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The papers presented have made 1t vey cdea that Cilida was located at a crossroads
hetween Anatolia and Mesopotarmia and was a place of culturd interaction for thousands of
vears. The results of excavations and other research conducted in the area demonstrate that
the histoncal development of Cilicia was wery active. Here [ would like to present some
informaion wth regard to the uhanization of the area between the Hellemstic peniod, which
hegan in the second half of the 4th centwry BC, and the Roman period, which commenced
in the mid st century BC and ended in the second half of the 3rd century AD. Howeser,

wathin the limited tme avalable to me it will only be possble to present an outline of the
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subject.

Within the time span under considerafion approamaely sz hondred vears the maor
actiwity in the area was urbanizahon a process which reached its pesk between the lat
centry BC and the end of the lst century AD. To understand this process better, we need
to talk brefly ahout the preHellestic settletnents. Cilica can be subdiwded into two regons
according to differences m the topography: the western pat 15 termed Rough (Mountainos)
Cilicia (cdled Kilikia Tracheia or Cilicia Aspera in the ancient wntten sources), whilst the
gastern part 15 caled Flan Cilica {or, as the ancient authors called i, FKililna Pedias or
Cilica Campestnis) In examining the whanizahon process, we can distngush four basic
groups of settlements:

13 Cities founded on or adjacent to older settlements

2) Cities that were the contiwation of colonies

3 Cities etther founded o renamed by the Seleucid and Prolemac langs

43 Cites re-founded when Seleucd domination ended and Roman domination began

I. Sefflements founded on or adjacent to older seftlements

Han Cilida {cdled Cedi in Hithite, and Cue in Assmian texts) had been intensively
inhahited since prehistoric tines Zephyrion was located on the hill where the Mersm Opera
Houze and the Musewn stand today This place 15 a few ldlometres south of Mersir
Yintltepe, one of the most ancient settlements in the region.

Tarsus (or Tarsa as in the Hithite texts) 15 one of the oldest cities of this group Although
the known archaeological finds do not provide us wath a precise foundation date for Tarsus,
Gozlilade, the mound wathin the cty borders, dates back to the 2nd millensium BC. In the
future, we hope to find out more ahout the chronological sequence of TarsusGoelilule (From
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Hittite to Foman times) from the excavaion project wiuch has been proposed and planned by
Frofessor Dr. Ash zvar

Adana 15 hkewase one of the oldest setflements of Han Cilica The cty's antiquity is
demonstrated not only by the Hittite ongin of the word “Adana’, ot also by the
tdentificaion of the “People of Danund” as the inhahitants of Adana on a hilingud (Hithte
hierogyphic and Phoencean) seal dated to the &th century BC

Another old settlement in Plan Cilicda 15 ancent Mopsuhesta located at DBisiz (modern
Yakapinar), The natne means “the Hearth of Mopsos” and refers to Mopsos the Oracle, the
son of Apollo i mythology, According to the tradtion, Mopsos founded numerous cities in
Famphylia and Cilicda two of which were gwen his own name  Mopsuhesta and
opsulerene. & proposed location for Mopsuloene 13 the wionity of Eirmt willage, north of
Tarsus. Muksas, the founder of the Adana dynasty according to the Karatepe inscnphons, was
most probably Mopsos. The excavabions at the Miss mmound have proved that this site had
heen inhzhited since the Chalcolithic penod. Although the name of Mopsuhestia in the Hittite
penod iz unlnowa, some scholars suggest that a settlement called Pahn must be located
somewhere here. The ealiest ancient sowce to mention the name of Mopsuhesta iz
Theopompos of Chios, a winter fom the 4th centuwry BC.

