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[Abstract]

On the Studies of Ancient History of China -
Yesterday and Today

Li ¥ieqin(Tsingtoe Uriv, /Chirg)

China tradiionally emphasizes history, especially ancent history, 1e the begimmung of
Chinese history. Thiz is because history and covilizabion began in ancient time and to
understand  today one must look back Historiographer specalizing in wnbing  history
appeared very early m China and at the latest in the ki century BC there had been
histonographers called “history kesper” or “listory recorder”™ in the court of Shang Denasty,
which could be seen in the characters on tortoise shells and o bladebones from the ¥in
Ruins.

In time, the Chlinese ancient history manly deds wath Chinese history before Chn
Crrnasty. And in space, according to the perspective of “Centrality of Central Chind”, and
dong wath the founshing of regonal study in ancient history, it should be expanded now
to include al the regions and ethmic groups before Cin Dynasty, and only by this can 1t
epitornize the Chinese andent history

Talkang of the study of Eastemn Zhow's history and culture, we trace back from Cin's
unification in the year 221 BC, according to Chrsgcles of He 12 Priscedoms in Suji, to
the 1" year of the Republican Period, ie the year 841 BC Thus East Zhou (ncluding the
Fenod of Spnng and Autumn and the Penod of Fighting Princedoms), form the vear 841
BC to the year 221 BC, lasted for 620 years. In recent wears dunng archaesological
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excavations, many books on bamboo and slk of the Penod of Fighting Pnncedoms were
discovered, the Chu bhamboos in Guodian Tomb Mol of Hubels Jingmen the bamboos
collected by Shangha Musewn and the alk books in Mawangdw Tomb MNo3 of Han
Crrnasty of Hunan's Changsha beng the richest in content. These great discovenes opened
the underground library, and were of profound inportance i the study of Eastern Zhow's
history and culture, especially in academic history and intellectual bustory,

From the last vears of Westem Zhou, back to the year King Pan'geng moved the capmtal
to Yin, ie the ¥in Rums (around the year 1300 BC) in Henan's An'vang of today, in late
Shang Donasty was another grand penod. In the study of Westem Zhow's history and
cultre, we can consult the Plate of History Keeper Ciang discovered in Zlmangha of
Shaten’s Fufeng in the year 1976 and Zun’s Plate excavated in the “Allage of the Yang
Family of Shanz’s Met County, both of which prowided complete evidences for Western
Zhow's roval lineage After tortoise shells and ox bladshones were excavated in the ¥in
Fuins, the roval lineage of Shang Dynasty on them and that in ancient books such as Hes
Feoned History in S5 confimrmed each other, and proved that Shang Devnasty lasted from
Wading to Dimn 1e the last lang Zhou, thus approved Shang Denasty’s undoubted
existence, which became the starting point for us to trace further back i Chinese ancient
history.

Some scholars still do not believe the history before Pan’geng mowved the capital to Yin
especially the history of Zia Dynasty, due to the limited literature record. But in the late
1950z, the Editow Site in Vanshi which dated earlier than Fhengrhow's Shang City nuins
was discovered dunng the survey of the “Xia Fung”, and the Erlitou Culture represented
by it fits Zia Dynasty in time and location, so most scholars thought that it was Zia
Cultre. And ealier King City Hll runs in Dengfeng was discovered later, which was
thought comparable to ¥'s Capital Vangcheng,

A5 to the exploration of the history before 3ia Dynasty, it i1s traditionally hold in China
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that cwilization dated from the Huangdi Period around the year 3000 BC, thus China has a
cvilization of 5000 years Huangdi, Zhuarsa, Diku and Vao and Shun are the socalled
“Five Emperors” in Skf, so i recent vears several scholars discussing the onign of
Chinese civilization called the period from the year 3000 BC to the year 2000 BC the
“Penod of Five Emperors”. Mowaday:s adong wath the new inclination of “Interpreting the
Antigquity”, Mr L1 Bogan's Chrresparskrcss betweer Archasclogically Recowstricted Sstem
af Chirgse Ancient History and the Tradiionn] Historical Sistem of Chinese Ancierst Fistory
represents the new tendency among Chinese scholars in the exploration of the history of
Chinese antiquity, especially remote antiquity.

Az to the chronological study of Chinese  ancient  history,  the “FiaShangZhou
Confirmation Project”, the most importat project duting the period of China's “9® Fiveyear
Flari”, onignally proposed 9 grand tasks and 36 subjects, which later increased to 44 This
project inwolved more than 10 discplines such as history, archasology, astronomy, scientific
detection of time, thus can be caled a land of mult-disophnay  crossstudy  which
combined soences, social scences and huwmnanities Inthe first half of the vear 2000, the
integration of achievemnents in &l the tasks was stated, and the JOR82000 Period-
ackicvements Feport of the Xafhams Bl Cogimation Propect (Smpliffed  Edtion) was
drafted and had been published. After that, many related research achievernents of the
project were published successively, including warious research reports, related treatizes and
so on. Recently, the preparatory compilaton and arangement of the complex editon of the

project report has been completed, and it will be published in the near fiature,
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