
cution of a common plan and conspira-
cy to commit, or which involved the
commission of Crimes Against
Humanity through sexual slavery and
rape, as provided in the Charter of this
Tribunal, and, in accordance with the
provisions of the said Charter, all
accused are directly responsible for
their own acts and for all acts commit-
ted by any other member of the
Japanese Imperial Armed Forces in the
execution of such common plan and
conspiracy."

Among the exhibits were the results
of examinations for sexually transmit-
ted disease conducted in Iloilo. The
purpose of these was to prove that the
comfort stations indeed existed and that
the women were victims of sexual slav-
ery.
By the way, the laws applied were
the laws at that time. But the accused
are dead, you ask. Well, more on that
another time. And what about state
responsibility? This is in fact, what this
is all about.

Well, there were more, and I thought
the Philippine presentation was it. But it
was after Taiwan's presentation and

picture The newspaper article concerning the Women'’s International War Crimes Tribunal on Japan's
Military Sexual Slavery (Philippine Daily Inquirer, December 14, 2000)
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picture The International Public Hearing concerning Post War Compensation of Wl |Y : ;l IDI lI D

Japan held in Tokyo, 1992

‘COMFORT WOMEN"
PUBLIC HEARING
Crimes Against Women in Recent Wars and Conflicts
BE REMEMBERED?
| |

» -

picture Public Hearing Crimes against Women in Recent Wars and Conflicts
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picture \Wooden barracks of a comfort station in Shanghai

Why should “comfort women” be remembered?

Most of the victims have passed away without receiving any
apologies or compensation, and survivors, the exact number
of whom are unknown, are awaiting the end of their own
pain and poverty, concealing the fact that they were once
Japanese military “comfort women.” Not a moment should
be lost in resolving this problem as there is little time left for
the aging survivors.

Another reason a solution should be achieved is the
significance this problem carries not only for the victims but
for us all.

_The truth of the Japanese military “Comfort \Women"

Why should “comfort women® be remembered?

The “comfort women” system was a war crime and
gross violation of human rights. Wartime sex crimes are still
being committed and are likely to be repeated in the future.
It is only just that we treat this issue as what it is — one of
the largest-scale violations of human rights in the twentieth
century. To prevent the repetition of tragedy it is imperative
that this state-led wartime crime against women, should
reach a fundamental resolution. It is also a touchstone of our
own attitudes about human rights in this global age.

In order for Japan to become a truly responsible
member of the international community, it is imperative that
it face its past with sincerity and honesty. Reconciliation and
cooperation among East Asian countries will be possible
only when Japan owns up to its past mistakes with modesty
and humility.

—
picture Japanese soldiers who lined the rail in front of comfort station
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_The truth of the Japanese military “Comfort Women”

Why should “comfort women® be remembered?

Hirohito et 'amnésie japonaise

DANS un récent dditorial intitwé
« Eire japanais », Je quotidien Asahi
appelait ses lectenrs a faire preuve
de flexibilité dans la revendication
de jeur identité nationale. il relevait
i'expression « guerre sacrée », qui
fIgURe SUr U Monunient aux mors
de la guerre du Pacifique, érigé I'an-
née derniere, dans la préfectuse de
Kanazawa. L'étranger rappelie

Officicllement, celui-ci ne peut étre
quun pacifiste - vision conlestable,
construite par 'accupant américain.

Clest le grand mérite du livie de
I'historicn du fapon Herbert Bix,
Hirohito, and the Making of Modenm
Japan (Harper Collins, 2000), de
montrer, a partir de lettres et de jour-
naux des conselilers de Hirohito, ren-

cains il W'y eut ancune poursuite en
dchange de ta fourniture & Washing -
ton des résultats de ces expériences.
Un calcul analogue présida au sort
de Hirohito.” |

Avant méme la défaite du Japon,
deux écoles de pensée partageaient
le département d’Eiat : les patisans
de la mise en cause de Hirohito ot
ceux qui militaient en faveur de son

dus publics aprés la mort de celui-ci,
Ja ilité Gu que dans

quant a i it au Japon
un passé qu'it semble ecculter. La
candamnation - symbaolique, puis-
que sans effet Kgal — des responsa-
Ules du drame des deux cent mille
« feimnes du réconfont », contrain-
tes A se prostituer pour la soldates-
quenippone au cotrs d
de Jn Grande Asic »,
internatonal des femies contre T'es:
clavage sexuel, gui s'est tenu en
décenmbre d Tokyo, est cn nouveau
rappet A lardre de Ja suémoite. 'ar-
mé [es accusds Jugds responsables du
soit de cus femmes (igure celui au
nom duquel it mence la guerre @
Tempereur Showa (Hirok .
Poursymbolique quelle sow, ¢,
condannation est une incitation |
cuvrir un débat sur 1y
de Pempereur maisa

ta gueree : de linvasion de la Chine
au conflit avee les Etats-Unis, en pas-

sant par le massacre de Nankin®

(1937): « Cétait finalement le seul
hontne jibre du poys », vésume his-
torien. Hirohito savait ce qui se pas-
sait et avait fa possibilité d'infléchir
Je cours des événements.