Kirtw, the capital oty of the Kingdom of Pinndu, 15 one of the eadiest settlements of
Fough Cilicia Pinndu iz identified with Meydancbicale, which lies near modern G lnar

Ancient Kelendens which has been identfied wath modem Aydinok (presviously Gilinderes),
1z one of the most andent settlements of Rough Cilica Although in some ancent sources
Kelendens 15 defined as a colony of the idland of Samos, it 1z now suggested that there were
dready native inhahitants here before the armval of the Sarmians

Selitms, called Sallune in the year 557556, was one of the cties at the westem end of
Fough Cilica the region then known as Fnndu
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[I. Cities that were the contilmation of colonies

From the mid 8th centwy BC omwards once peace was restored i Hellas, the Greek
colonizaion movements took place. The first waves were directed towards the Mediterranean
area These reached the coastline of Flan Cilica at the begimning of the 7th centwy, = we
leam from the ancient sources (Thucydides [12) Furthermore, the ancient sources state that
the Assynan king Sennacherih (7M-681 BC) won a wctory over the colomists both at sea
and o land and he erected a wictory monument &t a oty near Anchidlos the locaion of
wiich 15 not yet known (Amian Anabasiz O, 5 2 £ This event indicates that the coasthine
of Han Cilida remmained largely fee of colomzation movements.

Unlike in Han Cilicda the colomsts in Rough Cihica foundsd a number of “apoiad”
wathout meetng any resistance from the locals “Apokiad means a colonysetlement which is
entirely independent of the mothercity. Cne of thess was MNagidos, located at modem Bozyam
hear Aycinok), which was cdamed to have been established by Samian colonists (Pommpondus
Iela 77 “Celendens et Nagido Samiorum Coloniag™). This land must have been inhabited by
indigenous people before the Samians set foot here As we have mentioned eadier, this mst

dlso have been true of other Samian colonies on the coast of Rough Cilica

There was a setlement cdled Holmoi, &t modem Tasucu, to the east of Aphrodisias
Bleda 102, Anonymd stadiasmus stve penplus mans magm 180 wd;, Strabo XIV 5, 4) When
we consder the locaions of the apodda, it 13 clear that the sites chosen were not only
natural ports with good defensive positions, essential for sea trade, tut also they had
cultivable land. This may indicate that the newcomers had an agricultord background rather
than a mercantile one.

According to Strabo, there was a colony called Solot at the border betwesn Eough and
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Han Cilica The founders of this site were from the aty of Lindos on Bhodes Solon iz
tdentified wath modem Viransehir near Mezitli a few lalometres east of Mersin (Slorlax 102;
Strabo, X0V 5, &, Pompormius Mela 10 71, Eusthathios Dionysios Per 8750

Ialos, suggested to have been a colony of Argos is one of the most ancient settlements
of Han Cilica (Amian, Anshasiz O 5, 9. It 15 stuated at the Kizltahts village of Karatsh
in the Adana distict Tradition has it that the founders of Mallos were Amphilochos and
Iopsos from Troy (Strabo 14, 5, 16, 676)

[ Cities either founded or renamed by the Selencid and Ptolemaic kings

The Hellemstic penod began in the region wath the Batle of Issus in 333 BC, when the
Fersian army was defeated and dnwven out of Cilica by Alexander the Creat Dunng this
penod not only were the emstng cties restored but also new ones were founded  The
Persian satrapal bordedine of Cilica remaned unchanged throughout Hellemistic times. The
regionn was a focal point in the senous power struggles bhetween the commanders of
Alemander the Grea followng his death i 323 BC. The first wammer was Perdiklas. He
captured Cilicia m 323 In 321, after the Treaty of Triparadeisos, Antipatros took over control
of the remon. For the two vears followang the Battle of Ipsus m 301 BC, Cilica was ruled
by Fleistarchos, the son of Perdildeas, and then fom 299 BC by Demetios Poliorketes
Demetrios went back to Greece in 296 BC. Thereafter began the domination of Seleuloos
Mikator the founder of the Seleucid dynasty.

In the 3rd centuy BC, most probably wnmediately after captunng the regon, Seleukos
founded the cty of Rhossos which was located &t modem Arsur, at the south end of the
Culf of [skenderun. The mound and the manmade water channels of the aty ae still wahle
Seleucid Fhossos became part of Foman Cilicia in 64 BC. Dunng the reign of Augustus, the
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settlement weas given not only the status of a “free city”, but dso that of a “sacred aty”, wath
a temmple which had the right to shelter refigees Ehossos lay outside the borders of the
province of Cilicia when the regional administration was rearranged in Vespasian's reign

Seleulms founded the oty of Alexandreia kat” Isson in order to imortalize the name of
Alemander the Great This cty, of which no remans are extant, was located in the Esentepe
dhstrict of modem Iskendenmn, near Hatay

It 1z believed that Seleulms founded the oty of &igea in order to secure his control ower
the northern pat of the Gulf of Issus It was situated at the site of the modem town of
Yormortaliky Adana The remains of some Roman buildings have survived.

Seleulms dlso founded Seleukeia named after himself and locaed on the Kalykadnos (G
kan) rver i central Cilicia The setlement gare him control ower the strategcaly and
econotmically important Kalykadnos valley The Holmot (Tahucow) people were forced to move
into the nevdyfounded ity

Curing this period, most of Rough Cilicda was under the control of the priests of the
Temple of Zeus in Clha Within their lands they were independent of the Seleucid Ermpire It
1z helieved that the construction of the tetnple of Zeus Olhios, which was the most mnportant
sancthuary in the area was iihated during the reign of Sdeulos Mileator

After the assassnation of Seleukos Mikator 1n September 281, hs son Antiochos |
succeeded him Whilst Antiochos was busy eliminating a revolt in Noth Syna Prolemaos 1
Fhiladelphos, the king of Egmpt and one of Alexander’s successors, occupied the Cilician
coast. Cilicia remaned i the hands of the Polemaic dynasty from 280 untl 271 BC

It 15 wery likely that the Rough Cilician cities of Berembe and Arsnoe were founded
duning the reign of Prolemaos 11 Puladelphos (285-246) The exact location of these ates i3
urkmowr, but it 15 suggested that they lay in the area of modern Bozyam, to the east of
Anarmur

Anerurin,  another important city of Rough Cilicda was located 5 lalometres west of
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Anamur Itz history goes back to the 4th century BC. Livius mentons its name in his
account of the campaign of Antiochos I aganst the Proletnac army Anemunum began to
flounsh in the ealy lst century BC Before that, it had remaned in the shadow of Magidos.

In the yvear 260 BC, following the death of Antiochos I his son and successor Antiochos
II Theos took control over the east cosst of Cilicda wath the support of the Bhodians
However a year later, after his death in 246 BC, Polemaos I Euergetes recaptuwred the
Cilician coast. Thereafter, by the treaty settlement of Eurgetes and Selevkoz O in 241 BC, it
was agreed that the entire coastal region of Cilida would reman under the control of the
Frolemaic Ernpire.

However, in 223 BC, wth Antiochos I's accession to the throne a new era began for
the Seleucd Empire In 197 BC he organzed a great molitary campaign against the Prolemaic
Empire and mached into Cilida to expel them from Asia Minor In the early stages of his
campagn he conguered the cties of Eorakeson Zephyrion, Solo, Aphrodisias, Forvkos, and
Selinus. Howewver he lost all his gans when he was defeated by the Romans in 189 By the
Treaty of Apamea of 188 BC, he was conpelled to rdinouish ks clams over Anatolia as
far as the Tawus Mountans, and aso Rough Cillica up to the Kalykadnos wvalley According
to thiz szame tredy, no Seleusd navy was dlowed to pass west of the Sarpedon Cape (at
modem Tahucu).

In 187, a year after the Treaty of Apamea Antiochos died and his son Selenkos IV
succeeded to the throng followed after ks death in 175 by Antiochos TV Epphanes (175-
164 BCY Antiochos restored some of the old cties, and renamed them as hal many of tus
predecessors in Hellemstic Cilida The am of this practice was to make these cifies appear
as if they had been newdy founded W are aware of such cases from the ewidence of
cothage and mscriptions.