LE CAS DE L'« UNITE 731 »
" Pourquoi celte absolution ? Pour-
quui, bien que la majorité ne pic pas
le passé, les Japonals semblent ne
Pas avoir vraiment cherché d connai-
tre les fails 2 Aprds la défaite, la plu-
Part ont pergu . guerre conime un
confiit absurde. Les: bombarde-
“yuents de Hiroshinm et de Nagasaki

Le général MacArthur,
commandant en chef des forces
allides au Japon, choisit la plus con-
servatrice, il cdbla & Washington
qu'il n'y avait pas de preuve de Ja res-
ponsabiiité de Hirohito ct que, si
celui-ci était contraint A abdiquer,
les Etats-Unis devraient maintenir
pendant des années un mitlion de
saldats dans Parchipel pour y fairve
régner Pordre. Erreur de jugement
fondée sur une vision « culturalis-
tew du systtme impérial ? Conver-
goences dintérét entre le trone et 'oc-
cupant, soucieux d'ull cotul-ci
pour mener sa politique d'occupa-
tion 7 Question: en contraignant
Hirohito & abdiguer, la démocratisa-

tion w'nurait-clic pas été 3
<t plus profonde ? Son mai
tout cas jeté un lincedl sar
Pour importantes gu'ell
les contributions des deux
américains A une yévision ¢
Hirohito dans Ia guerre n
pas fairc perdre de vue que
vaux reposent largement
d'une jeune génération d'
japonais qui ont mis en |
responsabilité de Fempe
Yutaka Yoshida et Osanu
be, auxquels Herbert Bix
mage. Les historiens jape
fait - et continuent a faire
vail (C’est 'un dentre cux
Yoshimi, qui a établi fa res|
1€ de IEtat dans e drame d
mes dhe réeonfort =), M
recherches restent souven
nées au monde académiq
fait défaut au Japon, ce son
lyses destindes an grand p
tant Péeueil dudolorisme ¢
négationnisme,

Philip

Pour symbolique qu'clle soit, cette
condanmmnation est une incitation 2
ouvrir un débat sur la responsabilité
de 'empereur mais aussi sur la cons-

picture A newspaper article concerning the Women'’s International War Crimes Tribunal on
Japan's Military Sexual Slavery (Le Monde, January 11, 2001)
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Why should “comfort women® be remembered? ’

picture VWomen's international war crimes tribunal on Japan'’s military sexual slavery in Tokyo, 2000
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Women's International
War Crimes Tribunal
o Japan's Military
Sexual Slavery in2000
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Hirochito 'guiity' over sex
slaves

A mock international war crimes ti-
bunat in Tokyo has fouad the laze
Emperor Hirohita guilty for his zrmy's
wartime policy of forcing oreign
women ko work as sex slaves.

The tribunal coscluced the emperor
knew, or should have known, about th
esteblishment of military brotacls
where some 200,300 wamen were
for

against ini
Judge Gabrielle McDonald

During the five-day inearing scores of
former comfart wemen gave evicence
of their suffering during the 1930s aad
19435

The trial was set up by women's
groups from eight countrizs aad had no
official standing. But the organisers
hope to pat pressere on Japan wo redress
the wrong.

The symbolic ruling comes just days.
after Japenese courts rejected lawsuits
brought by Korean znd Eilipi camfart
women who were demanding compen-
sation and apologies.

Determined to fight

ipanzs, including
s and scholacs
from arnund ke world attended the fri-
bunal.

1n its condemration of Hicohite, the
mock tribunal cercluded: “Superiors
<can be respensible for the acts of their
subordinates if they'd known or should
save sncwn thet these acts had been
commifted "

The four jucges - headed by the for-
mer president of the UN's Yugos/avia
war crimes (ribunal. Gabricile
McDerald -also found that ndividual

victimas have @ right to claim compensa- |

tior: from Japan.

“The state must act with due
diligerce to address and repair the
harm," said Christine Chiakin. one of
the judges.

Although many wemen are fow in
feir 705 - while others have died - they
are still determined <o fight for an offi-
cial Japanese zpology and compensa-
tion for their suffering.

Wonen abducted

An estimated 266,066 1o 300,600
women across Asia, predominantly
Korean end Chinese, are balieved to
have been forced o work 25 sex slaves
in Japanese military brathels

Tie staze must h dve diligence
£ address and r. harm
Judge Christine Chinkin

Many we:
young zs 19

with as many as

The symbolic ruling comes just days
after Japanese courts rejected lawsuits

ne s brought by Korean and Filipino comfort

Empero: Hirohiro a1

o
oremisers sy Sation and apologies.

Japenese govermen
tribunal, but it declin

picture The newspaper article concerning the Women's International War Crimes
Tribunal on Japan’s Military Sexual Slavery (BBC, December 12, 2000)

o iedmander - women who were demanding compen-
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Chronology of Date and Events

Year

1951

Month

Events

The San Francisco Peace Conference is held. The treaty of San
Francisco between Japan and the Allied Powers is signed.

1965

The Republic of Korea enters into a normalization treaty with Japan

1988

Women’s organizations in the Republic of Korea hear of the
institution of comfort stations in the Japanese military bases, and
demand investigations.