For example during the reign of Antiochos TV, Tarsus was renamed as ANTIOCHELA
FRCOS TO EUDNO, meaning Antiocheia on the Fydnos {=the modem Tarsos river), =
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proved by the coinage lmown from this penod

Another city renamed at that time was Adana On the cons issued during the reign of
Armtiochos TY Epiphanes, the name of the aty was A meanng ANTIOCHELA FROS TO
SAROD, Antiocheia on the Saros (5modem Sevhan river).

Another aty renamed by Antiochos IV Epiphanes was Mallos. On insciptions, the name of
the city 15 recorded as Antiocheia on the Pyramos (=modern Cevhan): AWNTIOCHELA PROS
TO PYRAWO,

The name of Mopsuhestia was also changed by Antiochos TY Epiphanes The comage
shows that it became SELEUEELA PROS TO PYEAMO Sdeukeia on the Pyramos.

Here 15 another settlement renamed by Antiochos TV, Cn both the cons and inscoptions
connected wath the city of Kastabala the name of the cty appears as [EROPOLITON PROS
TO PYRAMO which means the sacred oty on the Pyramos

The oty of Oencandos, the suggested location of which 15 & modem  Ghzene,
appro’mately &l southwest of Erzin in the Hatay, was renamed Epiphanaa The comage
of the city attests tha this renarming took place duning the reign of Antiochos [V Epphanes.

The location of Seleukeia on the Gulf of Issos has not yet been identified The name of
SELEUKELA PROS TOS ISSIKO KOLPO appears only on two bronze coins issued in the
2nd century BC. It 15 wery lkely that this 15 just the renaming of an old oty situated on the

Chif of Iskenderin, as in the cases mentioned ahowe

IV. Cities, which re founded when Seleucid domination
ended and Roman domination began

Thiz fourth group can be subdinded into two:
a) Settlements etther founded or renamed by warious local kings who were the allies of
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Rote hefore the Roman domination in Cilioa

by Cities founded as a result of the resetflement policy of the Eomans When the Romans
established their provincial system in Cilica those people who were formerly ether nomads
or pirates were compelled to settle down The historical events of the lst century BC to lat
centry AD were espedally bound up wath this policy, which shaped the fate of the cties.

The wery first event involwing Rome and Cilica was the mulitary campaign required against
the pirates of the regon. From the mid 2nd centuy BC omwards piracy had not only
brought an end to Bhodian dominaion of the Meditetranean, but had also became a senous
threat for mantime adiwity i general. In 102 BC, the Roman Sende appointed Barcus
Arntontus to command the mission The am wa to destroy the pirate bases, especially those
in the coastal area of Rough Cilica Whether or not he achieved his aim 15 uncertan, though
the subsequent reappearance of piracy indicates that he was not entirely successful.

The suhsequent Roman efforts made aganst the pirates, first by Sulla m 9996 BC, then in
24 BC by L. Licmus Murena the proprastor of Anatolia and fndly by Ch Cornelius
Dolahella, propractor of Cilicia between 80 and 79 BC, were unahle to defeat them But in
78 BC the Roman Senate elected P Serwlius Vata as comnanding officer in Cilica for five
vears, and he ultimately overwhelmed the pirates, on land as well as &t sea In honour of
this achievement he was gven the name Isaurious.

While this was happering in Rough Cilica the Seleucd dornation ower Plan Cilicia
wiich had exsted since the 4th century BC, was beginning to weaken as a result of intemal
power strugdes over the kingship, which caused confusion and a power vacmm in both
Han Cilicia and other Selencid lands.

Curing this chaotic situation, an event that can be consdered a tuming point m the history
of the area took place. In 83 BC, Tigranes the lang of Ammema who was tyng to gan
access to the Mediterranean, defeated the Seleucid lang Antiochos 3 and occupied the cities

of Han Cilicda The ancient sowrces clam that the mhahitants of the congquered cties were
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forced to resettle in Tigranoketa (modern SilvanTivarbdar), the new capital city wiich he
founded. Some of these people died on the road, a joumey of hundreds of lalometres

In 69, L. Licimus Lucullus the Roman cormander, marched to Anatolia in order to tmale
war aganst Mithmidates V1 the king of Pontus In the course of thizs campaign, he caphred
Tigranoketta, the capital of Tigranes who was alied wath Mithndates At the beginning of
the vear 68 he sent the Cilidans back to their homes from where they had beesn drafted 15
vears previously. Luculluz entitled Antiochos X0 Asiatikos as lang of the Selenod langdom
of Syria and Cilica

However, as a result of his opponents” complants, Lucullus was wathdrawn fom iz
position by the Roman Senate. He was charged wath being unsuccessfil in his war against
Mithridates. In ks place, the Senate appointed Ch Pompews Magnus His task was to dedl
wath the pirates who were allied wath Mithridates He was asthorised wath exceptional powers
throughout the Mediterranean area wathin a temtonal limit of 50 mules Finaly, in the
sutrener of 67, Porpemns defeated the pirates ot Coracesium (Alanya) As a result of his
wictory, the piracy which for centunes had been a great threat in the Mediterranean area was
effectvely eliminated Most of the pirate population were, m fact, formedy famers However,
when the power wvacuum brought anarchy and terror to the region, these people were left
wath wirtually no choice but to become pirates in order to surwve. Following the wictory of
Fompeius, they were settled down in the partially shandoned cties of eastern Cilica such as
Adana Mallos and Epiphaneta Ancient agthors state that Pompeius settled most of the ex
pirates at Soll and, followang the practice of the Hellemstic langs, he renamed the city after
hitnzelf as Pompeiopolis

Thiz was the first step towards Foman domination of the strategically wery important Plan
Cilicia an iwmportance filly apparent to Pompems in relaion to ks plans o make war
aganst Mthridates and lus alies The cfies of Han Cilica were brought under the direct

protection of Rome Since the cbzens of these places considered this event the begirming of
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a new era they adopted the year 67 = the inihal date for their calendars The dates on the
Ialos, Epiphansia Mopsuhestia and Alexandreia kat'Isson coins and inscriptions were given
according to this new regulation. Pompeus had bestowed the status of “free aty” (oot
lihera) on Mopsuhestia In ether 66 or 65 BC, he assgned the same status to Pompetopolis
(formely Solof), where he established a comrmomity of weterans together wath resettled ex
pirates, and here too the new calendar was adopted.

The second step taken by Pompeus to secure Roman control in Cilida was the dethromng
of Antiochos X[, the Seleucd king who hal besn recogrmized by Lucullus By this action it
was heing indicated that Rome was a more relishle protector than the Selevads who had by
now hesn effectively eliminated in the region. Pompeius, based on his stats of impenum
proconsulare tnaus, gven to him by the Roman Senate, reorgamzed the Cilidan prowvince
wath the annexation of Han and Eough Cilica Lyca Pamphylia Hadia and Cyprus. Tarsus
hecame the provincid captal.

However, this Cilician prowvince established by Pompems in 64 BC had wvanished by 40
BC, when it was gven as a wedding present to Cleopatra the Prolemac gqueen by her
tushand Marcus Antonius,

Later, the mountanous part of westem Ciica was handed ower to Archelans 1, the
Cappadocian lang, by Ccotawanus Augustus, the sole aothonty i the Roman Empire after
defeating Marcus Antomus at Actiwm in 31 BC. In the meantime, some partts of Flan Cilica
were left wath Tarkondimotos O Puilopator, the son of an expirate called Tarkondimotos.