1990

The Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Military Sexual
Slavery by Japan (an NGO) is formed in the Republic of Korea.

1991

Kim Hak-soon, a former Comfort Woman in the Republic of Korea,
testifies in public that she had been forcibly taken as a Comfort
Woman by the Japanese military.

12

A lawsuit is filed by Kim Hak-soon and others against Japan, in the
Tokyo District Court, for damages and compensations.

The Government of the Republic of Korea requests the Japanese
Government to conduct an investigation.

1992

The “Asahi Shinbun” publishes the Japanese archive documents
obtained by Professor Yoshimi Yoshiaki, a well known Japanese
historian and researcher, establishing the direct role of the Japanese
military in maintaining a huge network of military brothels known
as ‘Comfort Houses’.

The Comfort Women issue is raised at the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Kato admits for the first time that the
Japanese Imperial Army was in some way involved in running
military brothels

Year  Month Events
1894 8 Sino-Japanese War starts
1904 2 Russo-Japanese War starts
1905 11 Korea is made a protectorate of Japan
1910 8 Japan annexes Korea
1914 - 1918 The First World War
Japan ratifies the Convention for the Suppression of Traffic in
‘Women and Children, with reservations as to the application of the
1925 . . o £ q
Convention to its colonies, i.e. Korea, Taiwan and Kwantung and as
to the setting of the age of minority, making it 18 instead of 21.
1931 9 Japan invades Manchuria
1932 1 Japan invades Shanghai and sets up military controlled comfort
stations in Shanghai.
Asian and Pacific War ( The Second World War )
1937~1945 The Japanese military sets up a network of comfort stations wherever
it sends its troops.
1937 12 Nanking Massacre (Rape of Nanking)
Potsdam Declaration foreshadows the creation of an international
8 war crimes tribunal for Japanese and German war criminals and
1945 further defines crimes against peace, war crimes and crimes against
humanity.
9 Japan signs the instrument of unconditional surrender
Establishing the International Military Tribunal for the Far East
1946 5 ..
(IMTFE) to try Japanese war criminals
{o46-1948 Allied nations also create “satellite” tribunals in Asia and the Pacific
to try Japanese war criminals (Classes “B” and “C”).
The Batavia Trial is held in Indonesia, includes a trial of Japanese
1948 military personnel who forced about 35 Dutch women to become
Comfort Women.

1993

It is acknowledged that all government-approved high school
textbooks on Japanese history carry the reference to Comfort
Women.

Kono statement is released.

_The truth of the Japanese military “Comfort \Women"
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Year

1994

Month

Events

The United Nations Commission of Human Rights appoints Ms
Radhika Coomaraswamy as Special Rapporteur on Violence Against
Women, with a special brief to investigate crimes against Comfort
‘Women.

1995

Asian Women'’s Fund is established by the initiative of the Japanese
government.

Year Month

2004 7

Events

United States Supreme Court issued an order in the Comfort
Women case Hwang v. Japan; Petition granted, judgment vacated
and case remanded for further consideration in light of Republic of
Austria v. Altmann.

1996

The United Nations Commission on Human Rights, bowing tointense
pressure from Japanese representatives, adopts “compromise”
resolution that “takes note” of the Coomaraswamy report.

2006 9

House Resolution 759 is introduced in the U.S. Senate Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

1997

Comfort Women issue is discussed in all the middle-school history
textbooks in Japan.

2000

Rep. Lane Evans (D-IL) and thirty House Representatives
introduced H. Con. Res. 357, calling on the Japanese government to
formally issue an apology and pay reparations to the victims of war
crimes committed by the Japanese military during WW II.

House Resolution 121 is introduced in the U.S. House of
Representatives Committee on Foreign Affairs.

2007 3

Asian Women’s Fund is dissolved.

Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shinzo causes controversies by
negating coercion in recruiting Comfort Women.

House Resolution 121 passes unanimously in the U.S. House of
Representatives Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Fifteen former Comfort Women from Korea, Taiwan, and the
Philippines filed a lawsuit in the U.S. District Court in Washington,
D.C., using the Alien Tort Claims Act of 1787. This is the first time
the issue of military sexual slavery was addressed in the U.S. Courts,
as well as the first time Japan is named as a defendant.

1991~

Demonstrations have been continued in front of the Japanese
Embassy in Seoul, Korea, every Wednesday, demanding apology and
compensation by the Japanese government to the former Comfort
‘Women.

2001

Cong. Lane Evans introduced H. Con. Res. 195 to call upon the
Japanese government to formally issue an unambiguous apology;
it was followed by a press conference at which former Comfort
Women, Kim, Soon Duk gave a statement.

Hearing held for the class action lawsuit filed by the fifteen Comfort
‘Women at the U.S. District of Columbia Circuit Court.

Hague Tribunal (mock) held in Netherlands; Japan’s war criminals
were prosecuted.

2003

Judges Douglas H. Ginsburg, Judith W. Rogers, and Davis T. Tatel
dismissed the appeal of the Comfort Women.

The truth of the Japanese military “Comfort Women"
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