In AD 17 Tihenus, the successor of Octaniamus Augustus, took the opportunity afforded by
Tarlondimotos 07z death, and annexed his temtory, together wath some areas of Pan Cilicia
to the Roman prowince of Syna Thereafter, Antiocheia replaced Tarsus as the new offica
capital of the terntory, In AD 20, Tikenus founded the city of Augusta on the Saros (modem
Sevhar), located to the nortth of Adana The calendar of Augusta the remans of which have
heen covered by the modermn Sevhan Dam Lake starts wath the year 200 The land of Zeus

a5



Olhins’s sanctuary at Clba which had been the property of the Teukron the dynasty of priest
langs, also became a Roman possession Here, Tihenus founded the city of Diokasareia in
AD 17 In later centunes, the southern parts of this templestae were included in the
growing lands of the aties of ElaussaSebaste and Koryloos.

In AD 38 Caligula took from the Syian province the lands of Cilioa and Cominagene and
gave thetn to hiz fiend since childhood Antiochos TV, the Commagenenian lang (AD 37-8).

In etther AD 51 or 52, to demonstrate ks loyalty, Antiochos TV founded Meromias in Han
Cilicia in honour of the Dtopenal fammly, The oty was named after MNero, who hal been
adopted by Clandius i AD 500 Meromas was located at Dimig, in the Adana distict It was
renamed Eirenepdliz i the retgn of Vespasian,

Later, i the AD T2, Vespasian reorganized the eastern prowvinces. As pat of this
rearrangement he dethroned Antiochos TY, accused of disloyalty, and he took owver his lands
The Commagemian part of those lands was united wath the Synan prowince, but from the
lands of eastem and western Cilida he created a new prownoal tentory, namely the
province of Cilicda Tarsus was the capitd of this new provincs whuch estended from
Kodriga, near Sanseld Castle thorth of Iskenderun) in the east, to the Sedre Can in the
west, A4 govemor (legatus August pro practore) was appointed as the inpenal admin strator,
bt no legon was assigned to the province.

The last Rotnan oty in the lands of Cilica was Flavopols founded by Vespasian in 73
in the northeast of Flan Ciida Although we have no fmn ewdence, it 15 commonly
beliewved to be located at Kaditi in the Adana distnct

The concomitant processes of Roman urbamizaion and Eomamzaion had begun in the
region in the lst century BC and lasted untl the third cquarter of the st century AD, wath
the foundation of the new city of Flavopois. Howewer, i the penod extending from the 1st
century AL, untl AD 260 when the campaign of the Sassamd lang Shapur 1 took place

changes occurred in the socal and politcal stuctures of the Cilidan cties, according to the
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nature of vaious historical events. During the Sassamid carmpaign, not only was the Eoman
emperor Valerian captured by Shapur [ but also almost &l the Cilician oties as far as Selinus
were saked This ewent 1z consdered the end of FEoman domnination ower Cilida  The
changes m the cties aso affected whan bldng  actwties which were especialy
concentrated 1n the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD The purpose of these activities was to create
city centres based on a standard construction plan.

When we look at the histonical development of urbarmization in Cilica it i1z dlear that from
prehustoric fimes until the end of the Hellensic Age mhahitabion was concentrated i the
coastal areas and adjacent parts, since marifime transportation was more practical and faster
than overland movement. However, when the whole of Cilicia became a Eoman province in
AD T2 not only were transportation faciliies balt between the coastal and inner Anatclian
lands, but also peace was secured in the mountainous areas. Thereafter, inland settlements
dso began to appear In paticdar, those in the inland parts of Han Cilica enjoyed largs
scale progress as a result of the eastem campaigns & the begnmng of the 3rd century AD
leaang the old coastal oties in their shadow The devdopment of urbanization in the frst
three centunies of the Roman Emgire can be comprehended, to a certain degres, wath the
help of vanous sources of evidence ancient wntten sowrces, archaeological, epigraphic and
marismatic. Howewer, current and fature archaedlogical and histoncal-geographic inveshgations
in the region wall surely prowde an opportunity to obtan more detaled information on the
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